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Democrats  OK  Party  Rule 
Banning  Anti-Gay  Bias 


Demo  Protests 


' usan  Fleischmann 


Abortion  Decision 


Speaking  in  opposition  was 
Joseph  J.  Fauliso,  president  pro 
tempore  of  the  Connecticut 
Senate.  According  to  the  Boston 
Globe,  Fauliso  told  the  commit¬ 
tee,  “I  object  strenuously  to  the 
exaltation  of  a  new  class  of  peo¬ 
ple.  Where  does  it  stop  —  with 
persons  with  a  propensity  to  rape, 
arson,  shoplifting?” 

Daly  explained  that  Fauliso’s 
speech  probably  spurred  passage 
of  the  sexual  orientation  amend¬ 
ment,  “because  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  rules  committee  have 
been  around  for  awhile  and  at 
least  they  know  we’re  not  compar¬ 
able  to  felons  in  that  regard.” 

The  amendment  passed  by  a 
60-40%  standing  vote  in  the  rules 
committee,  according  to  Daly. 
Approval  by  the  full  convention  is 
likely,  since  no  opposing  minority 
proposal  was  approved. 

Supported  by  both  Carter  and 
Kennedy  forces,  the  amendment 


was  originally  one  part  of  a  long, 
detailed  proposal  drawn  up  by 
Weltman,  a  Los  Angeles  attorney. 

Weltman  explained  to  GCN 
that  his  original  proposal  covered 
three  major  areas:  the  addition  of 
sexual  orientation  as  a  class  pro¬ 
tected  from  discrimination;  a  re¬ 
medial  affirmative  action  plan  to 
encourage  lesbian  and  gay  men, 
older  Americans,  the  physically 
challenged,  the  economically  dis¬ 
advantaged,  and  Asian-Pacifics  to 
participate  in  the  delegate  selec¬ 
tion  process  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  party;  and  establish¬ 
ment  of  officially  recognized 
caucuses  for  those  and  other 
groups,  each  having  representa¬ 
tion  on  the  Democratic  National 
Committee. 

Mary  Spottswood  Pou,  co¬ 
director  of  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  Project,  told  GCN  that  as  a 
matter  of  strategy  the  Weltman 
Continued  on  Page  9 


Democrats  Pass 
Rights  Plank 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Democratic  Platform  Committee 
has  adopted  a  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  plank  as  part  of  its  platform 
for  the  November  elections. 

Adoption  of  the  plank  marks 
the  first  time  a  major  party  has  in¬ 
cluded  lesbian  and  gay  rights  as 
part  of  its  promises  to  voters. 
Since  no  opposing  minority  re¬ 
solution  was  passed,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  is  virtually  certain  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  convention  itself. 

Starting  with  language  sup¬ 
ported  by  forces  of  President 
Jimmy  Carter,  expected  to  be  re¬ 
nominated,  lesbian  and  gay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  platform  committee 
negotiated  changes  which  added 
specific  references  to  immigration 
and  to  legislative  and  administra¬ 
tive  actions  to  implement  the 
plank. 

Mary  Spottswood  Pou,  co¬ 
director  of  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  Project  here,  told  GCN,  “We 
really  did  come  away  with  some¬ 
thing.  I  think  it  wasn’t  exactly 


what  we  asked  for,  but  I  still  feel 
it’s  a  really  big  step.” 

Lesbian  and  gay  members  of 
the  platform  committee  had 
earlier  decided  to  withdraw  a 
more  specific  plank  and  instead 
supported  the  more  general  lan¬ 
guage  agreed  to  by  the  Carter 
forces. 

The  plank  that  was  abandoned 
asked  for  repeal  of  all  regulations 
and  laws  “used  to  stigmatize 
persons  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation,”  asked  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  presidential  candidate,  if 
elected,  to  issue  an  executive  order 
prohibiting  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  all  gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  and  programs, 
and  called  for  federal  legislation 
to  prohibit  job  discrimination 
against  lesbians  and  gay  males. 

The  decision  to  abandon  the 
fight  for  the  more  specific  plank 
in  the  committee  virtually  elimi¬ 
nated  the  possibility  of  a  fight 
over  lesbian  and  gay  rights  on  the 
floor  of  the  convention  itself. 

continued  on  page  117 


Republican  Gay  Delegates 
breaking  Ice’  In  Detroit 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

BOSTON  —  Protesting  the  re¬ 
cent  Supreme  Court  ruling  on 
Medicaid  abortions  and  demand¬ 
ing  that  the  State  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  cover  the  full  costs  of  such 
abortions,  a  group  of  60  women 
and  half  a  dozen  men  picketed  the 
Massachusetts  State  House  at 
noon  on  Thursday,  July  10.  The 
small  but  lively  group  marched  in 
front  of  the  State  House  for  about 
40  minutes  chanting,  “Not  the 
church,  not  the  state,  women 
must  decide  our  fate,”  “Get  your 
laws  off  our  bodies,”  and  “Medi¬ 
caid  abortions  means  abortion 
rights  for  all.” 

Vivien  Simon,  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  the  demonstration  and  a 
member  of  Mass  Childbearing 
Rights  Alliance  (MCRA),  told 
GCN,  “We  are  here  today  to  say 
we  are  very  angry  about  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision;  we  think  it 
was  an  inhumane  decision,  it’s  an 
insult  to  women.  We  see  it  as  a 
first  attempt  to  cut  back  on  all 
abortion  rights  for  women,  and 
we  are  going  to  go  up  to  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  office  to  ask  him  to  provide 
a  program  that  will  ensure  that 
women  on  welfare  can  continue  to 
exercise  their  right  to  choose  when 
and  if  and  under  what  circum¬ 
stances  to  bear  children.” 

After  picketing  outside,  the 
group  went  into  the  State  House 
and  asked  to  meet  with  Governor 
Ed  King.  King  refused  to  meet 
with  the  demonstrators. 

Recently  in  a  5-4  decision,  the 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  the  Hyde  Amend¬ 
ment,  which  restricts  the  use  of 
federal  medicaid  funds  for  abor¬ 
tion,  allowing  coverage  only  for 
pregnancies  resulting  from  rape  or 
incest  or  pregnancies  that  en¬ 
danger  the  mother’s  life. 

The  Massachusetts  version  of 
the  Hyde  Amendment  is  known  as 
tbe  Doyle  Bill  and  cuts  off  all  state 
funding  for  abortion  (for  Medi¬ 
caid  recipients  as  well  as  public 
employees),  even  in  cases  of  rape 
and  incest. 

According  to  Simon,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts 
has  filed  a  suit  to  get  a  restraining 
order  to  prevent  the  governor 


from  implementing  the  Doyle  Bill. 
“Our  efforts  here  (at  this  demon¬ 
stration),  are  in  coordination  and 
support  of  that  law  suit,”  Simon 
told  GCN. 

Marlene  Gerber  Fried,  an 
organizer  of  the  demonstration 
and  a  member  of  the  New  Ameri¬ 
can  Movement  (NAM)  and  Re¬ 
productive  Rights  National  Net¬ 
work  (R2N2)  Steering  Committee, 
talked  to  GCN  at  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  about  the  Supreme  Court 
ruling,  its  implications,  and  its 
connections  to  the  gay/lesbian 
movement.  “The  clearest  impact 
of  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
will  be  on  the  day-to-day  lives  of 
poor  women.  But  in  terms  of  the 
larger  issues,  I  think  we  have  seen 
for  a  long  time  that  the  attack  on 
abortion  rights  for  poor  women  is 
just  the  beginning  of  an  attack  on 
all  women’s  rights,  and  not  just 
limited  to  abortion  rights,  but  on 
all  kinds  of  things  that  the 
women’s  movement  and  the  gay/ 
lesbian  movement  have  stood  for. 

“Certainly  in  Boston  and  other 
cities  around  the  country  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  always  been  in 
the  forefront  in  the  fight  for 
abortion  rights.  I  think  that  this  isf 
because  they  have  perceived  a 
clear  connection  between  thd 
struggles  for  women’s  reproduc¬ 
tive  freedom  and  the  struggle  for 
gay/lesbian  liberation. 

“Partly  what  abortion  rights  is 
about  is  the  ability  of  women  to 
make  choices  about  when  and  if 
they  will  have  children.  Gay  men 
and  lesbians  are  also  in  that  strug¬ 
gle  because  they  are  prevented  a 
lot  of  times  from  making  that 
choice  because  of  their  sexual  pre¬ 
ference.  The  Courts  may  try  to 
take  their  kids  away,  their  ability 
to  adopt  children  is  restricted,  and 
in  lots  of  places  their  ability  to 
have  jobs  that  deal  with  children  is 
under  attack. 

“And  1  think  in  terms  of  the 
larger  issues  —  not  even  around 
having  children  —  but  in  terms  of 
freedom  to  be  who  you  want  to 
be,  to  conduct  your  life  in  the  way 
you  want  to  conduct  it  and  be  able 
to  have  jobs  and  support  services 
that  you  need  to  do  that  —  it 
Continued  on  page  9 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a 
move  apparently  designed  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  constituencies  ignored  by 
Reagan  Republicans,  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Rules  Committee  on  July  9 
voted  sweeping  changes  in  the 
party  charter  and  by-laws,  in¬ 
creasing  the  role  of  women  and 
minorities  in  party  affairs,  and 
barring  discrimination  against  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

One  amendment  made  perman¬ 
ent  the  now  temporary  “equal 
division”  rule,  which  ensures  that 
half  the  delegates  to  national  con¬ 
ventions  and  members  of  major 
party  boards  and  committees  be 
women. 

The  committee  also  agreed  that 
representation  of  “minorities,” 
including  blacks,  Hispanics, 
Asian-Pacific  Americans,  native 
Americans,  women  and  youth  in 
party  meetings  and  organizations 
should  “as  nearly  as  practicable” 
be  proportionate  to  their  numbers 
in  the  Democratic  electorate. 

Sexual  orientation  was  added  to 
a  list  of  classes  such  as  race,  sex, 
age,  and  national  origin,  which 
are  protected  from  discrimination 
in  the  party  charter  itself,  stating 
that  sexual  orientation  should  not 
“prejudice”  a  person’s  right  to 
participate  in  the  Democratic 
Party. 

Jo  Daly,  a  San  Francisco  Police 
Commissioner  and  one  of  two 
openly  gay  members  of  the  rules 
committee,  told  GCN  the  passage 
of  the  sexual  orientation  amend¬ 
ment  was  “a  life-long  dream  come 
true  for  me.  I  didn’t  think  I’d  see 
it  in  my  life,  I  really  didn’t. 

“This  country’s  moving  to  the 
right,  the  Democrats  have  moved 
to  the  right,  and  there’s  so  much 
emotionalism  about  the  issue  .  .  . 
I  was  thrilled.” 

The  other  openly  gay  member 
of  the  committe,  Steve  Weltman, 
told  GCN,  “I  think  it  represents 
some  progress  in  the  sense  that  we 
have  never  before  had  any  recog¬ 
nition  in  the  Democratic  charter.” 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Diane 
Feinstein  testified  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  and  Daly  called  Fein- 
stein’s  support  pivotal,  “because 
she  is  a  leader  in  the  Carter 
camp.” 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

DETROIT  —  Within  hours  of 
the  Democratic  Party  Rules  Com¬ 
mittee  action  widening  the  role  of 
women  and  minorities  in  party 
structure  and  barring 
discrimination  against  gay  people 
in  the  party,  the  Republican  Plat¬ 
form  Committee  abandoned  its 
former  support  for  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  and  called  for 
a  constitutional  amendment  ban¬ 
ning  abortions. 

The  Republican  platform  en¬ 
dorsed  the  idea  of  equal  rights  for 
women,  but  instead  of  endorsing 
the  ERA  itself,  as  it  has  in  each 
platform  since  1940,  it  said  the 
matter  was  best  left  to  the  state 
legislatures  and  to  the  courts. 

Mary  Crisp,  co-chairman  of  the 
Republican  Party,  warned  the 
GOP  national  committee  that 
“Although  our  party  has  pre¬ 
sented  the  outward  appearance  of 
vibrant  health.  I’m  afraid  we  are 
suffering  from  serious  internal 


sickness,”  the  Washington  Post 
reported. 

"Our  party  has  endorsed  and 
worked  for  the  ERA  for  40 
years,”  declared  Crisp.  “Now  we 
are  reversing  our  position  and  are 
about  to  bury  the  rights  of  over 
100  million  American  women 
under  a  heap  of  platitudes.  Even 
worse  is  the  fact  that  our  party  is 
asking  for  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  to  ban  abortions.” 

In  the  face  of  opposition  from 
pro-Ronald  Reagan  forces.  Crisp 
is  not  seeking  re-election  to  her 
post  as  party  co-chair. 

Many  delegates  to  the  Republi¬ 
can  National  Convention,  which 
opened  here  July  14,  were  ap¬ 
parently  unaware  of  another  first: 
the  inclusion  of  two  openly  gay 
men  as  elected  delegates  to  the 
convention. 

Tim  Drake,  from  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  Chuck  Thompson,  from 
Greenwich  Village  in  New  York 
City,  are  the  first  openly  gay  dele¬ 


gates  ever  elected  to  a  Republican 
National  Convention.  Drake  was 
elected  as  an  Aqderson  delegate, 
while  Thompson  is  uncommitted. 

Drake  told  GCN  he  had  no  illu¬ 
sions  about  the  clout  of  the  two- 
member  Gay  Caucus.  “I  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  to  accomplish  anything  at  all 
with  the  platform,  either  putting 
something  in  or  preventing  any¬ 
thing  from  being  in  the  platform. 

“As  an  openly  gay  delegate  I’m 
just  breaking  ice  here.  I’m  just  es¬ 
tablishing  a  presence.  Actually  the 
fact  that  it’s  such  a  boring  conven¬ 
tion  is  making  my  presence  even 
more  important,”  Drake  pointed 
out. 

Tom  Bastow  also  noted  the 
public  relations  value  of  the 
openly  gay  delegation,  both  for 
the  other  delegates  as  well  as  the 
world  outside  the  convention  hall. 
Bastow  is  codirector  of  the 
National  Convention  Project,  a 
Washington-based  lobbying 
Continued  on  page  9 
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quote  of  the  week 

“Christian  Americans  hoped  that  Jimmy  Carter 
would  back  moves  to  cut  government-paid  abortions, 
help  push  for  prayer  in  public  schools  and  strongly 
deny  the  phony  claims  of  equal  rights  for  militant 
homosexuals. 

"Instead  of  actions,  Mr.  Carter  has  given  us  soft- 
spoken  words  about  his  personal  beliefs  and  backed 
away  from  every  opportunity  to  truly  stand  up  for 
these  beliefs  in  the  political  arena. 

"Mr.  Carter  is  afraid  of  offending  Gloria  Stienem 
[sic],  the  National  Organization  for  Women  and  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  crowd  but  not  afraid  of 
turning  his  back  on  God! 

"This  is  exactly  what  has  brought  America  to  the 
crisis  point  we  are  in  today. 

"You  and  I  have  absolutely  no  choice! 

"We  must  testify  our  Christian  principles  at  the 
election  booth.  We  must  turn  out  the  faint  of  heart, 
weak  of  faith  and  elect -true  Christian  leaders  in 
America. . . . 

“My  letter  is  your  call  to  action.  Your  destiny  as  a 
Christian  and  an  American  calls  you  to  join  with  me 
in  this  great  Crusade  to  Save  America,  Bring  God 
back  to  American  leadership  and  elect  Ronald 
Reagan  President  of  the  United  States - 

“Pray  for  success  in  our  efforts  to  elect  Ronald 
Reagan  and  others  like  him  who  can  bring  our  coun¬ 
try  out  of  this  godless  age  of  massive  abortions, 
homosexuality,  and  rampant  national  crime.” 

—  Rev.  Richard  Zone,  vicechair  of  Christians  for 
Reagan,  in  a  fundraising  letter  that  is  self-described 
as  a  “project  of  Christian  Voice  Moral  Government 
Fund,”  P.O.  Box  7082,  Pasadena,  CA  91101. 


federally  funded  coffin 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Conservative  delegates 
walked  out  of  the  last  of  the  three  White  House  Con¬ 
ferences  on  Families  here,  tearing  up  their  ballots  to 
protest  what  they  considered  a  lack  of  discussion  of 
“moral  issues,”  just  as  they  had  walked  out  of  earlier 
conferences  in  Baltimore  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No. 47)  and 
Minneapolis. 

The  Los  Angeles  conference  voted  to  support 
the  proposed  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA),  legal¬ 
ized  abortion,  and  teenage  access  to  contraception. 
The  votes  prompted  Nevada  delegate  Janie  Triggs, 
who  led  the  walkout,  to  tell  the  New  York  Times,  “The 
entire  conference  from  its  inception  has  manipulated 
and  contributed  to  provide  for  a  pre-determined 
outcome.  To  accept  the  pre-determined 
recommendations  would  be  to  drive  more  nails  into 
the  federally  funded  coffin  of  the  American  family.” 

The  Minneapolis  conference,  though  it  sup¬ 
ported  the  ERA  and  narrowly  defeated  a  resolution 
favoring  an  anti-abortion  amendment  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  approved  a  definition  of  families  which  excludes 
lesbian  and  gay  relationships  and  denounced 
"secular  humanism”  in  public  institutions. 

“Both  sides  won  some  and  lost  some,”  Jim  Guy 
Tucker,  chair  of  the  conference,  said. 

While  the  Los  Angeles  conference  was  being 
held,  about  7,000  persons  attended  a  conservative 
“pro-family”  conference  in  Long  Beach,  CAto  protest 
the  White  House  Conference.  They  passed  resolu¬ 
tions  supporting  an  anti-abortion  amendment,  prayer 
in  public  schools,  and  a  Senate  investigation  of  the 
delegate  selection  process  to  the  White  House  Con¬ 
ference. 

march  against  police  violence 

NEW  YORK  —  A  march  to  protest  police  vio¬ 
lence  and  harassment  of  transpeople,  blacks, 
women,  youth  and  prostitutes,  as  well  as  lesbians 
and  gay  males,  will  take  place  on  Sunday,  July  27  at 
3:00  p.m. 

“The  police  randomly  arrest  on  a  quota  basis 
from  among  these  people,”  charges  a  statement 
released  by  the  Gay  Activists’  Alliance  of  New  York 
(GAA).  "Transpeople  are  openly  beaten  by  police. 
Prostitutes  and  others  are  raped  without  recourse. 
This  is  an  attack  on  the  entire  lesbian,  transpeople, 
and  gay  male  population  of  the  metropolitan  area. 
The  police  encourage  harassment  against  us.” 

Participants  will  march  on  West  Street,  from  just 
north  of  Christopher  Street  to  the  Sixth  Precinct 
police  headquarters. 

According  to  GAA,  the  group  has  previously 
been  engaged  in  a  year-long  discussion  with  the 
Sixth  Precinct  concerning  harassment  by  police. 
“Those  talks  proved  useless,”  say  members  of  the 
organization. 


southeastern  conference 

MEMPHIS  —  The  Southeastern  Conference  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  will  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
Rivermont  here  August  1,  2,  and  3.  The  conference 
will  feature  Barbara  Grier,  Leonard  Matlovich,  Lea 
Hopkins,  Meg  Christian,  and  Tee  Corinne,  along  with 
films,  workshops,  and  other  events.  Registration  is 
$15;  reservations  and  requests  for  housing  should  be 
sent  to  Conference  ’80,  Box  3038,  Memphis,  TN 
38103. 


women’s  festival 

BOSTON  —  A  women’s  festival,  featuring  exhib¬ 
its  and  performances  by  service  organizations,  spe¬ 
cial  interest  groups,  humanities,  and  the  performing, 
media,  visual,  and  craft  arts,  will  be  held  at  City  Hall 
Plaza  on  July  27  from  11:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

The  festival  is  sponsored  by  the  National  Center 
for  Women  in  the  Performing  and  Media  Arts  and  the 
Boston  Commission  to  Improve  the  Status  of 
Women. 


women’s  status  declining 

COPENHAGEN,  DENMARK  —  The  second  world 
conference  of  the  United  Nations’  Decade  for  Women 
opened  here  with  an  assessment  that  the  status  of 
women  around  the  world  had  declined  in  the  five 
years  since  the  first  conference  was  held. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times,  118 
member  countries  of  the  United  Nations  have  spon¬ 
sored  a  total  of  about  1000  delegates  to  the  con¬ 
vention.  Those  delegates  were  told  by  Lucille 
Mathurin  Mair  of  Jamaica,  secretary  general  of  the 
conference,  that  the  deterioration  of  women’s  status 
is  especially  noticeable  in  Third  World  countries. 

Women  have  fallen  behind  in  the  last  five  years 
in  health,  education,  and  employment,  said  Mair.  She 
said  that  there  is  no  accurate  means  of  measuring 
the  true  productivity  of  women  because  so  much  of  it 
is  never  paid  for.  “An  accurate  means  of  measuring 
women’s  actual  productivity  would  lead  not  only  to 
profound  changes  for  women,  but  to  a  changed  per¬ 
ception  on  our  part  of  the  realities  of  economic  rela¬ 
tions  between  nations.” 

Included  in  the  government-picked  United 
States  delegation  is  Maureen  Rafferty,  national  co¬ 
coordinator  of  the  American  branch  of  Wages  Due 
Lesbians,  an  organization  that  is  part  of  the 
International  Wages  for  Housework  campaign.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  in  the  San  Francisco  Examiner, 
the  rights  of  lesbians  will  be  one  of  the  concerns  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  American  delegation.  It  is  not  known 
whether  there  are  any  other  openly  lesbian  delegates 
at  the  conference. 

Among  the  delegations  is  one  from  Iran,  wher^ 
the  conference  was  originally  scheduled  to  be  held; 
that  plan  fell  through  following  the  Islamic  revolution 
of  February  1979.  The  Iranian  delegation  consists  of 
one  man  and  11  chador-clad  women,  led  by  Akram 
Hairiri,  who  explained  with  a  laugh  that  she  wore  the 
long  veiled  costume  so  she  could  “hide  guns  inside 
. . .  I  don’t  have  to  go  to  the  hairdresser,  so  I  can  give 
money  to  my  country.” 

A  second  women’s  conference  is  being  held  si¬ 
multaneously,  also  in  Copenhagen  and  also  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Nations,  for  women’s  groups 
who  are  not  part  of  official  national  delegations. 


even  if  the  heavens  should  fall 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  At  the  Texas  State  Democratic 
Convention  held  here  late  last  month,  a  resolution 
supporting  repeal  of  Texas’  sodomy  laws  outlawing 
homosexual  conduct  received  1693  of  about  3,700 
votes  —  just  300  short  of  success. 

The  Dallas  Times-Herald  attributed  what  they 
called  “an  impressive  show  of  strength”  to  the 
Lesbian-Gay  Democrats  of  Texas,  which  sent  about 
100  lesbian  and  gay  delegates  to  the  convention. 

The  resolutions  committee,  which  the  paper 
called  “a  perennial  burial  place  for  gay  rights  resolu¬ 
tions,”  passed  the  repeal  motion  20  to  8,  though  one 
disgruntled  delegate  railed  that  it  was  much  “un- 
Christianlike”  nonsense  that  "caused  the  decay  of 
morality  in  Greece  and  Rome  and  will  cause  our 
country  to  go  down  the  drain.” 

Former  Houston  Mayor  Fred  Hofheinze  and 
Houston  Congressmember  Mickey  Leland  spoke  in 
support  of  the  resolution.  “I  know  this  is  highly 
controversial,  but  it  is  a  principle  of  our  party  that 
justice  should  be  done  even  if  the  heavens  should 
fall,”  Leland  said. 

Approximately  2,073  delegates  disagreed  and 
voted  against  the  resolution.  One  elderly  man  told  the 
Times-Herald,  “I  love  all  these  people,  but  I  can’t 
agree  with  them.  I’ve  listened  for  two  days  to  party 
leaders  ask  for  a  winning  team  this  year,  and  this 
resolution  will  lose  at  least  10,000  votes  for  Carter  if 
it  goes  to  the  national  convention.” 


homosexuella  fri  gorelseveckan 

STOCKHOLM,  SWEDEN  -  Lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  here  are  planning  “homosexuella  fri  gorelsev¬ 
eckan,”  or  Gay  Liberation  Week,  from  August  18  to 
August  24.  The  week  will  feature  a  discussion  with 
the  local  political  parties,  a  “massmediadiscussion,” 
an  international  seminar,  a  carnival-demonstration 
throghout  the  city  followed  by  an  “open-air-party”  in 
Humlegarden  Park,  and  a  church  service,  as  well  as 
parties  and  open  discos  for  both  men  and  women. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Stockholm  num¬ 
ber  08-424219. 


out  on  the  street 

MISSOULA,  MT  —  Two  women  here  have  lost  a 
court  battle  for  restitution  from  their  former  landlord, 
who  allegedly  evicted  them  from  their  home  after  he 
learned  they  were  lesbians. 

Out  In  Montana,  the  newsletter  of  the  state 
organization  of  the  same  name,  reports  that  the  land¬ 
lord  allegedly  used  illegal  methods  to  evict  the 
women,  including  failing  to  give  the  women  a  re¬ 
quired  30-day  notice  of  eviction  and  changing  the 
locks  on  the  women’s  house  without  their  permission 
and  with  all  their  belongings  locked  inside. 

Missoula  Municipal  Judge  Wallace  Clark  dis¬ 
missed  the  case  for  “lack  of  evidence.”  The  news¬ 
letter  reports  that  during  the  trial,  Clark  frequently 
made  comments  "totally  unrelated  to  the  case."  The 
newsletter  cites  as  an  example  Clark’s  reminder  that 
the  women  had  a  past  history  of  not  keeping  their 
dogs  leashed.  It  also  reports  that  Clark  "is  known 
throughout  Missoula  for  his  stands  against  pro¬ 
women’s  issues  and  gay  rights.” 


international  jewish  conference 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  California  Superior  Court 
Judge  Stephen  Lachs,  the  first  openly  gay  man  ever 
appointed  to  the  American  judiciary,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  the  opening  banquet  of  the  Fifth 
International  Conference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews 
scheduled  for  Labor  Day  weekend,  Aug.  29-Sept.  1, 
1980,  at  the  Golden  Gateway  Holiday  Inn  here. 

The  banquet  will  inaugurate  a  weekend  of  work¬ 
shops,  social  events,  and  political  discussions  for 
some  three  to  four  hundred  participants  from 
throughout  the  world.  Dinner  will  be  followed  by  Sab¬ 
bath  services  at  Congregation  Sherith  Israel  and  an 
Oneg  Shabbat  with  music  and  folkdancing. 

Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday  will  offer  a  sched¬ 
ule  of  religious  services,  business  sessions, 
luncheons  and  symposia  on  topics  ranging  from 
“Religion  and  Homosexuality:  A  Jewish  Perspective” 
to  “Color  Your  Closet”  (an  art-therapy  workshop). 

“The  registration  deadline  is  August  1,”  advises 
Irene  Ogus,  Conference  vice-chair.  "We’re  receiving 
inquiries  from  all  over  the  world;  everyone  interested 
in  attending  should  immediately  write  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Registration  Committee  at  P.O.  Box  5640, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101.” 


no  bruising  for  cruising ? 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  William  Friedkin’s 
movie  Cruising,  which  sparked  demonstrations 
during  its  filming  and  after  its  release  in  America  for 
its  allegedly  anti-gay  theme,  is  being  released  here  — 
but  Sydney  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  not  demon¬ 
strate  against  it. 

Melbourne  Gay  Community  News  (no  connec¬ 
tion  to  GCN)  reports  that  Gays  Against  Violence  in 
Sydney  distributed  tickets  to  a  special  screening  of 
Cruising  to  area  lesbian  and  gay  activists,  who  met 
following  the  screening  to  determine  a  course  of 
action  to  take  against  the  film. 

At  the  meeting,  it  was  determined  that  “ Cruising 
needs  all  the  help  it  can  get  ...  and  [those  who 
attended]  agreed  that  they  would  not  give  it  any  such 
—  no  demonstrations,  no  teams  to  leaflet  the  cinema 
patrons,  no  leaflets,”  according  to  Ken  Lovett,  who 
attended  the  meeting. 

However,  the  group  decided  to  monitor  the 
Australian  media  to  keep  watch  on  reviews  of  the 
film,  as  well  as  reports  of  any  violence  or  anti-gay 
feeling  the  film  may  have  provoked.  The  group  was 
prepared  to  meet  again  at  short  notice  if  such  a 
reaction  warranted  it. 

Clipping  of  reviews  or  articles  on  violence 
should  be  sent  to  Susan  at  Gay  Waves,  Box  943,  P.O. 
Darlinghurst,  NSW  2010,  Australia. 


baptists  head  right 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Conservative  activists  packed  the 
recent  convention  of  Southern  Baptists  here  and 
elected  as  president  Bailey  Smith,  the  convention’s 
second  consecutive  president  to  make  key  appoint¬ 
ments  in  the  church  depending  on  whether  the  ap¬ 
pointee  believes  that  the  Bible  is  “inerrant  Word  of 
God.” 

According  to  Christianity  Today,  at  the  conven¬ 
tion  the  “messengers”  (delegates)  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  deploring  the  “proliferation”  of  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  and  condemned  homosexuality  as  sin,  but  said 
God  would  forgive  those  who  repent. 

The  convention  also  passed  a  resolution  against 
permissive  abortion,  opposed  the  use  of  tax  funds  for 
nontherapeutic  abortions,  and  favored  the  adoption 
of  legislation  for  a  constitutional  amendment  prohib¬ 
iting  abortion  except  to  save  the  mother’s  life. 

Another  resolution  which  passed  noted  that  the 
recent  White  House  Conference  on  the  Family  had 
supported  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  abortion,  and  "a 
general  undermining  of  the  biblical  concept  of  the 
family.”  The  resolution  asked  that  only  the  “biblical 
definition”  of  the  family,  referring  to  a  married  man 
and  woman  and  their  children,  be  accepted. 
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Navy  To  Discharge  Eight 
In  ‘Lesbian  Witchhunt’ 


By  David  Morris 
CAMBRIDGE  —  Interested  in¬ 
dividuals  and  representatives  of 
several  Boston  area  organizations 
agreed  at  a  meeting  held  Sunday, 
July  13  to  form  a  coalition  to  aid 
in  the  resettlement  here  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees. 

Present  were  members  of  the 
Comite  Latino  de  Lesbiana,siy 
Homosexuales  de  Boston,  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church 
(MCC),  Dignity  and  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF). 

There  was  discussion  of  what 
has  already  been  done  in  the  re¬ 
settlement  effort.  A  member  of 
MCC  reported  that  the  United 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches,  the  national 
organization,  had  pledged  $60,000 
for  assisting  the  refugees,  and  that 
MCC  of  Boston  had  committed  it¬ 
self  to  raising  $2,000,  $1,200  of 
which  has  already  been  raised. 

It  was  revealed  that  at  least  five 
homosexual  women  and  men  are 
among  the  Cubans  already 


Compiled  by  Michael  Ferguson 

MILWAUKEE  —  The  Com¬ 
mon  Council  of  this  city  at  its  July 
8  meeting  voted  10-6  in  favor  of 
adopting  an  ordinance  that  would 
ban  discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  preference  in  city  employ¬ 
ment.  The  fate  of  the  ordinance 
now  rests  with  Mayor  Henry  W. 
Maier. 

If  enacted,  the  ordinance  would 
prohibit  discrimination  in  all  city 
departments  except  the  school  de¬ 
partment,  which  is  under  separate 
jurisdiction.  It  would  also  pro¬ 
hibit  discrimination  by  any  firm 
doing  business  with  the  city. 

The  Council’s  action  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  communication  from  the 
Judeo-Christian  Committee  for 
Human  Rights  to  the  Council’s 
Judiciary  and  Legislation  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  Judeo-Christian  Com¬ 
mittee,  representing  several  gay  as 
well  as  straight  individuals  and 
organizations,  including  the  Gay 
People’s  Union  and  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  suggested 
that  the  Council  take  up  the  or¬ 
dinance. 

The  Legislation  Committee  held 
a  series  of  three  public  hearings  on 
the  ordinance.  On  June  23,  in  a 
confused  session,  the  Committee 
refused  to  table  the  ordinance,  re¬ 
fused  to  approve  the  ordinance, 
and  then  finally  passed  the 
measure  on  to  the  full  Council 
without  recommendation. 

According  to  Joyce  LaParle, 
clerk  for  the  Legislation  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  confusion  surrounded 
an  opinion  by  City  Attorney 
James  Brennan.  In  his  opinion, 
Brennan  stated  that  the  ordinance 


brought  to  the  Boston  area  by  the 
Catholic  organizations  and  given 
temporary  housing  at  the  Cardinal 
Cushing  Center. 

Concerning  immediate  concrete 
steps  Bostonians  might  take,  it 
was  agreed  that  until  a  specifically 
gay  collection  center  is  estab¬ 
lished,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
should  make  donations  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  other  personal  items  to  the 
Cardinal  Cushing  Center,  identi¬ 
fying  the  source  as  lesbian  or  gay 
but  not  specifying  that  they  be 
given  to  lesbian  or  gay  recipients 
only. 

There  was  general  agreement 
that  the  objective  of  the  new  coali¬ 
tion  should  be  to  coordinate  the 
resettlement  effort  in  the  Boston 
area  by  locating  and  screening 
sponsors  and  matching  them  with 
refugees,  and  to  lend  support  to 
the  national  effort  initiated  at  a 
meeting  in  Washington  lulv  7  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  1). 

It  was  pointed  out  that  although 
the  refugees  are  eligible  for  food 
stamps  and  will  be  provided 
Continued  on  page  9 


gave  the  enforcing  agency  (the 
Commission  on  Community  Rela¬ 
tions)  the  power  of  subpoena,  a 
power  it  did  not  have  and  could 
only  be  granted  through  a  change 
in  the  City  Charter. 

LaParle  said  that  several  aider- 
men  wanted  to  wait  to  act  on  the 
ordinance  until  after  charter  re¬ 
form  could  be  dealt  with  in  the 
fall.  Others  wanted  to  deal  with 
the  matter  immediately  due  to 
community  pressure  on  both  sides 
of  the  issue. 

On  July  8,  the  full  Common 
Council  gave  its  support  to  the 
ordinance  in  a  10-6  vote  and  sent 
the  measure  on  to  the  Mayor  for 
his  action. 

City  Attorneys  Brennan  and 
Maurice  Markey  have  rendered  an 
opinion  that  the  ordinance  is  “il¬ 
legal  and  unenforceable.”  They 
maintain  it  is  unenforceable 
because  of  the  subpoena  problem. 
They  suggested  that  it  may  be  il¬ 
legal  in  that  “the  flaunting  of 
homosexuality  may  be  disrupting 
to  the  workplace.”  They  said  that 
if  a  person’s  behavior  was  up¬ 
setting  to  other  people,  prohibit¬ 
ing  their  dismissal  may  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  others  to  be  un¬ 
disturbed. 

The  ordinance  now  awaits 
mayoral  action.  Maier  has  three 
options:  he  can  sign  the  measure; 
he  can  return  the  measure  to  the 
Council,  letting  it  pass  without  his 
signature;  or  he  can  veto  the  mea¬ 
sure,  in  which  case  two-thirds  of 
the  Council  would  have  to  vote  to 
override.  The  mayor’s  office  had 
no  comment  on  what  action  he 
might  choose. 


Compiled  by  Mary  Burns 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Charges 
against  eight  of  the  16  women 
sailors  on  board  the  U.S.S.  Nor¬ 
ton  Sound  who  have  been  under 
investigation  by  the  U.S.  Navy 
since  May  15  for  alleged  homosex¬ 
uality  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  48) 
have  been  dropped. 

The  remaining  eight  face 
charges  upgraded  from  “unsuit¬ 
ability”  to  “misconduct.”  The 
change  may,  according  to  the 
Bureau  of  Navy  Personnel  Man¬ 
ual,  enable  the  Navy  to  give  the 
women  less  than  honorable  dis¬ 
charges  should  it  find  against 
them;  however,  according  to  the 
women’s  lawyer,  Susan  McGreivy 
of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Southern  California’s 
Gay  Rights  Chapter,  such  action 
would  be  in  conflict  with  the 
Navy’s  current  regulations  as  set 
forth  in  a  memorandum  from  the 
Chief  of  Naval  Operations. 

Hearings  in  the  eight  remaining 
cases  begin  August  1  before  the 
Navy  Discharge  Review  Board. 
According  to  McGreivy,  no  rules 
of  evidence  will  be  in  effect. 
“Ninety  percent  of  these  charges 
are  hearsay,  innuendo,  or 
opinion,”  she  told  GCN.  “I’ve 
seen  the  statements,  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  against  some  of  those 
[whose  cases  were  dismissed]  is 
worse  than  [that  against]  those 
being  prosecuted.” 

All  eight  women  plan  to  appeal 
their  cases  to  federal  court  should 
the  Navy  hearings  decide  against 
them.  “We’ve  got  eight  brave 
women  here,”  said  McGreivy. 
“The  evidence  is  extremely  em¬ 
barrassing  for  them  —  records  of 
their  personal  phone  calls  and  so 
forth.” 

Should  the  case  reach  federal 
court,  the  ACLU  plans  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  constitutionality  of 
several  Navy  regulations  pertain¬ 
ing  to  homosexual  conduct. 

Points  of  contention  include  the 
Navy’s  requirement  that  suspected 
homosexuals  undergo  psychiatric 
testing  in  spite  of  the  American 
Medical  Association’s  disavowal 
of  this  practice;  violations  of  free 
speech  and  association  rights; 
evidentiary  violation  of  the  Fifth 
Amendment  protections,  in  allow¬ 
ing  the  introduction  of  hearsay  as 


Compiled  by  Ingrid  Monson 

BOSTON  —  A  broad  coalition 
of  Boston  area  women’s  organiza¬ 
tions  and  individuals  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  Boston’s  third 
annual  “Women  Unite:  Take 
Back  the  Night”  march  will  take 
place  on  Saturday,  August  9,  be¬ 
ginning  at  7:00  p.m. 

Women  will  be  marching  to 
draw  public  attention  to  issues 
concerning  violence  against 
women  from  six  locations  in  the 
Boston  area  —  Boston  Common, 
Upham’s  Corner  in  Dorchester, 
Union  Square  in  Somerville, 
Johnson  Playground  at  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Green  and  Lamartine 
Streets  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Central 
Square  in  Cambridge,  and  Union 
Square  in  Allston.  Over  5,000 
women  participated  in  last  year’s 
march  under  unfavorably  rainy 
conditions.  This  year’s  turnout  is 
expected  to  be  even  larger. 

The  purpose  of  the  “Take  Back 
The  Night”  march  is  three-fold. 
First,  the  march  seeks  to  draw 
public  attention  to,  and  educate 
the  community  about,  the  con¬ 
tinual  problem  of  direct  and  in¬ 
direct  violence  against  women  in 
American  society.  This  violence, 
or  fear  of  it,  according  to  the 
march’s  organizers,  is  familiar  to 


evidence,  and  lack  of  equal 
protection. 

Regarding  the  last,  McGreivy 
pointed  out  that  Article  134  of  the 
Uniform  Code  of  Military  Justice 
establishes  penalties  for  hetero¬ 
sexuals  caught  fraternizing  in  uni¬ 
form,  while  gays  are  discharged 
for  similar  behavior,  in  or  out  of 
uniform. 

In  response  to  a  question  about 
possible  racial  overtones  to  the 
case,  McGreivy  stated,  “I’ve  seen 
the  witnesses’  documents,  and 
some  of  them  accuse  every  single 


By  Robert  Mank 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Plain¬ 
clothes  police  here  are  patrolling  a 
wooded  area  known  as  the  Bird 
Sanctuary  and  arresting  gay  men 
on  charges  of  sexual  offenses  as  a 
response  to  the  beating  and 
stabbing  of  a  35-year-old  gay  All¬ 
ston  man  in  that  area  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Tuesday,  July  8. 

The  assaulted  man,  who  did  not 
wish  his  name  released,  told  GCN 
that  three  youths  between  the  ages 
of  16  and  18  called  to  him  and  de¬ 
manded  that  he  perform  a  sexual 
act  on  them  as  he  passed  them  in 
the  Bird  Sanctuary  at  about  mid¬ 
night.  He  told  them  that  there 
were  police  in  the  area  and  that 
they  should  leave;  they  rushed  at 
him.  “The  next  thing  I  knew,  I 
was  on  the  ground  with  the  three 
of  them  punching  me;  then  I  was 
stabbed.” 

The  man  was  discovered  by  a 
passerby  and  taken  to  Mount 
Auburn  Hospital,  where  he  was 
treated  for  a  punctured  lung,  cuts, 
and  abrasions.  He  was  released 
several  days  later. 

Police  investigation  of  the  inci¬ 
dent  began  after  the  incident  was 
reported  the  following  day.  Be¬ 
cause  the  area  is  along  the  Charles 
River,  it  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Metropolitan  District  Com¬ 
mission  (MDC)  police.  According 


most  women  in  many  forms:  bat¬ 
tering  in  the  home,  rape,  sexual 
harassment  in  the  workplace, 
pornography,  violence  committed 
in  prison  and  mental  institutions, 
and  the  more  subtle  forms  of 
violence  communicated  in  adver¬ 
tising,  attitudes,  and  media  repre¬ 
sentations  of  women. 

Acts  of  overt  violence  against 
women  occur  more  often  at  night 
than  other  times  of  the  day,  and 
every  woman  learns  as  a  small 
child  that  she  cannot  expect  to  be 
safe  on  the  street  at  night.  It  is 
against  this  passive  expectation 
that  women  stay  home  if  they 
expect  to  be  safe,  that  the  slogan 
“Take  Back  The  Night”  was 
born. 

The  second  purpose  of  the 
march  is  to  facilitate  making 
connections  between  individual 
women  and  women’s  groups  con¬ 
cerned  about  and  providing 
services  for  victims  of  violence. 

The  third  purpose,  organizers 
say,  is  to  celebrate  the  hard  work 
and  accomplishments  that  have 
been  made  by  women  struggling 
to  make  the  community  safer  and 
more  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
women. 

A  priority  of  this  year’s  “Take 
Back  The  Night”  coalition  has 


black  woman  on  the  ship.  Every 
black  woman  on  the  ship  was 
originally  under  investigation.” 
Three  of  the  remaining  eight 
charged  are  black.  She  was  unable 
to  give  the  ratio  of  black  to  white 
women  aboard  the  ship. 

“The  record  of  this  case  will  be 
fascinating,”  McGreivy  said. 
“It’s  a  witch  hunt,  pure  and  sim¬ 
ple.” 

Navy  spokesperson  Lt.  Cmdr. 
Markv  Baker,  of  the  U.S.  Pacific 
Fleet’s  Naval  Service  Force,  could 
not  be  reached  for  comment. 


to  Det.  Steven  Monahan  of  the 
MDC  police,  there  are  no  suspects 
in  the  stabbing  as  yet. 

Frank  Muollo,  MDC  police 
public  relations  spokesperson, 
told  GCN  that  the  department’s 
response  to  the  incident  will  be 
“to  try  to  tighten  our  hold  around 
the  area  by  foot  patrols,  plain¬ 
clothes  police,  investigations,  and 
sexual  arrests.” 

Muollo  said  that  the  procedure 
for  such  arrests  would  be  that  “if 
someone  is  seen  doing  a  sexual  of¬ 
fense  —  any  sexual  offense  —  he, 
or  they,  will  be  brought  in.”  He 
declined  to  say  how  many  such 
arrests  have  been  made. 

How  will  arresting  people  on 
sexual  charges  help  to  stop  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  Bird  Sanctuary  area? 
“Violence  down  the  Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary  is  causing  to  rise  [sic]  because 
of  the  gay  people  cruising  there,” 
Muollo  said.  He  said  that  if  cruis¬ 
ing  in  the  area  would  stop,  vio¬ 
lence  there  would  also  stop. 

“That’s  always  their  response 
—  to  arrest  the  victim,”  John 
Ward,  executive  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders  (GLAD),  a  Boston-area 
legal  organization,  told  GCN. 
“It’s  typical  of  the  level  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  as  well  as  integrity,  that 
I’ve  come  to  expect  from  the 
Continued  on  page  16 


been  to  increase  the  participation 
of  women  of  color  in  the  march 
and  to  raise  issues  of  concern  in 
the  struggle  against  racism. 

Last  year’s  march,  participated 
in  by  predominantly  white 
women,  was  criticized  in  its  choice 
of  parade  route  and  slogans  used 
in  predominantly  black  and  Latin 
neighborhoods,  for  failing  to  be 
consciously  anti-racist  in  its 
activities.  Women  marched 
through  neighborhoods  in 
Roxbury  and  the  South  End,  and 
reportedly  the  shout  “No  More 
Rape”  was  heard  many  times 
more  often  than  shouts  concern¬ 
ing  the  murders  of  12  black 
women  from!  those  communities 
that  occurred  in  1979. 

This  year’s  parade  route  will 
not  go  through  the  South  End. 
Marchers  will  converge  instead  at 
Clemente  park  in  the  Fenway 
from  the  six  different  march 
points  in  the  area. 

Speaking  topics  have  not  been 
Finalized  yet,  but  according  to 
organizers,  the  following  two 
subjects  will  be  addressed: 
support  of  the  Willie  Sanders 
Defense  Committee,  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  Massachusetts’s  new 
“staircase”  rape  law  which  is  ex- 
Continuedon  page  9 
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gay  history/ 
Pittsburgh 


a  challenge 


gay  racism? 


Dear  Community  Voices, 

“Fag”  did  not  enter  the  American  vernacular 
until  WW  II  and  it  was  only  in  1941  that  I  first 
heard  the  term  “gay”  used  of  homosexuals. 
Fifty  years  ago,  when  I  was  in  high  school,  the 
gay  was  known  as  a  “fairy”  or  a  “fruit”  — 
easily  spotted,  because  he  always  wore  a  red 
necktie. 

Our  was  a  Catholic  boys’  high  of  1500  and, 
although  there  was  the  usual  quota  of  sott- 
footed,  wrist-flapping,  flute-voiced,  bum-twitch¬ 
ing  students  among  us,  and  we  might  call  them 
“fairies”  with  affectionate  derision,  no  one 
would  even  dream  of  them  as  practicing  sodom¬ 
ites.  They  were  simply  .  .  .  “sissies.” 

In  fact,  in  the  whole  city  of  Pittsburgh  there 
was  only  one  Publicly  Certified  “Cock-sucker,” 
a  local  haberdasher,  and  he  was  notorious.  But 
there  was  said  to  be  a  sizeable  reward 
outstanding  for  anyone  who  could  tell  him  how 
the  report  got  started. 

It  was  all  so  nebulous  in  those  days  and  we 
were  so  innocent.  As  an  adolescent,  I  was  never 
solicited  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  were  any  of  my 
schoolmates.  They  spoke  knowingly  of  con¬ 
temptible  types,  grown-ups,  who  watched  with 
all  too  obvious  interest  as  they  went  skinny- 
dipping  in  the  river.  One  classmate  told  of 
hurrying  past  two  tramps,  bums,  down  by  the 
railroad  tracks,  engaged  in  what  he  called  “corn- 
holing,”  but  he  refused  to  tell  us  what  the  opera¬ 
tion  involved. 

By  1948,  I  was  aware  of  my  own  gay  instincts 
and  had  found  a  younger  fellow  —  a  real  nance 
—  for  company.  We  were  both  working  in  a 
small  town  40  miles  outside  of  Pittsburgh.  One 
day  he  said,  almost  explosively,  “I’m  going  into 
the  city  and  look  around  for  myself.  There’s  got 
to  be  some  action  in  a  town  that  size.”  There 
was.  When  I  met  him  a  day  or  so  later,  I  asked, 
“Well,  Freddie,  how  did  you  make  out  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh?”  He  giggled.  “Why,”  he  said,  “I  never 
even  got  outside  the  bus  terminal.” 

By  that  time,  1950,  there  were  two  gay  bars  in 
Pittsburgh:  the  Carnival  Lounge  on  Liberty 
Avenue  (mixed)  and  the  Horseshoe,  an  upstairs 
bar  around  the  corner  on  Penn.  The  high-school 
set  met  at  Thompson’s,  a  big  chain  restaurant, 
all  white  tile  and  enamel,  formerly  at  5th  and 
Smithfield. 

And  in  1950,  a  student  at  my  old  high  school 
told  me  that  he  knew  of  at  least  20  seniors,  class¬ 
mates,  who  were  admittedly  gay  and  who  — 
although  still  closeted  —  gave  one  another  the 
high  sign  and,  when  necessary,  moral  support. 
They  had  acquired  control  of  the  bookstore, 
where  they  could  lock  the  door  after  class  and 
enjoy  some  degree  of  privacy.  And  the  post  of 
storekeeper  with  his  assistants  was  being  handed 
down  from  one  generation  of  gays  to  the  next.  So 
far  had  things  advanced  during  the  20  years  since 
my  graduation. 

Name  Withheld  (still  in  the  closet) 

New  Boston,  NH 

gay  male  porn 

Dear  Editor: 

Never  in  my  albeit  limited  exposure  (consider¬ 
ing  my  mere  24  years)  to  gay  male  pornography 
have  I  discovered  women  being  beaten  by  men. 
In  fact,  I  can’t  recall  a  single  instance  where 
women  appeared  in  any  size,  shape,  or  form. 
Andrea  Dworken  notwithstanding  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  women  hold  little,  if  any,  erotic  and/or 
pornographic  appeal  to  gay  men. 

Sincerely, 

Porter  Mortell 
Cambridge,  MA 


BIG  STATE  CHAUVINISM??!!! 
Absolutely  not  true.  A  gentle¬ 
man  from  Colorado  has  been  so 
misguided  as  to  make  this  accu¬ 
sation.  As  he  would  know  if  he  had  read 
every  little  word  in  OCN  every  week,  in  our  first  "box"  we 
promised  to  make  our  contest  results  proportional  to  the  size 
of  each  stale.  Therefore,  if  Indiana  is  36,291  square  miles, 
people  there  will  have  to  send  us  larger  subscription  forms 
(and  checks!)  than  people  in  Colorado  ( 104,247 sq.  mi )  Oh 
you  don't  think  that's  funny?  Well,  what  do  you  expect 
when  yr.  promotions  manager  has  to  sit  here  in  this 
sweltering  office  worrying  what  to  do  now  that  our  only 
subscriber  in  North  Dakota  has  not  renewed?  And  besides 
Mr.  Colorado-Rocky-Mountain-Cool,  it  just  so  happeris 
that  our  readers  in  New  York  and  California  are  really 
helping  us  very  much.  Big  states  have  big  hearts. 

This  week  the  states  where  readers  have  found  us  the  most 
new  subscribers,  in  proportion  to  their  population  according 
to  my  nice  new  "Esso/Flying  A  Highway  Atlas"  are 
Colorado.  Arkansas.  Arizona,  Louisiana,  and  Washington. 


Dear  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  gently  challenge  G.  Kenneth 
Power’s  assumption  that  gay  white  males  are  the 
“majority”  (Community  Voices,  July  12,  1980). 
I  am  forced  to  point  out  that  statistically,  gay 
white  males  are  not  a  majority,  numerically  or  by 
percentage.  There  are  more  women  than  gay 
white  men,  and  more  gay  people  of  color  than 
gay  white  men. 

I  detect  in  both  Mr.  Power’s  and  also  Mr. 
Mortell’s  letters,  frustration  and  a  tinge  of  self¬ 
validation  that  these  men  have  every  right  to  air. 
I  am  curious,  however,  as  to  the  gut-level  emo¬ 
tions/reactions  they  felt,  that  prompted  them  to 
respond  in  the  ways  that  they  did.  Could  they 
have  finally  been  truly  confronted  by  their  own 
sexism/racism/classism,  and  fallen  victim  to  the 
“limousine  liberals’  ”  trap  of  being  defensive 
and  guilty?  * 

I  say  this  because,  as  a  white  lesbian,  nurtured 
on  “liberalism,”  and  now  dealing  actively  and 
positively  with  my  own  sexism/racism/classism, 
I  remember  clearly  my  reactions  when  I  finally 
broke  through  to  confront  these  parts  of  myself, 
especially  racism.  I  had  to  accept  that,  being 
white,  I  had  power  over  people  of  color;  power 
granted  me  by  blonde  hair  and  un-accented 
english.  I  had  to  accept  that,  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  I  ACTIVELY  EXERCISED  that 
power,  it  was  granted  me  by  white-centered  insti¬ 
tutions  and  persons. 

I  had  to  acknowledge  that  as  a  white  person,  I 
am  by  definition,  racist  (as  I  would  say  all  men 
are,  by  definition,  sexist),  and  that  I  have  to 
actively  deal  with  my  racism,  as  men  have  to 
actively  deal  with  their  sexism. 

I  felt  very  guilty  and  defensive.  It  made  me  go 
through  the  whole  .  .  .  “Not  ME,  I  couldn’t  pos¬ 
sibly  be  racist.  Some  of  my  best  friends  are  .  .  . 
etc.”  The  second  reaction  I  had  was  a  denial  of 
my  complicity,  and  a  denial  of  the  validity  of  my 
racism,  which,  to  save  face,  I  suppose,  led  me 
through  a  lot  ot  self-affirmation  and  .  .  .  “I’m 
getting  tired  .if  all  those  others,  more  oppressed 
than  thou  .  .  etc.”  This  sounds  an  awful  lot  like 
these  two  men.  I  encourage  them  to  get  out  of 
that  trap  —  and  anyone  else  who  feels  backed 
into  a  corner  and  confronted.  It  is  a  time  for 
change,  not  retrenching. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  gay  white  males 
have  some  of  the  access  to  power,  income, 
education  etc.,  that  all  white  men  have  in  this 
country.  Their  visibility  and  participation  in  “the 
movement”  are  directly  attributable  to  these  fac¬ 
tors  in  some  degree.  Women,  people  of  color,  the 
disabled,  constantly  have  their  visibility,  condi¬ 
tion,  struggles,  made  invisible,  trivial,  and  into 
non-issues.  They  become  disguised  in  the 
“majority.” 

We  have  the  responsibility  to  look  into  our 
own  lives  and  struggles  and  see  the  similarities  of 
pain  and  oppression  in  others’  lives.  Even  if  we 
don’t  have  the  same  economic  or  racial  or  what¬ 
ever  struggles  as  another,  we  shouldn’t  invalidate 
their  experiences,  as  in,  “How  can  you  be 
hungry,  I  just  ate  .  .  .” 

That,  I  think,  is  how  coalitions  are  built. 
Sincerely, 

Elisabeth  Mann 
Fall  River,  MA 

marriage  query 

Dear  Community  Voices, 

I  am  writing  a  book  on  marriage  and  homosex¬ 
uality  and  on  the  changing  ideas  about  both.  It 
will  be  published  by  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich. 

I  would  very  much  like  to  talk  with  men  and 
women  who,  now  or  in  the  past,  have  been 
involved  in  legal  marriages  in  which  at  least  one 
partner  is  homosexual. 

As  a  journalist  and  author,  I  can  give  an  abso¬ 
lute  guarantee  that  confidences  will  be  kept  and 
anonymity  preserved.  I  do  not  need  to  use  names 
or  to  know  them.  What  I  do  need  are  the  opini¬ 
ons  and  experiences  of  people  concerned. 

Why  do  homosexuals  marry?  Why  do  they 
stay  married?  Why  do  some  come  out  to  their 
partner  and  others  keep  their  secret  forever? 
How  do  they  feel  about  parenthood? 

I’ll  be  in  Boston  toward  the  end  of  July  and 
would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  interested  in 
-helping  with  the  book.  I  can  be  reached  at  The 
Economist ,  25  St.  James  Street,  London,  S.W.l, 
(England. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Brenda  Maddox 
Home  Affairs  Editor 
The  Economist 
London,  England 

those  empty  spaces 

Dear  Editor, 

Thank  you  Maida  Tilchen  for  sharing  your 
correspondence  with  your  aunt.  I  felt  that  I  was 
being  given  back  a  piece  of  my  history  —  a  real¬ 
ity  to  fill  in  some  of  those  empty  spaces  with.  The 
article  was  superbly  edited  and  put  together,  and 
revealed  two  strong  and  wonderfully  articulate 
women. 

With  pride  in  who  we  are, 

Andrea  Loewenstein 
Cliff  Island.  ME 


Dear  GCN, 

The  latest  installment  of  “Cookie  Jones” 
strikes  me  as  racist  and  I  would  like  to  say  why. 
It  upset  me  alot,  actually;  T.J.  Lee  was  to  my 
recollection  the  first  black  woman  in  the  strip, 
but  she  was  viewed  as  a  sex  object,  in  a  very 
blatant  and  degrading  way.  The  detective  heroine 
goes  away  after  interviewing  her  with  a  “damp 
crotch”  —  the  message  is  that  black  women  are 
beings  of  powerful,  almost  overwhelming 
sexuality.  It’s  an  old  message;  ever  since  slavery 
times  black  women  have  been  seen  as  the  holders 
of  mysterious,  primitive  sexuality.  It’s  been  used 
as  the  excuse  for  white  men’s  rape  of  black 
women,  and  certainly  has  been  useful  in 
upholding  the  view  of  black  women  as  little  more 
than  animals;  in  slavery  times,  the  breeders  for 
new  slaves,  often  through  rape  by  white  masters. 
White  lesbians,  as  much  as  any  white  people, 
need  to  stop  seeing  black  women  as  primarily 
sexual  beings,  as  if  they  were  posessors  of  some 
exotic  sexuality  that  we  don’t  have.  It’s  a  subtle 
form  of  racism  among  us,  and  I  imagine  black 
lesbians  must  be  hurt  by  that  attitude  when  they 
encounter  it.  We  white  women  need  to  own  our 
own  sexuality,  work  with  it,  develop  it,  not  look 
for  it  in  others. 

I’m  thinking  a  lot  of  this  out  for  the  first  time; 
as  I  write  this  down  the  analysis  develops.  What 
does  everyone  else  think  about  what  I’m  saying? 
I  want  to  add  one  more  thing  before  I  go  —  I’ve 
noticed  for  a  long  time  that  a  lot  of  gay  people 
are  fond  of  comparing  gay  liberation  to  black 
liberation,  saying  things  like  “no  one  would  dare 
say  a  black  shouldn’t  get  this  job,  so  why  do  they 
dare  say  gays  shouldn’t?”  While  of  course  I 
think  the  point  is  valid,  I  think  it’s  very  dishonest 
to  use  black  people’s  struggles  to  bolster  gay 
liberation,  when  white  gays  have  done  so  little 
toward  ending  racism  among  us. 

Aimee  Sands 
Somerville,  MA 

before  stonewall 

Dear  Editor, 

I’m  still  laughing  about  John  D’Emilio’s  “Gay 
Resistance  Before  Stonewall.”  An  excellent  arti¬ 
cle!  The  combination  of  retelling  our  history, 
giving  the  political  analysis  (finger  prints,  et.al.) 
and  humor  have  me  decided  on  at  least  three 
xeroxes.  A  recently  come  out  lesbian  myself 
(well,  almost  two  years  now)  the  article’s 
“camp”  humor  reminds  me  of  my  long  term 
affection  for  the  humor  of  gay  men.  Some  of  my 
best  friends  (male)  are  gay.  Their  humor  has 
made  at  least  one  otherwise  intolerable  job  (and 
subsequently  my  life  during  that  time)  tolerable 
at  least. 

As  well,  I  appreciate  the  light  humor  around 
the  transsexual.  In  the  women’s/feminist  com¬ 
munity  transsexualism  is  often  a  very  heavy  sub¬ 
ject.  Clearly  gay  men  and  lesbians  can  learn 
much  from  each  other. 

Thank  you  for  reviving  and  sharing  this  superb 
historical  piece  with  us. 

Kelly  Eve 
Oakland,  CA 


lagma 


Dear  Editor, 

I  like  the  column  “Between  the  Lines”  by 
LAGMA  in  the  current  issue  of  GCN  and  urge 
you  to  make  it  a  regular  feature.  If  space  is  a 
problem,  omit  the  silly  “Random  Lust,”  which 
might  have  been  funny  in  the  1960s,  but  is  not 
today. 

Sincerely, 

Sammy  Staggs 
New  York,  NY 

Editor’s  Note:  LAGMA ’s  “Between  the  Lines’’- 
is  indeed  a  regular  feature  which  appears  once  a 
month. _ _ _ 


correction 

In  a  story  on  a  beating  incident  near  a 
women’s  bar  reported  in  Vol.  7  and  No.  47,  it 
was  incorrectly  reported  that  Aileen  O’Neill 
hit  Deano  Triolla.  O’Neill  did  not  hit  Triolla; 
she  was  protecting  herself  from  his  blows.  We 
regret  the  error. 


news  writer 

GCN  is  accepting  applications  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Boston  Investigative/Legislative  News 
Reporter.  This  is  a  half-time  position.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Richard  Bums, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Application  deadline:  July  25. 


managing  editor 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  position  of 
Managing  Editor.  The  position  includes  co¬ 
ordinating  and  facilitating  a  primarily  demo¬ 
cratic  decision  making  process.  Demon¬ 
strated  administrative  ability  within  a  non- 
hierarchical  setting  would  be  nice.  Journal¬ 
istic  experience  helpful,  but  commitment  to 
gay  liberation  and  feminism  a  must.  Inquiries 
and  resumes  should  be  addressed  to  Richard 
Bums,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Speaking  Out 


The  Challenge  of  the  ’80s 

By  Jose  Gomez 

Coordinator,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD) 

Member,  National  Gay  Task  Force  Board  of  Directors 


As  we  enter  the  1980s,  the  gay  rights  movement  is  challenged  by  two  political 
developments  which  it  is  ill-prepared  to  meet: 

—The  rapid  drift  to  the  right  nationally  has  already  begun  to  erode  many  rights  which  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  fought  so  hard  to  vindicate  and  protect. 

—Right  wing  forces,  including  fundamentalist  religious  groups,  are  building  war  chests  of 
millions  of  dollars  to  thrust  us  not  back  into  the  closets,  but  into  coffins  nailed  shut  very  tightly. 

In  the  1980s  anti-gay  forces  will  intensify  their  efforts  to  influence  the  media,  pressure  legislative 
bodies  and  litigate  away  our  rights  in  the  courts. 

The  right-wing  offensive  will  ride  on  the  coattails  of  a  conservative  backlash  generally 
and  may  well  be  fueled  by  a  Republican  administration  in  the  White  House.  With  or 
without  a  change  of  presidents,  the  forecast  calls  for  a  stormy  time  ahead,  and  whether  the 
gay  rights  movement  is  able  to  weather  it  will  depend  largely  on  our  ability  to  reconcile  a 
gross  contradiction  in  our  allocation  of  resources.  On  the  one  hand,  the  gay  community  is 
spending  billions  of  dollars,  much  of  it  for  recreation  (discos,  drugs,  dining,  drinking, 
baths,  travel,  etc.).  Business  Week  reports  that  the  gay  community  possesses  19  per  cent  of 
the  disposable  income  in  the  U.S.  On  the  other  hand,  the  gay  rights  movement  is  destitute. 

Millions  of  dollars  are  needed  nationally  to  take  the  offensive  in  claiming  our  rightful 
place  in  American  society,  and  millions  more  are  needed  to  protect  rights  when  they  are 
under  siege.  The  hard  reality,  however,  is  that  most  gay  organizations  do  not  receive  the 
financial  support  they  need  to  do  an  effective  job.  The  gay  community  must  understand 
that  limited  resources  can  only  mean  limited  objectives  and  activities  and  that  such  lowered 
expectations  will  yield  only  limited  results. 

The  unfortunate  consequence  of  this  contradiction  is  that  gay  political,  religious,  legal 
and  civil  rights  organizations  must  depend  on  volunteer  staff  or  pay  meager  salaries  while 
they  scrape  for  pennies  to  pay  rent,  phone  and  other  expenses.  One  case  in  point  is  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD),  a  public  interest  law  firm.  Limited  financial 
support  from  the  community  has  meant  that  we  have  no  office  of  our  own  (office  space  is 
donated  by  the  private  law  practice  of  John  Ward),  no  secretarial  staff  of  our  own  (we 
exploit  John  Ward’s  staff),  no  full  time  administrative  staff  except  during  the  summer,  and 
no  full-time  attorneys  (we  depend  on  cooperating  attorneys  who  have  their  own  full  time 


practices). 

Another  example  is  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  our  only  national  civil  rights 
organization,  which  has  had  to  cut  back  on  staff  and  programs  at  a  time  when  more,  not 
less,  advocacy  is  needed.  Last  year  NGTF  was  forced  to  eliminate  temporarily  the  position 
of  media  coordinator,  previously  held  by  Ginny  Vida,  who  had  developed  an  excellent 
rapport  with  the  television  networks.  While  the  media  routinely  consulted  Ginny  on 
programs  with  gay  content,  there  was  no  full  time  media  coordinator  for  the  networks  to 
consult  prior  to  the  screening  of  CBS’s  and  NBC’s  slanderous  presentations. 

GLAD  and  NGTF  are  only  two  of  thousands  of  organizations  nationwide  without  the 
financial  resources  to  put  to  optimum  use  the  wealth  of  talent,  experience  and  energy  at 
their  disposal.  However,  the  plight  of  gay  organizations  could  be  remedied  without  any 
social  revolution  in  our  spending  habits  (although  such  a  revolution  wouldn’t  be  a  bad 
thing).  If  most  gay  people  would  simply  contribute  a  few  dollars  regularly  to  the 
organization  of  their  choice,  the  gay  rights  movement  could  acquire  formidable  political 
clout  never  before  possessed  by  any  group  of  people  anywhere. 

Whether  the  gay  civil  rights  movement  will  be  crushed  in  the  1980s  or  whether  it  will  go 
on  to  help  the  nation  discover  a  new  freedom  that  embraces  the  rich  pluralism  of  all  its 
citizens  is  up  to  the  gay  community,  not  the  anti-gay  forces.  The  question  is  not  whether 
the  right-wing  attack  can  be  repelled,  but  rather  whether  the  gay  community  is  willing  to 
commit  the  resources  which  will  be  required.  In  the  legal  arena,  we  are  eager  to  turn  the 
judicial  system  upside  down  and  inside  out,  but  that’s  up  to  the  gay  community.  We  have 
the  know-how;  the  community  has  the  financial  resources. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Message  from  Mexico:  Questions  for  Cuba 

Translated  from  the  Spanish  by  David  Morris 


The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  statement  on  the  situation  of  gay  Cubans  prepared 
jointly  by  the  three  major  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  of  Mexico,  OIKABETH,  an  auto¬ 
nomous  lesbian  group;  Grupo  Lambda  de  Liberacidn  Homosexual  (Lambda  Homosexual 
Liberation  Group);  and Frente  Homosexual  deAccidn  Revolucionaria  (Homosexual  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Action  Front). 

A  revolution  not  only  affects  the  nation  that  carries  it  out  but  its  example  spreads  to 
other  nations  as  well.  In  this  sense,  the  Cuban  revolution  transcends  the  borders  of  that 
island.  On  the  other  hand,  its  success  depends  implicitly  on  the  solid  support  of  other  op¬ 
pressed  peoples  of  the  world,  among  which,  in  the  specific  case  of  Cuba,  the  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  peoples  Figure  prominently. 

Within  that  framework,  the  Mexican  people  have  strengthened  that  support  against  im¬ 
perialism  in  a  vital  way  as  political  and  economic  mobilization  and  as  impetus  to  work. 
Nevertheless  that  support  has  not  depended  on  the  sex  or  sexual  preference  (heterosexual¬ 
ity,  homosexuality,  bisexuality,  etc.)  of  the  thousands  of  individuals  given  dignity  by  the 
Cuban  liberation  toward  socialism. 

At  present,  more  than  twenty  years  after  the  outbreak  of  revolution  in  Cuba,  the  world 
reads  and  listens  anxiously  for  news  of  the  exodus  of  dissatisfied  Cubans.  Faced  with  this 
fact,  imperialism,  represented  primarily  by  the  Carter  government,  takes  advantage  of  the 
anxiety  to  promote  the  cold  war  already  in  progress,  attempting  to  discredit  the  Latin 
American  process  toward  socialism.  That  being  the  case,  if  we  really  support  what  is  revo¬ 
lutionary,  we  should  not  pass  judgement,  either  for  or  against,  on  the  basis  of  appearances 
only  and  without  an  intense  and  profound  analysis. 

Who  is  going  into  exile  and  why?  As  Guillermo  Almeyra  wrote  so  correctly  in  Uno  Mas 
Uno  (“Cuba:  <,Por  que  se  van  y  por  que  se  quedan?”,  Sunday,  April  20,  1980,  p.  9): 

If  the  position  of  the  United  States,  that  the  exiles  are  political  refugees,  is  completely  false, 
that  of  the  Cuban  press  is  also  wrong.  If  it  is  true  that  all  the  refugees  are  criminals,  bums  and 
homosexuals,  we  should  wonder  how  it  is  that  after  twenty  years  of  revolution  and  in  a  country 
that  defines  itself  as  socialist,  homosexuality  is  persecuted  as  a  crime  to  the  extent  of  forcing 
those  who  practice  it  to  leave  in  exile  and  how  and  why  there  could  exist  so  many  bums  and 
criminals,  particularly  among  the  young,  the  children  of  the  revolution. 

Most  international  demonstrations  of  support  for  Cuba  today  reflect  vestiges  of  a  pro¬ 
found  Stalinism  when  they  fail  to  mention  the  sexist  manipulations  that  Cuban  state  insti¬ 
tutions  continue  to  practice.  The  words  of  Fidel  Castro  in  response  to  criticism  of 
machismo  reveal  very  clearly  a  conception  of  women  as  useful  to  men,  to  the  family  and  to 
the  state  as  reproductive  beings;  his  perspective  reveals  an  anti-feminist  socialist  con¬ 
ception: 

If  there  is  to  be  privilege  in  human  society,  some  inequality,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  women, 
who  are  physically  weaker  (sic),  who  have  to  be  mothers  (sic),  who  besides  their  work  carry  the 
burden  of  motherhood.  And  if  they  tolerate  the  sacrifices  of  motherhood  that  these  functions 
imply,  it  is  only  fair  that  in  society  they  receive  all  the  respect  and  all  the  consideration  they 
deserve.  And  I  say  this  clearly  and  frankly,  because  there  are  some  men  who  think  they  have  no 
obligation  to  give  their  seat  to  a  pregnant  woman  or  to  an  older  woman  or  to  any  woman  on  a 
bus. 

(Fernando  Morais,  La  Isla:  Cuba  y  los  Cubanos  Hoy,  Ediciones  Nueva  Imagen,  Mexico 
City,  pps.  68-69) 

With  this  statement,  as  with  many  others,  Fidel  Castro  stands  as  a  Victorian  figure 
possessed  of  a  heterosexist  gallantry  that,  as  Kate  Millett  says  in  Sexual  Politics,  establishes 
a  dichotomy  which  “rests  on  the  real  existence  of  two  kinds  of  women  —  wives  and  prosti¬ 
tutes  —  who  embody  sociosexual  division  founded  on  moral  duplicity.”  (p.  119) 

Or  as  David  Cooper  says,  “It  is  a  question  of  a  means  of  social  control,  of  a  means  of 
micropolitical  manipulation  of  persons,  which  in  an  exploitative  society  can  lead  in  turn 
only  to  a  false  reciprocity.”  (La  Gramdtica  de  la  Vida,  Ediciones  Ariel,  p.  15.)  Here  “ex¬ 
ploitative  society”  should  be  read  not  only  as  “capitalist  society”  but  also,  and  in  an 
important  way,  as  “sexist  society.” 

Nevertheless,  in  Cuba  all  of  this  goes  beyond  gallantry  to  develop  from  an  economistic 
and  biologistic  view  of  sexuality  into  repression  of  homosexuality  at  a  time  when  homo¬ 
sexuality,  in  full  public  view,  demands  recognition  as  having  a  revolutionary  potential 
already  demonstrated  to  a  great  degree. 

It  is  necessary  to  stress  the  importance  of  criticizing  the  errors  of  those  of  us  who  are 
fighting  for  socialism,  beginning  with  the  supposed  revolutionary  marxist,  criticism  of 
whom  from  within  the  socialist  movement  is  indispensable.  Concealment  of  reality  is  in¬ 
consistent  with  revolution;  as  such  it  is  counterrevolutionary. 

We  should  not  blind  ourselves  to  the  evidence;  the  way  the  Cuban  government  has  classi¬ 


fied  homosexual  refugees  reflects  a  progressive  bureaucratization  of  the  revolution,  reveals 
the  problem  of  a  lack  of  freedom  of  political  dissent  and  bears  witness  to  the  twenty-one 
years  of  marginalization  and  persecution  of  homosexuality. 

At  the  First  National  Congress  on  Education  and  Culture,  which  took  place  in  Havana 
from  the  23rd  to  the  30th  of  April,  1971,  “The  Year  of  Productivity”,  Fidel  Castro 
declared  in  the  name  of  the  Cuban  government  that: 

Concerning  homosexual  deviations,  their  nature  was  defined  as  social  pathology.  The 
militant  principle  of  rejecting  and  not  admitting  in  any  form  these  manifestations  or  the 
spreading  of  them  was  clearly  established  ...  A  careful  study  was  made  of  the  origin  and 
development  of  the  phenomenon  as  well  as  its  present  extent,  the  antisocial  nature  of  this 
activity  and  the  preventive  measures  that  should  be  taken.  The  reorientation  and  even  the 
control  and  relocation  of  isolated  cases,  always  with  the  goal  of  education  and  prevention  was 
studied.  There  was  agreement  on  differentiating  between  cases,  between  their  degrees  of 
deterioration  and  the  necessarily  different  approaches  to  different  cases  and  different  degrees 

...  we  should  wonder  how  it  is  that 
after  twenty  years  of  revolution  and  in 
a  country  that  defines  itself  as 
socialist,  homosexuality  is  persecuted 
as  a  crime  to  the  extent  of  forcing 
those  who  practice  it  to  leave  in  exile 

The  commission  reached  the  conclusion  that  in  the  treatment  of  aspects  of  homosexuality  it 
is  not  permissible  that  known  homosexuals,  through  “artistic  qualities,”  attain  influence 
which  might  affect  the  formation  of  our  youth. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  above,  an  analysis  is  needed  to  determine  how  the  presence  of 
homosexuals  in  different  agencies  of  the  cultural  front  should  be  approached. 

A  study  was  suggested  to  apply  measures  permitting  the  relocation  in  other  agencies  of  those 
who,  being  homosexual,  should  not  have  direct  contact  in  the  formation  of  our  youth  through 
artistic  or  cultural  activities. 

It  should  be  avoided  that  artistic  representations  of  our  country  be  presented  abroad  by 
persons  whose  morals  are  not  in  accord  with  the  prestige  of  our  revolution. 

Finally,  it  was  agreed  to  request  severe  punishment  in  cases  of  corruption  of  minors, 
recurring  depravities  and  incorrigible  antisocial  elements. 

It  is  clear  then  that  the  supposed  “eradication”  of  the  “problem”  of  homosexuality  in 
Cuba  is  a  result  of  official  terrorism  and  repression,  not  of  the  “social  process  of  healing” 
that  the  Cuban  state  is  triumphantly  undertaking  or  of  the  “elimination  of  the  open  sores 
of  rotten  bourgeois  society,”  but  of  the  reconstruction  of  institutions  and  attitudes  about 
sexuality,  work  and  social  organization  scandalously  similar  to  those  of  “rotten  bourgeois 
society.” 

We  raise  our  voices  in  protest  before  the  recent  events  in  Cuba  without  losing  sight  of  the 
social  context  in  which  they  occur.  The  protests  of  our  movement  must  be  carefully  formed 
in  the  perspective  of  countering  effectively  the  stigmatization  and  demonization  of  refugees 
who  are  gay  men,  lesbians  or  prostitutes.  The  action  should  be  carefully  suited  to  a  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  refugees  are  being  taken  advantage  of  in  an  opportunistic  way  by  U.S.  imper¬ 
ialism,  among  other  capitalist  governments,  in  their  assumed  role  as  leaders  of  democratic 
freedom.  And  at  this  moment  it  it  also  important  to  point  out  that  repression  and  persecu¬ 
tion  of  homosexuals  in  the  capitalist  “liberal  democracies”  includes  several  other  forms  of 
violence. 

Even  the  tolerance  of  homosexuality  shown  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  by  “free  and 
democratic”  societies  has  consisted  of  marginalization  and  the  obscurity  of  the  ghetto 
(bars,  baths,  movie  theaters,  dark  corners),  the  object  of  which  is  to  “accept”  us  and 
silence  us  in  clandestine  affairs  without  permitting  the  removal  of  the  heterosexist  norms 
that  maintain  repressive,  authoritarian  and  exploitative  structures. 

We  socialist,  anti-sexist  lesbians  and  gay  men  should  not  lend  ourselves  to  the  anti¬ 
socialist  manipulations  practiced  by  capitalist  imperialism.  On  the  contrary,  at  the  same 
time  that  we  denounce  homophobia  and  other  sexist  vestiges  of  the  Cuban  government,  we 
firmly  defend  and  support  the  Cuban  people  in  its  revolutionary  process. 
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Libertarian  Candidate  Clark:  Uncategorizable 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

BOSTON  —  The  traditional 
terms  of  liberal,  conservative, 
radical  or  reactionary  most  cer¬ 
tainly  do  not  describe  the 
Libertarian  Party  nor  do  they 
describe  its  presidential  candidate, 
Ed  Clark. 

Instead,  the  party  weaves 
through  these  terms  picking  up 
those  policies  which  are  consistent 
with  its  major  theme  of  less  gov¬ 
ernmental  influence  and  more 
civil  liberties,  thus  giving  the  party 
a  new  dimension  within  the  third 
party  phenomenon  of  American 
politics. 

GCN  spoke  to  Ed  Clark,  who 
was  in  Boston  last  week  while  on  a 
campaign  swing  through  New 
England.  Clark  basically  takes  the 
view  that  “the  things  which 


separate  human  beings  from  other 
forms  of  life  are  free  will  and  that 
individual  decision  making  is  the 
way  that  you  maximize)  your  life 
and  the  way  that  you  maximize 
society  is  to  allow  maximum  free¬ 
dom  of  choice  to  the  individual. 
So  we  (the  Libertarians)  think  that 
it  is  the  right,  moral  and  ethical 
place  of  politics  to  allow  people  to 
conduct  themselves  in  any  manner 
they  see  fit  as  long  as  they  don’t 
use  force  or  fraud  against  others. 

“We  are  advocating  very  low 
taxes,  a  laissez-faire  economic 
policy,  a  laissez-faire  social  policy, 
a  non-interventionist  foreign 
policy  and  a  strong  defense  for  the 
United  States.” 

With  this  theoretical  basis  in 
place,  the  Libertarian  Party  has 
taken  stands  on  major  issues. 


Included  in  a  recent  position 
paper  is  the  party’s  platform 
favoring  total  freedom  of  speech 
and  press,  subject  only  to  libel  and 
slander  laws;  the  repealing  of  all 
laws  regarding  the  private  sexual 
conduct  of  consenting  adults  (with 
the  age  of  consent  “reasonably” 
defined  and  identical  for  males 
and  females);  the  repeal  of  all  laws 
which  discriminate  against  gays 
and  lesbians  and  the  repeal  of  dis¬ 
honorable  military  discharges  on 
account  of  homosexuality;  legali¬ 
zation  of  prostitution;  total  free¬ 
dom  of  cultivation,  manufacture, 
sale  and  use  of  drugs  by  adults 
and  ending  the  medical  prescrip¬ 
tion  requirements  of  medical  pre¬ 
scriptions;  full  equality  of  rights 
for  women  including  the  right  of 
abortion;  the  immediate  release  of 


all  persons  presently  detained  or 
imprisoned  for  “victimless 
crimes”;  the  immediate  end  of 
involuntary  mental  hospitaliza¬ 
tion;  the  end  of  government- 
funded  “behavior  modification” 
research  and  programs;  abolition 
of  compulsory  education  laws;  the 
right  of  the  public  to  bear  arms; 
repeal  of  the  Selective  Service  Act 
and  no  military  registration;  and 
abolition  of  the  FBI,  CIA,  Social 
Security  Administration,  the 
Federal  Reserve  and  the  Internal 
Revenue  System. 

On  the  question  of  nuclear 
power,  Clark  is  opposed  to  gov¬ 
ernmental  intervention.  He  would 
eliminate  all  governmental  subsi¬ 
dies  to  that  industry  and  would 
repeal  the  Price-Anderson  Act 

Continued  on  page  7 
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tEARN  TO  FIX  YOUR  DIKE 

at  the 

DICYCLE 

REPAIR 

COLLECTIVE 

051  Broadway,  Comb. 
868-0092 

COMMUTING?  SEE  US! 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


tu 


ft1 


TH 

REFINISHING 


$150  white,  $170  color 
20  colors  to  choose  from 
All  work  guaranteed 
Call  A&G  SERVICES 
884-7140 


visit  with  us 
at 


aw 

an  inn 

24  Shore  Road  Ogunquit,  Me. 
(207)  646-2181 
Your  hosts:  David  &  Rod 

Traditional  accommodations 
&  efficiencies 
Complimentary 
continental  breakfast 


&)’ leatex  H3oiton  cStxe a  czffetief  Centex 
31  ST.  JAMES  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 

PARK  SQUARE  OFFICE  BUILDING 
SUITE  828 


for  appointment  call  617-451-1333 
between  9  a.m.  and  10:30  p.m. 


SPECIAL  PURCHASE  SALE! 

BRASS  BEDS  <&  HEADBOARDS 


NEW  ENGLAND’S  LARGEST  SELECTION 


All  this  month  we  offer  you  big, 
big  savings  on  superb  genuine 
brass  beds  from  famous  J/B 
Ross.  Select  from  splendid 
antique  reproductions  and  hand¬ 
some  classic  styles.  In  all  sizes. 

203  Portland  St.-4th  floor 
Near  North  Station,  Boston 
Open  Mon.-Sat.  ’til  4:30pm 
Wed.  ’til  8:30 


Choice  of  Credit  Cards  &  Lay-Away  523-2239 


Like  Discounts? 

for  $1350/wk* 

your  ad  can  run  in  the 

Boston  Shopper’s  Guide 


-including  discounts  for 
prepayment  &  3-6  month 
contract 


Sister’s  Sub  Shop 

20(3  College  floe. 
Davis  Square,  Somerville 
623-2050 

10%  OFF 
with  this  ad 
any  Saturday 

Monday-Saturday 
8:30  a.m.  •  8:30  p.m. 


aeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 

YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit ’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 

»•••••••••••••••••••« 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesblon  heolth 

Issues,  Menopouse. 
Herbol  heollng, 
Others 

Open  House  Reguloriy  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows  —  Rvolloble  for 
Groups 

women-uiorker,  owned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss.  Rve..  Cambridge  547-2302 

South  End 
Real  Estate 


bemieff/lHmeii 

ass<wlttU\s 

22a  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston.  Massachusetts  02116 
617-267-5320 


landscape 

designs 

complete  landscape  service 

small  garden 
and  courtyard 
designs 

Landscape  design  by 

JOE  DAGATA 

628-1125  leave  message 


US€D 
SOUND! 


Boston’s  largest  dealer 


'  components 
at  UNBEUEVABLE  PRICES! 
Pre-tested  &  Guaranteed. 
We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 

Mon  thru  Fit  10-5:30 
Sat  10-5,  Tburs  10-8 

Boston 


< 


A  225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
|  Off  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


Servicing  the  Greater 
Framingham  Area 

Residential  &  Commercial 
maintenance  and  design 

ANTHONY 

872-5655 


BERNARD  J.  O'ROURKE,  JR. 

PRESIDENT 


CITY  TRAVEL,  INC. 

Domestic  &  International  Travel 


58  HIGH  STREET 
BOSTON.  MA  02110 
617  426-0001 


Johnn  M.  Aloia 
D.M.D. 


31 1  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Boston,  AAA  02115 

266-9135 


office  hours 
by  appointment 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426-4031 


RALPH  BULLOWA 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 


The  food  is  excellent  .  .  . 

Flourchild’s  is  no  best  res¬ 
taurant,  it’s  better  than  that. 
R.  Nadeau,  Real  Paper 

42  Charles  St. 
for  carry  out  call 
523-9768 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON  f 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924-8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 
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Libertarians 

Continued  from  Page  6 

which  limits  liability  of  tne  nuclear 
industry  in  times  of  accident  to 
five  hundred  million  dollars.  With 
elimination  of  the  act,  Clark 
asserts  that  many  dangerous 
nuclear  plants  would  either  close 
down  or  improve  safety  standards 
because  losses  would  be  greater  to 
the  industry  if  they  did  not. 

Clark  would  also  end  subsidies 
to  agriculture  and  business  and 
reducd  or  end  many  forms  of  wel¬ 
fare  payments.  However,  until 
private  sector  alternatives  are 
found,  he  would  not  phase  out  aid 
to  disabled  people  or  the  elderly. 

Other  points  included  in  the 
party’s  domestic  platform  include 
giving  an  employer  the  right  to 
recognize  or  refuse  to  recognize  a 
union  as  the  collective  bargaining 


agent  of  some  or  all  of  the 
employees;  an  end  of  government¬ 
al  regulations  of  the  transporta¬ 
tion  industry;  the  opposition  to 
any  compulsory  insurance  or  tax- 
supported  plan  to  provide  health 
services;  the  abolition  of  the 
governmental  Postal  Service; 
abolition  of  the  Civil  Service 
system;  and  the  addition  of  the 
category  “None  of  the  Above  is 
Acceptable”  on  ballots  for  all 
federal,  state  and  local  elections. 
In  the  event  that  “none  of  the 
above”  wins  a  plurality  of  votes, 
the  elective  office  for  that  term 
will  remain  unfilled  and 
unfunded. 

Foreign  issues  include  a  policy 
of  strong  defense  “against  attack 
from  abroad”;  elimination  of  tax- 
supported  military,  economic, 
technical  and  scientific  aid  to 
foreign  governments;  reform  of 
the  presidential  War  Powers  Act; 


immediate  U.S.  withdrawal  from 
the  United  Nations;  | condemn 
nation  of  human  rights  violations 
around  the  world;  an  end  to  all 
U.S.  intervention  in  the  Middle 
East,  Africa,  and  Latin  America; 
condemnation  of  the  growing  alli¬ 
ance  between  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China;  and  an  end  to  U.S. 
colonialism  in  Samoa,  Guam, 
Micronesia,  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
Puerto  Rico. 

Clark  was  born  fifty  years  ago 
in  Middleboro,  Massachusetts.  He 
has  an  extensive  Ivy  League 
background,  attending  Tabor 
Academy,  Dartmouth  College  and 
Harvard  Law  School.  His  wife, 
Alicia,  is  accompanying  Clark  on 
his  campaign  tour.  She  is  a  native 
of  Mexico  and  is  well  versed  on 
the  issues  of  the  campaign  and 
how  they  relate  to  the  Hispanic 
community. 


Clark  has  practiced  law  in  New 
York  City  and  San  Francisco  and 
more  recently  serves  as  ayi 
attorney  for  the  Atlantic-Richfield 
Corporation  in  Los  Angeles,  a 
post  from  which  he  is  currently 
taking  a  leave  of  absence  in  order 
to  campaign.  Running  in  the  vice 
presidential  slot  on  the 
Libertarian  ticket  is  David  Koch, 
an  attorney  from  New  York  City. 

The  Libertarian  Party  was 
organized  in  1972  in  a  living  room 
in  Denver,  Colorado  by  people 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
traditional  two  party  system  as  it 
then  operated  in  the  United 
States.  In  that  year,  John  Hosper, 
a  professor  of  philosophy  from 
the  University  of  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia,  was  nominated  by  the  new 
party  to  run  for  president  and  a 
woman,  Tonie  Nathan,  a  broad¬ 
cast  journalist  from  Eugene, 
Oregon,  was  nominated  for  vice 


president.  Four  years  later  in 
1976,  the  party  nominated  Roger 
McBride  for  president  and  David 
Bergland  for  vice  president. 
McBride  received  a  doctorate 
degree  in  constitutional  law  from 
Princeton  University  and  later 
went  on  to  be  a  cocreator  of  the 
TV  show  Little  House  on  the 
Prairie.  Bergland  is  a  Los  Angeles 
attorney. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Liber¬ 
tarian  National  Committee  in 
Washington,  D.C.  told  GCN  that 
Clark  and  Koch  will  appear  on 
fifty  state  ballots  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Over  six  hundred 
other  candidates  will  represent  the 
Libertarian  Party  for  state  and 
national  elections  throughout  the 
country. 

The  Libertarian  Party  can  be 
contacted  at  2300  Wisconsin 
Avenue,  NW,  Washington,  D.C. 
20007. 


Attics 

Cellars 

Yards 

Cleaned 


Roger/445-7042/mornings 


Handyman 
•  & 

Hauling 


Call  Dave 
445-8551 
After  6  PM 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  ot  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa¬ 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


The  Idea! 


Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 
Coplcv  Square,  Boston.  MA 
^  247-8249 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 


Relationship  Contracts 
Wills 

Incorporations 
Corporate  Matters 


Immigration 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Estate  Planning 


2  Park  Square  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116  *  617-426-2020 


»|f 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


GAY  CRUISE 

Sail  from  Nassau  through  The  Bahama  Islands  on  a 
Windjammer,  September  30,  1 980 
$666.00-  $816.00 

per  person  including  round  trip  air  from  Boston 

PUERTO  RICO 

Spend  a  week  in  the  sun  in  San  Juan  at  a 
deluxe  guest  house  including  air  fare 
From  $439.20  Dble.  $488.20  Sgle. 

Call  for  inclusive  features 

All  air  fares  subject  to  change  per  tariff. 


<57rf  °Ii\c. 

BEACON  DIVISION 
312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MATel.  357-9700 


Plumbing 

&heating 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*  reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 

Mrs.  Marino 

Palm  Reader  & 

Tarot  Card  Reader 

Advice  on  all  affairs  of 
life  such  as  love,  marri¬ 
age,  business.  One  visit 
will  convince  you  she  is 
superior  to  any  other 
reader. 

For  appointment  call 
628-8243 

Fully  Licensed  and 

Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 

Apt  •  Home  •  Oflice 

FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 

Express:  N.Y.,  Phila.,  D.C. 

_  254-2200 

JAMES 

^^GARCELON 

Carpentry 

Electric 

Plumbing 

Locks 

7  Moultrie  St. 
DORCHESTER.  MA.  02124 
(617)  282-3064 

-PEERLESS- 

Roofing,  Tar  & 
Gravel,  Asphalt 
Shingles,  Slate  & 
Gutters,  Chimneys, 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 

the 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


THE  NAIAD  PRESS,  M 

SAPPHISTRY :  $8.00  p.| 

THE  BOOK  OF 

LESBIAN  SEXUALIT 1 
(  signed  limited  edition  $12.  0 

+  17  Other  Lesbian  Books 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  Brochur 


THE  NAIAD  PRESS.  INC.  Dept.  GCN 
7800  WESTSIOE  DRIVE 
WEATHERBY  LAKE.  MISSOURI  641S2 


MU 

hair  care 


S° 


cfuuCs  •StX'fioiLvv  ( fvdm  fuff 1 02114 

(6tf)j42-O210 
special  introductory  offer 
Color  6  Cut  $22.50 


6{^E£N  LEAF 
FLORISTS 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


_ Distinctive  hair  designs _ 

269  Newbury  Street,  Boston.  MA  02116  Phone:  261-1453 


$8  OFF 


Wash,  conditioner,  cut  and 
blow  dry.  With  this  ad. 


Reg  s20 


Pgggj^_ _  Gay  Community  News,  July  26, 1980 

Health  Conference  Held  In  CA 


By  Jay  Tramontozzi 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The 
third  National  Lesbian/Gay 
Health  Conference  was  held  here 
June  19-22.  The  conference  was 
sponsored  by  many  local  lesbian/ 
gay  groups,  individuals,  and  the 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition. 
The  major  focus  of  this  event  was 
to  share  information  among  gay 
health  providers  and  supporters  in 
order  to  maximize  health  care  in 
the  lesbian/gay  community. 

Opening  speakers  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  centered  their  attention  on  is¬ 
sues  important  to  gay  health  care. 
According  to  guest  speakers 
Morris  Right,  Pat  Norman,  and 
Josette  Mondanaro,  the  major 
goal  of  this  year’s  conference  was 
to  trigger  an  attitude  which  would 
begin  to  challenge  current  medical 
and  social  institutions  that  remain 
ignorant  of  the  needs  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community. 
Through  the  sharing  of  informa¬ 
tion  in  workshops  which  fol¬ 
lowed,  a  consciousness  of  homo¬ 
phobia  related  issues  was  realized 
and  strategies  were  developed  to 
confront  them. 

Civil  rights  activist  Morris  Right 
discussed  the  holocaust-like  his¬ 
tory  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  suffered,  making  reference 
to  government,  church,  scholas¬ 
tic,  medicinal,  social,  and  nuclear 
family  opposition.  He  closed  his 
sketch  of  the  history  of  lesbian 
and  gay  oppression  with  the  sug¬ 
gestion  to  “not  glorify  small 
gains,  but  rather  to  Fight  for  more 
change.” 

Pat  Norman,  a  founder  of  the 


BOSTON  —  About  300  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men  gathered  at  Fan- 
eufl  Hall  here  late  last  month  for  a 
Town  Meeting  to  discuss  issues  of 
concern  to  the  local  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 

Speakers  at  the  meeting  includ¬ 
ed  Walter  Rrueckl,  who  discussed 
the  rise  of  the  right  wing  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  comparing  it  to  the  rise  of  the 
right  wing  in  Germany  before 
World  War  II.  He  pointed  out 
that  as  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment  becomes  more  visible,  it  will 
become  increasingly  vulnerable  to 
attacks  from  the  right  wing. 

Diane  Green  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Media  Advocates  discussed 
the  recent  ruling  by  the  Feder¬ 
al  Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  that  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
must  be  included  in  stations’ 
ascertainment  processes  and  how 
the  movement  can  use  the  ruling 
to  its  advantage.  She  examined 
recent  media  treatments  of  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men,  both  local  (cov¬ 
erage  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  march)  and  national  (the 
CBS  TV  special,  Gay  Power,  Gay 
Politics),  commenting  that  al¬ 
though  much  progress  has  been 
made  toward  fair  media  treat¬ 
ment,  much  work  still  needs  to  be 
done. 

Moderator  Tom  Chiodo  refer¬ 
red  in  his  speech  to  a  column 
printed  that  day  in  the  Boston 
Herald  American  which  accused 
City  Hall  of  giving  "special  treat¬ 
ment”  to  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Chiodo  referred  to  recent  murders 
of  gay  men  and  attacks  on  lesbi¬ 
ans,  saying  that  they  were  the  kind 
of  special  treatment  gay  people 
were  most  likely  to  receive. 

Armistead  Maupon  of  San 
Francisco,  who  participated  in  the 
making  of  the  CBS  special  Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics,  talked  about 
his  role  in  the  show.  He  told  audi¬ 
ences  that  he  felt  “betrayed”  by 
the  treatment  the  San  Francisco 
gay  community  was  given  in  the 
final  version  of  the  program. 

Bernice  Goodman  of  New 
York,  co-chair  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  of  the  National 
Association  of  Social  Workers, 
spoke  about  the  political  power  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community 


Lesbian  Mothers’  Union,  called 
for  an  end  to  discrimination 
against  gays  and  lesbians  who  are 
also  minority  members. 

Josette  Mondanaro,  an  author 
and  teacher,  stressed  the  need  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  to 
be  represented  by  a  variety  of  per¬ 
sons  which  it  includes,  and  not 
just  by  stereotypes. 

The  approximately  100  work¬ 
shops  offered  were  categorized  for 
organizing  purposes  and  covered  a 
wide  range  of  topics.  Some  of  the 
more  popular  choices  included 
“Survival  Strategies  for  Gay/Les- 
bian  Professionals  In  Straight 
Agencies,”  “Lesbian  Mothers,” 
“Changing  Men,”  “Faces  of  Mr. 
Right,”  and  “Couple  Therapy 
with  Lover  Co-Therapists.” 

An  issue  given  much  attention 
at  this  year’s  conference  was  the 
family.  Specifically,  workshops 
were  held  that  examined  problems 
facing  contemporary  lesbian 
mothers,  such  as  sexism,  isola¬ 
tion,  co-parenting,  and  children’s 
identities.  Discussions  were  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  strategies  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  options  of  lesbians 
with  families  to  assist  them  in 
overcoming  homophobic  barriers. 
It  was  an  attempt  to  recognize  the 
impact  of  family  dynamics  on  de¬ 
velopment. 

The  conference  this  year,  as  in 
past  years,  recognized  the  persis¬ 
tent  problem  of  substance  abuse 
in  the  lesbian/gay  community. 
Workshops  were  developed  for 
both  professionals  and  con¬ 
sumers.  As  the  major  leading  sub¬ 
stance  of  abuse,  alcohol  was  the 


and  the  NASW’s  response  to  the 
CBS  special. 

Other  highlights  of  the  program 
included  the  reading  of  a  Pat 
Parker  poem  by  organizers  of  the 
meeting  and  a  presentation  of  a 
check  from  the  David  Brill  Me¬ 
morial  Fund  to  GCN  to  fund  an 
investigative-legislative  reporter 
position. 

Subjects  discussed  by  audience 
members  at  the  open  mike  includ¬ 
ed  the  recent  murders  of  three  gay 
men  in  the  area  and  the  problems 
involved  in  coming  out  of  the 
closet.  The  latter  discussion  was 
prompted  by  the  presence  of  tele¬ 
vision  cameras.  When  they  began 
to  film  the  audience,  the  crews 
were  asked  by  Beth  Relly,  one  of 
the  organizers,  to  “refrain  from 
pointing  your  cameras  at  the 
audience.  Some  of  these  people 
would  lose  their  jobs  if  their 
employers  found  out  they  were 
here,  and  that  should  tell  you 
where  we’re  at  right  now.” 

None  of  the  scheduled  speakers 
were  Third  World  speakers,  al¬ 
though  one  of  the  readers  of  the 
poem  is  black.  “That  for  me  was 
the  most  disappointing  part  of  the 
evening,”  Chiodo  told  GCN.“ I 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  trying  to 
get  a  Third  World  speaker.  I 
asked  seven  or  eight  different 
people,  and  for  one  reason  or 
another,  they  all  turned  me 
down.” 

Chiodo  said  that  he  was  pleased 
with  the  outcome  of  the  meeting 
nonetheless.  “I  felt  as  if  there  was 
more  direction  to  this  meeting 
than  there  was  to  some  of  the 
meetings  we’ve  had  in  the  past,” 
he  said.  “At  other  meetings 
people  talked  about  problems.  At 
this  meeting  people  talked  about 
what  we  can  do  about  these  prob¬ 
lems.  There  were  a  lot  of  options 
presented.” 

A  meeting  to  plan  next  year’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  celebra¬ 
tion  will  be  held  Monday,  July  27, 
at  7  p.m.  at  Glad  Day  Book  Shop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  in  Boston.  Chi¬ 
odo  said  that  plans  for  the  next 
Town  Meeting,  tentatively  plan¬ 
ned  for  September,  would  very 
likely  arise  from  that  meeting. 


central  topic  of  many  sessions  in 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men  met  to 
formulate  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  problem.  Participants 
cited  the  subtopics  most  discussed 
as  the  intertwining  of  drug- 
induced  states  with  sexuality  and 
self-concept,  chemical  substances 
as  “coping  mechanisms,”  and  op¬ 
tions  for  avoiding  bar  lifestyles. 
Specifically,  active  involvement  in 
politically  based  organizations 
was  stressed  as  a  viable  alternative 
to  bar  behavior. 

An  estimated  five  hundred  per- 


By  J.B.  Molaghan,  R.N. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  sym¬ 
posium  entitled  “Current  Aspects 
of  Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases 
II”  was  held  here  June  19  and  20 
in  conjunction  with  the  third  Na¬ 
tional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health 
Conference  (see  related  story).  It 
was  attended  by  more  than  200 
participants  from  throughout  the 
nation,  including  physicians, 
nurses,  physician  assistants,  and 
others  concerned  with  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  (STDs)  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  The 
symposium  was  co-sponsored  by 
the  National  Coalition  of  Gay 
STD  Services  and  the  Bay  Area 
Physicians  for  Human  Rights 
(BAPHR). 

Robert  Bolan,  M.D.,  of 
BAPHR  welcomed  the  group  and 
introduced  the  keynote  speaker, 
Dr.  Paul  Wiesner,  director  of  the 
Venereal  Disease  Control  Division 
of  the  U.S.  Center  for  Disease 
Control.  STDs  are  “dispropor¬ 
tionately  greater  in  homosexuals 
than  in  heterosexuals,”  Wiesner 
told  the  group.  He  commended 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
for  its  interest  and  concern  in  the 
control  and  management  of 
STDs. 

Wiesner  also  cited  some  statis¬ 
tics  based  on  a  report  by  Dan  Wil¬ 
liam,  M.D.,  of  the  New  York  City 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Project  and  the 
Bureau  of  V.D.  Control  in  New 
York.  According  to  those  statis¬ 
tics,  exposure  to  hepatitis  is  four 
to  seven  times  greater  in  gay  men, 
and  (30  to  40  percent  of  the  diag¬ 
nosed  cases  of  shigellosis  (an 
intestinal  infection  transmitted 
through  oral-anal  contact)  is  in 
the  gay  male  community. 

More  than  27  speakers,  many  of 
whom  are  gay,  presented  papers 
and  discussions  of  many  of  the 
STDs  in  the  gay  male  community. 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Three 
members  of  the  local  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  been  successful  in 
their  attempts  to  win  election  to 
the  county  Democratic  commit¬ 
tee. 

Incumbent  committee  member 
Jack  Trujillo,  a  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Alice  B.  Toklas 
Memorial  Democratic  Club  and  a 
member  of  the  Mexican-American 
Political  Association,  was  re¬ 
elected  as  one  of  eight  committee 
members  from  the  16th  Assembly 
District. 

Ron  Huberman,  an  activist  in 
the  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Democratic 
Club,  was  also  elected  from  that 
district. 

Gwenn  Craig,  HMGDC  vice- 
president  and  Rennedy  delegate  to 
the  Democratic  National  Conven¬ 
tion,  was  elected  from  the  17th 
Assembly  District,  a  post  to  which 
she  had  been  previously 
appointed. 

Incumbent  committee  member 
Rick  Stokes  failed  to  win  re- 
election.  Other  unsuccessful  gay 
candidates  to  the  county  commit¬ 
tee  included  Dennis  Peron, 
Wayne  Friday,  Dick  Pabish,  and 


sons  attended  the  conference;  the 
consensus  of  those  who  attended 
seemed  to  be  that  it  was  produc¬ 
tive.  The  basic  theme  was  one  of 
education  of  both  gay  and  straight 
health  workers. 

The  conference  represented  an¬ 
other  call  to  the  medical-industrial 
complex  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  proper  health  care  for  all 
individuals  —  something  which  is 
often  denied  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Gay  men  frequently  do  not 
receive  the  proper  screening  for 
sexually  transmitted  diseases;  les- 


The  topics  covered  varied  from 
gonorrhea  and  syphilis  to 
diagnosis  and  management  of 
rectal  problems,  intestinal  parasite 
disease  (amebiasis,  giardiases  and 
shigellosis),  rectal  and  genital 
warts,  Hepatitis  A  and  B,  and  risk 
factor  identification. 

Open  discussion  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  assembly  was  encouraged 
throughout  the  symposium. 

Although  lesbians  have  the  low¬ 
est  risk  factor  of  any  social  group 
in  acquiring  an  STD,  Dr.  Patricia 
Robertson  of  San  Francisco 
County  General  Hospital  did 
address  the  gynecological  health 
care  needs  of  lesbians.  She  men¬ 
tioned  that  her  research  had  found 
that  lesbians  have  a  higher  inci¬ 
dence  of  cervical  dysplasia 
(abnormal  pap  smears  with  some 
cell  changes)  than  the  general 
female  population.  The  reasons 
for  this  were  not  clear,  although 
she  stated  that  the  average  length 
of  time  between  pap  smears  for 
the  lesbians  in  her  research  group 
was  22  months.  Many!  lesbians 
cited  negative  experiences  with 
gynecologists  as  a  reason  for  not 
having  more  frequent  checkups. 
This,  however,  does  not  explain 
why  time  interval  between  pap 
smears  would  account  for 
increased  incidence  of  cervical 
dysplasia.  Her  research  is  being 
continued. 

Donald  Francis,  M.D.,  director 
of  the  U.S.  Center  for  Disease 
Control  Hepatitis  Laboratory, 
discussed  hepatitis.  He  projected 
the  availability  of  the  Hepatitis  B 
vaccine  could  be  within  one-and- 
a-half  to  two  years.  The  vaccine  is 
now  being  tested  in  several  major 
cities.  He  also  projected  that  a 
major  prevalence  in  transmission 
of  Hepatitis  B  may  be  through 
rectal  intercourse.  Since  some 
trauma  may  cause  tiny  breaks  in 


Robert  Barnes  Jr. 

Barnes’  father  was  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  candidate  for  the  congres¬ 
sional  seat  held  by  Rep.  Philip 
Berg.  In  1977,  the  elder  Barnes 
had  run  unsuccessfully  against 
Dan  White  for  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  It  was  during  that 
campaign  that  the  son  was  the 
first  to  discover  White  literature 
attacking  the  “social  deviates” 
allegedly  taking  over  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Dennis  Peron  narrowly  missed 
election  to  the  committee  by 
several  hundred  votes.  Peron  is  a 
community  activist  and  former 
marijuana  merchant  who  has  run 
for  several  offices,  including 
supervisor  from  District  Five. 
Two  years  ago,  he  won  15,000 
votes  to  the  Charter  Commission 
while  serving  a  sentence  in  county 
jail  for  selling  some  of  the  weed  to 
an  undercover  policewoman. 
From  his  jail  cell,  he  also 
organized  the  successful  Proposi¬ 
tion  W,  instructing  police  not  to 
enforce  the  laws  against 
marijuana  use  in  San  Francisco. 

Peron’s  campaign  for  the 
committee  may  have  been  hurt  by 
his  last-minute  decision  to  become 


bians  are  often  pressured  to  use 
birth  control.  Such  treatment  is 
symptomatic  of  the  sometimes 
misguided  institutional  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  medicine  sits  in 
our  nation.  Lesbian  and  gay 
health  workers  are  striving  to 
modify  the  current  system  in  order 
to  enable  it  to  meet  the  physical 
and  psychological  needs  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  This  confer¬ 
ence  represented  one  of  the  many 
positive  approaches  to  that  goal. 


the  rectal  mucosa  during  penetra¬ 
tion,  ejaculation  of  infected 
semen,  which  carries  the  virus, 
may  then  be  easily  absorbed. 

David  Goodstein,  the  president 
of  Liberation  Publications  (which 
publishes  the  paper  The  Advo¬ 
cate)  and  The  Advocate  Experi¬ 
ence,  addressed  the  symposium  in 
a  plea  to  the  medical  community 
to  reach  out  and  let  gays  know 
about  health  care  needs,  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  prevention  and  educa¬ 
tion  about  STDs. 

Highlights  of  the  program  in¬ 
cluded  a  workshop  on  “Behavior¬ 
al  Issues  and  Control  of  STDs  in 
Gay  People.”  The  workshop  con¬ 
sisted  of  defining  the  problem 
from  the  point  of  view  of  clini¬ 
cian,  public  health  department, 
and  consumer.  Proposals  for  sex¬ 
ual  behavior  recommendations 
and  health  were  discussed.  Some 
were:  Valid  medical  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  sexual  health  must  not  be 
presented  as  moral  recommenda¬ 
tions.  Formulation  of  guidelines  is 
being  worked  on  by  a  task  force  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Gay 
STD  Services.  The  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  must  be  informed  of  high 
risk  factors  (i.e.  oral-anal  sex  in¬ 
creases  the  risk  of  contracting  in¬ 
testinal  parasite  diseases. 
Hepatitis  A,  etc.)  by  the  medical 
facts.  This  presentation  must  be 
done  with  care  so  as  not  to  imply  a 
“do  and  don’t”  threatening  mes¬ 
sage. 

Continuing  education  units 
were  granted  to  M.D.s,  P.A.s  and 
R.N.s  who  attended  the  sympo¬ 
sium.  A  precedent  is  being  set  with 
so  many  medical  professionals 
and  others  joining  in  a  network  to 
hear  and  discuss  research  efforts 
in  the  control  of  STDs  in  gays. 
J.B.  Molaghan  works  with  the 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center. 


a  write-in  candidate  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  nomination  against  Repub¬ 
lican  senator  Milton  Marks. 
Marks  was  successful  in  his  write- 
in  drive  for  the  Democratic 
nomination  after  former  mayoral 
candidate  David  Scott  (GCN,  Vol. 
7,  No.  19)  was  prevented  from 
qualifying  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  on  a  technicality. 

Marks  has  had  considerable  gay 
support  in  his  senatorial  district, 
which  has  85%  Democratic  regis¬ 
tration,  because  of  his  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  lesbian  and  gay  bills.  Many 
younger  lesbians  and  gays, 
however,  have  accused  him  of  in¬ 
sincerity.  Peron  attacked  Marks’ 
refusal  to  take  a  stand  on  rent 
control  and  decriminalizing  mari¬ 
juana,  and  his  vote  to  fire  Jane 
Fonda  from  the  state  arts  council 
last  summer  after  right-wing  legis¬ 
lators  had  mounted  an  attack  on 
Gov.  Jerry  Brown’s  appointment 
of  her. 

Revin  Wadsworth,  another 
former  candidate  for  District  Five 
supervisor,  won  election  to  the 
Republican  county  central 
committee. 


Town  Meeting  Held 


STD  Workers  Confer 


Dems  Elected  To  SF  Committee 


Democratic  Rules 


Continued  from  Page  1 
ing  more  than  a  handful  sup¬ 
porting  votes  on  the  158-member 
rules  committee. 

Daly  argued  that  the  affirma¬ 
tive  action  and  caucus  sections 
were  too  complicated  and  omitted 
many  groups.  She  added  that 
there  were  problems  with  identi¬ 
fying  “lesbians  and  gay  men”  as  a 
group  for  affirmative  action  pur¬ 
poses,  and  that,  perhaps  most  im¬ 
portantly,  the  Carter  forces,  in 
firm  control  of  the  committee, 
supported  only  the  first  of  the 
three  proposals. 

Weltman  saw  that  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  strategy  were  in  part  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  relatively  small  number 
of  political  activists  working  on 


these  issues.  “One  of  the  pro¬ 
proposal  was  divided  into  three 
separate  amendments. 

Weltman  told  GCN  that  at  first 
he  was  not  in  agreement  with  the 
division,  because  he  “felt  it 
weakened  the  proposal  taken  as  a 
whole.”  However  he  added  that 
“some  of  the  reasons  (for  the 
separation  into  three  separate  pro- 
posals)'may1have  some  validity  to 
them:  that  you  have  to  crawl 
before  you  walk,  and  this  is  a  first 
step. 

“One  the  other  hand  I  think  we 
could  have  pushed  harder  for  at 
least  the  affirmative  action,” 
Weltman  explained. 

Both  the  affirmative  action  and 
the  caucus  proposals  were  de- 


Republican  Convo 

Continued  from  Page  1  GCN  that  she  was  unaware  that 


group  formed  to  coordinate  grass¬ 
roots  efforts  to  change  both 
parties’  attitudes  and  actions 
affecting  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“The  main  thing  we’ve  been 
doing  here  is  a  basic  educational 
effort  with  the  Republicans:  to  let 
them  know  that  gay  people  are 
around,  that  we’re  a  political 
group  that’s  got  to  be  reckoned 
with,  and  that  we’re  going  to  be 
back,  in  1984  and  1988  and  how¬ 
ever  long  it  takes,”  Bastow  told 
GCN. 

Barbara  Gleason,  staff  member 
of  the  press  office  at  the  Republi¬ 
can  National  Convention,  told 


there  were  any  openly  gay  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  convention.  “I  sure 
haven’t  heard  anything  about 
that,”  she  said. 

The  Gay  Caucus  held  a  press 
conference  July  15,  organized  by 
the  Convention  Project  and  the 
Michigan  Organization  for 
Human  Rights.  “It  was  very  well 
attended,”  Drake  told  GCN. 
“Through  the  media  we  have 
made  it  clear  to  Ronald  Reagan 
that  if  he  wants  the  potential  of 
eight  million  [lesbian  and  gay] 
voters  out  there  ...  we  need  some 
type  of  public  assurance  from  him 
that  the  Reagan  administration 


Cuban  Refugees 


continued  from  page  3 
temporary  housing,  until  they  find 
jobs  they  will  still  need  money  for 
living  expenses  that  sponsors  may 
not  be  able  to  provide.  There  was 
discussion  of  holding  benefits  and 
accepting  donations.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  donations  might  be 
channelled  through  MCC,  making 
them  tax  deductible,  if  that  organ¬ 
ization  approves. 

It  was  brought  up  that  the  coali¬ 
tion  should  make  sure  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  refugees  receive  the  same 
benefits  as  their  straight  counter¬ 
parts,  thus  reducing  the  amount 
of  additional  money  that  would 
have  to  be  raised. 

A  member  of  the  Comite  stated 
that  the  national  coalition  was 
treating  the  problem  essentially  as 
an  emergency  but  that  a  long-term 
commitment  was  needed  to  see 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  were 
finally  settled  and  living  indepen¬ 
dently.  He  said  the  burden  would 


fall  in  the  end  on  the  gay  Latino 
community,  whose  organizations 
were  ignored  in  forming  the 
national  coalition. 

A  member  of  MCC  replied  that 
although  the  national  coalition,  of 
which  MCC  appears  to  be  the 
leading  organization,  was  formed 
as  an  emergency  measure,  there 
are  individuals  within  MCC  who 
are  committed  to  a  long-term 
effort. 

It  was  decided  that  one  impor¬ 
tant  function  of  the  Boston  coali¬ 
tion  would  be  to  try  to  insure  that 
lesbian  and  gay  Latino  organiza¬ 
tions  throughout  the  country  are  a 
part  of  the  national  effort. 

Those  present  agreed  to  consult 
with  their  own  organizations  and 
to  contact  other  organizations  and 
individuals  before  the  second 
meeting,  which  is  set  for  2:00  PM, 
Sunday,  July  20  at  56  Brattle  St., 
Cambridge. 


BRIGHTEN  UP  YOUR  DAY  A  LITTLE! 


20%  Off 
ALL  RECORDS 

(WITH  THIS  AD) 

JULY  19-26 


RECORDS! 


,106  .OVLSTO*  Bo«k-$0ld-T»dod 


BOSTON  247-2238 


NEAR  THE  CORNER  OF  MASS.  AVE.  &  BOYLSTON 


Susan  Fteischmann 

Abortion  Demo 


feated  badly,  with  neither  receiv- 
blems  which  we  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men  suffer  from  is  the  fact 
that  we  don’t  have  enough  of  our 
people  in  any  one  place  at  any  one 
time  .  .  .  and  we  suffer  from  being 
somewhat  isolated.  The  more 
people  we  can  get  to  participate  in 
these  decisions  [on  strategy],  the 
better  decisions  we  can  make.” 

Weltman  urged  more  people  to 
get  involved,  pointing  out  that 
“these  things  do  not  happen 
unless  we  get  large  numbers  of 
people  out  and  participating 
actively  in  the  process:  voting, 
going  to  the  caucuses  to  elect  dele¬ 
gates,  and  supporting  the  people 
in  our  own  community  who  are 
doing  the  work.” 


will  not  be  one  which  adopts  the 
type  of  policies  advocated  by  his 
campaign  manager,  Paul  Laxalt.” 

Sen.  Laxalt,  from  Nevada,  is 
chief  sponsor  of  Senate  Bill  1808, 
the  Family  Protection  Act. 

Although  Thompson  and 
Drake  are  the  only  openly  gay 
delegates,  they  have  made  contact 
with  many  other  lesbian  and  gay 
delegates  and  party  officials. 
“The  ones  I  have  talked  with  have 
all  expressed  their  delight  at  what 
Chuck  and  I  are  doing,  and  their 
disappointment  that  they’re  not  in 
a  position  in  their  own  lives  that 
they  can  do  anything  quite  so 
open,”  Drake  said. 

Night  March 

continued  from  page  3 

pected  to  facilitate  the  reporting 

and  prosecution  of  rape. 

The  “Take  Back  The  Night” 
coalition  is  not  an  autonomous 
organization  composed  of  women 
dedicated  only  to  this  event. 
Rather  it  is  described  by  its 
organizers  as  a  broad-based  coali¬ 
tion  composed  of  representatives 
from  women’s  organizations  and 
individuals.  The  following  is  a 
partial  listing  of  participating 
groups:  the  Coalition  for 

Women’s  Safety,  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women,  the 
Greenlight  Safehouse  networks  of 
Allston-Brighton,  Cambridge- 
port,  Riverside,  Dorchester, 
Jamaica  Plain,  and  Somerville; 
Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center; 
Casa  Myrna  Vasquez;  LUNA 
(Lesbians  Uriited  Against  Nuclear 
Energy);  Harbor  Area  Task  Force 
on  Battered  Women;  and  the  Al¬ 
liance  Against  Sexual  Coercion. 


Continued  from  Page  1 

seems  like  our  movements  are 

really  one.” 

“The  people  here  today,”  Fried 
continued,  “believe  that  now  is 
the  time  for  people  to  stand  up  in 
any  way  they  deem  appropriate 
and  tell  the  legislature  that  women 
and  men  in  this  country  won’t 
stand  for  this.  We  really  believe 
that  the  only  way  the  legislature 
will  change  is  if  they  believe  that 
their  constituencies  out  there  are 
angry  and  want  the  law  to  change. 
We  can’t  just  wait  for  the  court  to 
do  something,  because  it’s  not 
going  to  do  it.” 

The  local  demonstration  was 
organized  by  the  Committee  to 
Defend  the  Doohling  Decision, 
made  up  of  women  from  MCRA, 
NAM,  and  many  independent 
abortion  activists.  (The  Doohling 
Decision  was  a  decision  striking 
down  the  Hyde  Amendment;  it 
was  made  by  a  federal  judge  in 
New  York  state.)  The  demonstra¬ 
tion  here  was  part  of  a  nationally 
coordinated  day  of  protest  called 


by  the  R2N2. 

In  addition  to  Boston,  demon¬ 
strations  and  picketing  took  place 
in  New  York  City  (1500  people 
participated),  Cleveland  (100 
people),  Chicago  (300  people), 
Cincinnati  (50  people)  and  Seattle, 
Iowa  City  and  San  Francisco  (no 
figures  available). 

R2N2  is  a  national  group  made 
up  of  over  38  local  pro-choice 
groups  committed  to  “fighting  for 
abortion  rights  and  against  steri¬ 
lization  abuse  and  for  all  the 
things  that  are  related  to  repro¬ 
ductive  freedom,  such  as  quality 
childcare,  health  care,  jobs,  sexual 
freedom,  and  freedom  of  sexual 
preference”  according  to  Fried. 

On  June  28  in  Anaheim,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  1000  people  demonstrated 
against  the  National  Right  to  Life 
Convention.  According  to  Fried, 
“There  were  more  people  protest¬ 
ing  outside  than  attending  the 
convention  inside.”  That  demon¬ 
stration  was  organized  by  the 
Abortion  Rights  Coalition,  a  local 
R2N2  group. 
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Perched  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  center  of  Ogunquit,  the  Inn  at 
Two  Village  Square  commands  a  sweeping  view  of  the  ocean.  Its 
central  location  places  guest  within  easy  walking  distance  to  the 
beach,  restaurants,  and  clubs.  Guest  accommodations  includes  a 
new  24x26  foot  sundeck,  spacious  common  rooms,  and  an 
enclosed  dining  proch,  where  a  Continental  breakfast  is  provided 
compliments  of  the  inn. 

Come  enjoy  the  sun  and  relax  in  a  comfortable  and  supportive 
atmosphere. 


The  Inn  at  Two  Village  Square 
P.O.  Box  864  •  Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
Phone  207-646-5779  Your  hosts:  John  &  Bob 


Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front: 

Building 

Coalitions 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

The  following  is  a  profile  of  the  Disabled 
People's  Liberation  Front  (DPLF)  of  Boston 
drawn  from  an  interview  with  GCN  conducted  at 
one  of  the  organization's  steering  committee 
meetings.  The  participants  include:  James  Brooks, 
disabled  since  infancy  due  to  Potts  Disease  (TB  of 
the  spine),  original  organizer  of  DPLF;  Jean  Wassell, 
disabled  by  a  cancer-operation  three  years  ago,  an 
original  member  of  DPLF;  and  Rosalie  Hoffman, 
blind  since  birth,  also  an  original  member. 

Observing  the  interview  was  Eric  Von  Sneidern,  who 
holds  dual  membership  in  DPLF  and  Mental  Patients 
Liberation  Front  (MPLF). 


Photo  by  Warren  Blumenfeld 

Back  Row:  (I  to  r)  Jean  Wasell,  Eric  Von  Sneidlern; 
Front  Row:  (I  to  r)  Rosalie  Hoffman,  James  Brooks 


History 

In  the  early  1970s  Winged  Wheels  (WW),  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  Southern  Illinois  area  to  provide  a 
social  and  recreational  outlet  for  people  in  wheel¬ 
chairs.  Drawing  from  the  membership  of  WW, 

James  Brooks  organized  Wheelchair  Action  (WA)  in 
1972  which  was  a  radical  group  concerned  with 
advancing  the  cause  of  disabled  people's  rights. 

WA  blockaded  a  major  intersection  in  Carbondale, 
Illinois  to  dramatize  the  inaccessibility  of  that  town 
to  people  in  wheelchairs.  Members  joined  in 
demonstrations  against  the  Vietnam  War  and  in 
1974  WA  joined  with  Illinois  gay  rights  groups  to  co¬ 
sponsor  an  appearance  by  Leonard  Matlovich  on 
the  topic  of  gays  and  the  military.  Soon  after  this 
action.  Brooks  moved  to  the  Boston  area  and 
organized  a  branch  of  WA.  However,  it  soon 
became  clear  that  there  was  a  need  for  a  radical 
left  group  which  would  include  people  with  all  types 
of  disabilities.  In  the  past,  groups  which  included 
members  with  a  single  type  of  disability  tended  to 
weaken  the  disabled  people's  movement.  For  these 
reasons,  the  name  Wheelchair  Action  was  changed 
and  the  group  is  now  called  the  Disabled  People's 
Liberation  Front. 

Philosophy 

DPLF  is  concerned  with  issues  of  accessibility  for 
all  disabled  persons. 

Jean  We  are  not  just  concerned  with  wheelchair 
accessibility.  We  are  also  involved  with  issues 
around  braille  in  buildings  and  recordings  for  blind 
people  and  interpreters  for  deaf  people.  We  serve  as 
an  advocacy  and  personal  support  system .  We  help 
in  finding  housing  and  jobs  and  on  occasion  have 
even  brought  tape  recorders  for  some  of  our 
members. 

One  way  that  we  differ  from  other  groups  of  dis¬ 
abled  people  is  that  we  do  direct  political  actions. 
We  will  only  go  through  the  traditional  channels  of 
lobbying  or  writing  letters  when  it  adds  to  our  direct 
actions.  Some  of  us  would  like  to  see  a  different 


[governmental]  system.  Many  of  us  see  the  system  as 
wrong  and  not  reformable. 

James  The  danger  of  reformism  is  that  the  dis¬ 
abled  issue  is  in  a  continual  state  of  crisis  needing  an 
immediate  action.  There  is  no  time  for  a  month  of 
traditional  action. 

Jean  We  also  feel  that  a  one-shot  action  or 
demonstration  may  be  fine  for  your  own  morale,  but 
when  it  is  all  over,  what  have  you  really 
accomplished?  You  must  be  out  there  constantly 
tying  things  up  to  make  much  of  an  impact. 

James  We  are  seen  as  an  angry  group  by  many, 
but  we  feel  there  is  a  difference  between  being  bitter 
and  being  angry.  We  see  anger  as  a  positive  thing. 
Disabled  people  are  afraid  to  get  angry.  We  have  to 
organize  and  no  longer  beg.  We  haven’t  been 
allowed  to  get  angry  in  the  past.  When  disabled 
people  got  angry,  they  were  either  locked  up  or  had 
emotional  breakdowns  due  to  denying  their  own 
disability.  We  hold  the  agencies  responsible  for  this. 
Most  agencies  are  made  up  of  non-disabled  people 
with  a  charitable  or  holy  attitude.  They  think  they 
know  what  is  best  for  us  and  it  is  from  their  non¬ 
disabled  positions  that  they  form  their  policies. 

Jean  We  think  that  every  group  and  agency 
working  for  disabled  people  should  be  run  100%  by 
disabled  people. 

GCN  Do  you  feel  that  non-disabled  people  in 
these  agencies  try  to  keep  disabled  people  dependent 
because  if  not,  the  agency  staff  would  be  out  of  a 
job? 

Jean  Yes.  Muscular  Dystrophy  and  Easter  Seal 
have  made  a  lot  of  money  just  from  the  image  they 
have  created  about  disabled  people.  It  is  like  they  are 
saying,  “Look  at  those  poor  things,”  which  sends  out 
the  message  that  we  all  are  helpless.  Also,  most 
agencies  are  white,  middle  class  dominated,  which 
has  to  be  questioned.  The  reason  why  our  group  is 
situated  where  it  is,  at  the  edge  of  the  Combat  Zone 
(230  Boylston  St.,  Boston),  is  because  there  are  a  lot 
of  street  people  who  are  disabled  and  in  need  and 
we  are  accessible  to  them.  One  of  our  members  lived 
in  the  Combat  Zone  in  a  wheelchair.  We  tried  to  get 
him  admitted  into  a  nursing  home  because  it  was  20 
degrees  outside  and  he  had  nowhere  to  go.  They 
wouldn’t  admit  him  because  he  didn’t  look  suitable 
enough  for  their  home.  Lots  of  people  in  the  street 
have  disabilities,  some  of  them  alcohol  and  drug 
related.  Many  of  them  are  gay.  Some  gay  street 
people  see  the  need  for  a  separate  gay  shelter  to 
meet  their  needs.  We  are  in  support  of  such  a 
shelter. 

James  The  agencies  as  they  are  now  give  us  their 
white,  middle  class  attitude  which  is  goal  oriented 
—  you  have  to  go  to  college,  you  have  to  achieve 
respectability,  you  have  to  try  to  look  as 
inconspicuous  as  possible  to  pass  —  and  this  attitude 
tends  to  give  the  disabled  person  a  lack  of  self¬ 
esteem. 

Rosalie  When  I  was  in  school,  we  had  the  image 
planted  on  us  that  sighted  people  were  perfect.  They 
don’t  spill  things.  They  don’t  do  this  and  that. 
James  People  in  wheelchairs  are  told  this  too.  We 
are  told  to  look  like  everyone  else.  We  are  told  to 
rehabilitate  ourselves  so  we  can  fit  into  the 
structure,  no  matter  how  wrong  it  is.  One  thing  I 
want  to  make  clear:  we  feel  that  the  structure 
should  rehabilitate  itself  to  us. 


Every  group  and  agency 
working  for  disabled  people 
should  be  run  100  %  by 
disabled  people. 


Jean  Along  these  lines,  I  recently  read  an  article 
in  the  New  York  Times  about  a  school  in  Los 
Angeles  for  special  needs  students.  This  school  was 
integrated  by  non-disabled  students.  It  was 
essentially  a  “reverse  mainstreaming"  plan.  The 
results  were  that  both  groups  achieved  higher  than 
average  test  scores.  The  able-bodied  students  learned 
a  great  deal  of  sensitivity  at  an  age  when  they  really 
can  learn  it  plus  they  all  learned  to  help  each  other. 
It  gave  the  disabled  students  a  more  positive  view  of 
their  disability,  being  the  majority. 

James  I  went  to  a  school  for  the  disabled  and  I 
felt  all  the  time  that  it  was  an  inferior  school 
because  we  were  seen  as  being  “abnormal”  and 
when  non-disabled  people  visited  the  school,  they 
were  seen  to  be  above  us.  This  made  us  hostile 
toward  each  other  because  we  didn’t  develop  a 
shared  kinship.  We  all  wanted  to  appear  normal. 


Those  with  worse  disabilities  were  looked  down  on  by 
those  whose  disabilities  were  less  severe.  We  weren’t 
taught  to  feel  positive  about  our  conditions  but 
rather  we  felt  like  we  were  being  punished  because 
of  it  by  being  separated  out.  This  gave  us  a  weird 
self-image.  Blacks  started  to  get  rid  of  that  bad  self- 
image  with  the  “Black  is  Beautiful”  movement. 
Disabled  people  don’t  have  that  yet.  We  have  lots  of 
work  ahead  of  us.  There  is  lots  of  hostility  toward 
disabled  people  because  we  remind  people  of  their 
own  mortality.  We  remind  them  of  illness,  which  a 
lot  of  people  don’t  want  to  deal  with. 

GCN  Listening  to  you  speak  about  the  ways  you 
have  been  treated,  the  parallels  between  the  disabled 
movement  and  other  movement  struggles  become 
clear. 

James  Sexism,  racism,  all  -isms  directly  correlate 
to  the  oppression  of  disabled  people.  We  are 
oppressed  by  lots  of  cultural  prejudices.  The  same  is 
done  to  women,  gays,  blacks,  etc. 

To  me,  it  seems  that  white,  middle  class  hetero¬ 
sexuality  is  very  oppressive  toward  disabled  people 
because  it  implies  that  in  order  for  your  sexuality  to 
be  positive,  you  have  to  fit  a  certain  mold.  Disabled 
people  don’t  fit  that  mold  according  to  the  rules  of 
heterosexuality.  The  mere  fact  of  disabled  people 
“doing  it”  is  repulsive  to  most  heterosexuals.  I  think 
that  is  one  reason  why  we  feel  a  special  kinship  with 
gays  and  lesbians. 

Jean  We  all  seem  to  have  some  common  under¬ 
standing  of  what  oppression  is.  I  have  learned  a  lot 
from  two  of  my  daughters  who  are  both  lesbian 
separatists.  The  issues  are  the  same,  which  reminds 
me  of  a  point  I  want  to  make  about  a  story  taking 
place  in  Toronto  concerning  gays,  lesbians  and  dis¬ 
abled  people  making  a  pact  with  one  another.  As  it 
stands  now,  these  groups  are  not  amongst  the  list  of 
protected  categories  in  that  city’s  anti-discrimination 
laws.  These  groups  are  joining  together  to  tell  the 
city  that  if  legislation  were  passed  to  include  one  of 
these  groups  in  the  anti-discrimination  law,  it  would 
decline  unless  the  other  groups  were  also  included.  I 
would  like  tb  see  the  same  pact  develop  here, 
because  in  Massachusetts  disabled  people,  gay  men 
and  lesbians  are  also  excluded  from  similar  laws. 

Actions 

Keeping  to  their  philosophy  that  all  movement 
struggles  are  linked  and  seeing  the  need  to  build 
coalitions,  DPLF  members  have  taken  part  in 
actions  organized  by  other  movement  groups.  Such 
actions  include:  anti-nuclear  rallies  in  Washington, 
D.C.  and  Seabrook,  New  Hampshire;  actions  led  by 
women's  and  gay  groups  including  “Take  Back  The 
Night”  rallies,  the  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
March  in  Washington,  D.C.;  gay  and  lesbian  pride 
marches  and  the  recent  demonstrations  against  the 
movies  Windows  and  Cruising-,  anti-draft  rallies; 
Iranian  support  actions  (no  war  against  Iran);  anti¬ 
racism  rallies,  including  the  demonstration  during 
the  Pope's  visit  to  Boston  to  support  Daryl  Williams 
(the  black  man  who  was  shot  while  practicing  on  a 
high  school  football  field  in  Charlestown);  and 
actions  led  by  Youth  Against  War  and  Fascism. 

DPLF  members  have  also  initiated  direct  actions. 

James  We  feel  that  there  is  an  unacknowledged 
conspiracy  to  keep  disabled  people  from  integrating 
in  the  society  by  means  of  architectural  and 
transportational  barriers.  This  is  why  there  are  stairs 
instead  of  ramps  leading  into  most  buildings.  There 
are  those  who  don’t  want  us  in  their  buildings 
because  they  think  disabled  people  will  contaminate 
their  space.  I  have  been  thrown  out  of  bars  because 
the  owners  don’t  want  their  customers  upset  by  me. 
In  restaurants  many  times  disabled  people  are  seated 
in  the  most  inconspicuous  spot. 

To  emphasize  our  point  that  disabled  people  are 
not  given  access  to  places  that  most  people  take  for 
granted,  we  have  focused  our  attention  on  movie 
theaters  and  specifically  the  Sack  theaters  of  Boston. 
Sack  is  a  big  multi-million  dollar  corporation  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Business/Industrial  community. 
Jean  We  feel  that  a  picket  line  in  front  of  a 
theater  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  raise  the 
consciousness  of  a  tremendous  number  of  people.  So 
far  we  have  a  three  year  history  of  fighting  against 
Sack  in  the  area  of  accessibility.  Starting  back  in 
October  1977  we  had  a  picket  line  going  every 
Friday  and  Saturday  night  until  May  1978.  We 
accomplished  consciousness-raising  through 
leafletting.  We  chose  the  Beacon  Hill  Theater 
because  we  fel  that  it  was  the  most  inaccessible  of  all 
the  Sack  theaters.  Sack  owner,  Alan  Friedberg,  we 
feel,  is  a  William  Loeb  on  the  accessibility  issue. 


James  His  attitude  is  the  most  hard  core  attitude 
against  accessibility  that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  feel  that 
it  is  not  just  a  question  of  money  to  him.  I  think  he 
just  doesn’t  want  ds  in  his  space.  When  the  media 
have  questioned  him  about  the  issue,  he  has  made 
rude  jokes.  In  a  WBUR  tape  in  the  fall  of  1978,  he 
stated  that  if  he  gives  us  ramps,  “The  next  thing 
these  people  will  want  are  special  medications  and 
iron  lungs  in  the  theaters.”  Concerning  the  issue  of 
back  door  accessibility  to  a  few  of  his  theaters,  he 
told  the  WBZ  Channel  4  TV  arts  critic  Mary 
Stewart,  “I  think  they’re  lucky  to  go  in  the  back 
door,  they  don’t  have  to  stand  in  line.” 

An  important  point  that  needs  to  be  included  is 
that  we  are  pushing  for  ramps,  not  only  because  it 
would  provide  accessibility  for  people  in 
wheelchairs,  but  also  it  would  help  elderly  people 
and  others  who  have  trouble  navigating  steps. 

Even  though  Friedberg  has  some  accessible 
theaters,  he  brought  back  the  movie  Coming  Home 
for  a  second  run  at  the  Beacon  Hill  Theater.  This 
movie  deals  with  the  topic  of  people  in  wheelchairs. 
We  feel  he  put  it  in  this  theater  to  antagonize  us. 


There  is  lots  of  hostility 
toward  disabled  people 
because  we  remind  people  of 
their  own  mortality.  We 
remind  them  of  illness,  which 
a  lot  of  people  don’t  want  to 
deal  with. 


Jean  At  the  demonstration,  there  was  a  scuffle 
between  the  police  and  a  man  in  a  wheelchair.  I 
went  over  to  help  the  man  because  the  police  were 
trying  to  throw  him  out  of  his  chair.  He  has  a 
condition  known  as  osteogenesis  and  they  could 
easily  have  broken  liis  bones.  The  police  saw  me 
coming  over  and  threw  me  across  the  street  beating 
on  me  the  whole  way.  I  have  pictures  showing  the 
bruises.  I  was  arrested  and  later  at  the  trial  I  was 
found  guilty  of  assault  and  battery  and  given  a  six 
month  continuance,  which  meant  I  was  on 
probation. 

James  After  the  Coming  Home  demonstrations, 
the  management  of  Sack  said  they  were  willing  to 
negotiate.  The  people  in  our  group  decided  to  ask 
for  front  door  accessibility  to  the  three  theaters  at 
the  Cheri  complex,  to  the  Saxon  and  to  the  Sack 
Cinema  57.  We  decided  to  lay  off  our  claim  to  the 
Beacon  Hill  Theater  because  we  realize  that  it  is 
difficult  to  make  it  accessible. 

Jean  But  at  the  Beacon  Hill  Theater  there  was  a 
sign  which  is  quite  deceiving,  placed  there,  we 
think,  to  make  our  demands  for  accessibility  seem 
crazy.  The  sign  read:  “If  any  patrons  have  difficulty 
with  stairs,  there  is  an  alternative  means  of  access  to 
our  theater  via  the  ramp  to  our  right.”  However,  the 
sign  hesitates  to  mention  the  fact  that  the  ramp  leads 
to  steps  which  one  must  negotiate  before  entering 
the  theater  by  the  back  door. 

James  But  when  Sack  was  finally  willing  to  sit 
down  and  negotiate  with  us,  we  thought  things  were 
changing  for  the  better.  They  agreed  to  our 
demands.  At  the  Saxon  Theater,  all  that  was 
required  was  the  knocking  down  of  one  step.  After 
months  of  stalling,  that  finally  happened. 

It  was  a  different  story  at  the  Sack  Cheri  and  the 
57.  We  were  on  their  case  for  months  when  finally 
Friedberg  said  “no”  to  further  accessibility.  We 
brought  our  case  before  the  Architectural  Barriers 
Board  (ABB).  There  is  a  law  passedin  1975  ,  I 
think,  which  states  that  federal,  state  and  other 
public  buildings  must  be  made  accessible  for  the 
disabled.  However,  the  law  is  not  retroactive  for 
public  buildings  built  before  the  law  was  enacted, 
unless  remodeling  of  5%  or  more  of  the  estimated 
value  of  the  building  took  place.  Since  the  Beacon 
Hill  Theater  was  made  into  three  inaccessible 
theaters,  we  felt  we  had  a  good  case.  But  they  were 
able  to  escape  through  a  loop-hole  in  the  law  which 
is  wide  enough  for  a  truck  to  pass  through.  Because 
the  Beacon  Hill  Theater  owns  part  of  the  parking 
garage  attached  to  the  theater,  which  the  rest  of  the 
stores  in  the  [shopping]  complex  use,  the  Sack 
estimated  the  value  of  the  theater  to  include  the 
garage  and  the  stores  in  the  complex,  thus  pushing 
up  the  value  and  reducing  the  percentage  of  renova¬ 
tions  on  the  theater  to  less  than  5  % .  Since  the  ABB 
could  not  determine  the  exact  value  of  the  Beacon 
Hill  Theater,  they  told  us  that  they  couldn’t  do 


anything.  We  feel  that  the  present  laws  are  a 
conspiracy  between  big  business  and  government. 
Jean  DPLF  will  be  challenging  the  law.  If  Sack 
can  claim  the  garage  as  part  of  the  total  value,  then 
stores  in  shopping  malls  can  claim  the  value  of  an 
entire  mall  as  part  of  the  total  value. 

James  Because  Sack  has  reneged  on  their  promise 
to  bargain  in  good  faith,  we  have  intensified  our 
actions  against  that  corporation. 

Jean  On  Dec.  7,  1979  we  picketed  the  opening  of 
the  movie  The  Brinks  Job  shown  at  the  Cheri.  That 
premier  was  accessible  only  to  the  rich.  Each  ticket 
went  for  $100.  The  irony  of  that  night  was  that  the 
bank  robbers  were  ushered  into  the  theater  while  the 
people  were  kept  behind  police  lines.  Our  members 
were  threatened  with  arrest  the  whole  time. 

Wealso  picketed  the  film  Superman  at  the  Sack  57 
during  a  benefit  for  the  Special  Olympics. 

James  We  weren’t  against  the  Special  Olympics, 
but  we  were  against  the  hypocrisy  that  disabled 
people  had  to  come  in  the  back  door  to  see  the  film . 
Jean  Then  on  May  9  of  this  year  we  picketed  the 
Charles  Theater  when  Jack  Lemmon  came  to  open 
up  a  Retrospective  Film  Festival  during  the  Jubilee 
350  Celebration.  We  came  to  ask  him  not  to  attend 
the  festival  until  Freidberg  made  his  theaters 
accessible.  During  the  demonstration  we  heard 
Friedberg  say  to  the  police,  “I  want  them  out  before 
Lemmon  arrives,”  referring  to  us.  As  it  turned  out, 
just  as  Lemmon  was  arriving  in  his  chauffeured 
limousine,  Richard  Candelmo  and  James,  two  of  our 
members  in  wheelchairs,  plus  one  invisibly  disabled 
member  were  being  loaded  into  paddy  wagons. 
Lemmon  snubbed  the  rest  of  us  and  walked  into  the 
theater. 

Our  next  action  is  planned  for  July  30  at  the 
Copley  Plaza  Hotel  where  Sack  will  be  giving  a 
dinner  party  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  movie 
The  Titanic.  We  hear  that  the  meal  will  include  the 
same  dishes  that  were  served  on  the  night  the  ship 
sank.  We  hope  lots  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  join 
our  demonstration. 


White,  middle  class  hetero¬ 
sexuality  is  very  oppressive 
toward  disabled  people 
because  it  implies  that  in  order 
for  your  sexuality  to  be 
positive,  you  have  to  fit  a 
certain  mold.  Disabled  people 
don’t  fit  that  mold  .  .  .  The 
mere  fact  of  disabled  people 
“doing  it”  is  repulsive  to  most 
heterosexuals.  I  think  that  is 
one  reason  why  we  feel  a 
special  kinship  with  gays  and 
lesbians. 


Before  we  leave  the  topic  of  actions  we  have 
organized,  I  want  to  talk  about  a  multi-media 
concert  that  we  sponsored  on  Sunday,  May  11,  1980 
at  the  First  and  Second  Church  on  Marlborough 
Street  in  Boston.  The  concert  was  organized  by 
disabled  artists  to  give  a  cultural  perspective  of  past 
and  present  disabled  achievement. 

James  Disabled  people  aren't  taught  their  history 
or  culture  and  this  was  an  attempt  to  retrieve  what 
is  ours. 

Jean  We  had  poetry,  music  and  a  reading  on 
images  of  the  disabled  in  history.  Rosalie,  who  has 
performed  numerous  times  on  piano  with  Arthur 
Fiedler  and  the  Boston  Pops,  played  The  Appassion- 
ata  Sonata  by  Beethoven.  She  chose  Beethoven 
because  he  was  a  disabled  composer,  being  deaf  for 
a  good  portion  of  his  life.  I  even  read  one  of  my 
poems  called  “The  Disabling  System”  which  goes  as 
follows: 

At  birth  we  are  all  whole  in  spirit 
Even  the  physically  different  are  innocent  of  soul  scars 
Skin  color  is  not  the  cause  of  wounds,  nor  is  one's 
sex  or  dollar  value  a  concern 
Our  basic  humanity  is  full  of  potential  and  purity 
Only  a  few  years  are  needed  for  society  to  disable 
us  all 

Our  sexuality  is  programmed  with  non-choices 
Skin  pigment  and  class  placement  set  restrictions; 
and  the  physically  different  exist  with  added 


oppression 

The  majority  accept  the  distortions  without  question 

A  few  rebel,  often  resulting  in  even  greater 
disability 

Sexism,  racism  and  classism  contort  our  spirits,  and 
those  with  alternative  bodies  twist  and  turn  vainly 
to  fit  in 

“With  profit  not  people”  the  immutable  law  backed 
by  religion,  education,  medicine  and  family,  our 
functioning  becomes  wholly  unnatural 

Hospitals  fill,  prisons  bulge,  mental  institutions 
overflow 

One  in  four  Americans  is  disabled 

That  is  nothing  my  friends 

Ten  years  hence  we  will  easily  raise  that  figure  to 
one  in  two  by  judicious  use  of  Agent  Orange,  food 
preservatives,  radiation,  DES  and  industrial 
waste,  our  Gross  National  Product  of  DISABILITY 
should  easily  double 

In  the  landmark  year  2000,  society  could  even 
achieve  100%  disability  but  when  some  powerful 
white,  heterosexual  male  survivor  presses  the  red 
button,  even  capital  and  interest  will  disappear  in 
the  final  disability 


Susan  Fleischmann 


The  Media 

Jean  For  the  most  part,  we  feel  that  the  media 
takes  us  as  a  joke  and  in  most  cases,  they  simple 
ignore  us.  We  charge  the  news  media,  especially  the 
Boston  Globe  and  Boston  Herald  American  with 
pulling  down  the  curtain  on  our  actions.  The  TV  has 
been  very  selective  in  covering  us.  We  have  tried  for 
years  to  get  our  actions  covered. 

James  Once  we  got  a  small  blurb  in  Boston 
Magazine  entitled,  “Cripples  Sue  Movie  Mogul.” 
Calling  us  “cripples”  is  like  calling  blacks,  “niggers,” 
or  calling  gays,  “queers."  We  just  aren't  taken 
seriously. 

Jean  I  really  believe  that  if  we  were  given  a  lot  of 
support  by  gays  and  lesbians,  the  media  coverage 
would  have  been  a  lot  different. 

James  We  are  a  small  group  and  the  media  can 
afford  to  ignore  us. 

Jean  Here  is  where  I  would  like  to  pick  a  bone 
with  the  gay  community.  A  week  before  the  Retro¬ 
spective  Film  Festival  demonstration,  I  called 
various  gay  groups,  including  GCN ,  to  see  if  we 
could  get  lesbians  and  gay  men  involved,  but  I 
seemed  to  get  little  interest  from  the  people  I  called. 
Very  few  gay  people  showed  up.  After  our  support 
[for  gay  actions]  we  hoped  more  gays  and  lesbians 
would  attend.  I  hope  interest  in  our  actions  and  our 
concerns  picks  up  in  the  future. 

James  Cross-over  support  is  very  important.  It 
gives  us  more  strength. 

Jean  Some  of  the  papers  that  have  given  us  good 
coverage  have  been  The  Beal  Paper,  The  Guardian, 
The  Workers  World  newspaper  and  now,  GCN. 
James  We  want  to  thank  you  for  your  interest  in 
our  group  and  hope  your  readers  will  boycott  Sack. 
We  invite  your  disabled  readers  to  come  to  our 
meetings  or  call  us  at  (617)  266-4846. 


Page  10  • 


Gay  Community  News,  July  26, 1980 


•  Page  11 


Page  12  • 


Gay  Community  News,  July  26,  1980 


o Nick$ 


Exciting  Summer 


Specials! 


LOBSTER 


Lobsters 
Complete  Dinner 


Nick 


STEAK 


s  Famous  N.Y, 
Sirloin 
or  Prime  Ri  _ 
Complete  Dinne 


Steak 


Dinner  from  5  p.m.  to  1 1 

Open  Monday-Saturdav 


p.m. 


Clicks  100  Warrenton  Street 
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Odyssey  of  q  Unicom 


By  Nancy  Walker 

On  the  evening  of  the  Town 
Meeting  which  was  held  as  part  of 
the  Gay  Pride  Week  festivities,  my 
sother  (significant  other)  and  I 
dined  in  a  Chinese  restaurant.  At 
the  end  of  the  meal  we  were  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  traditional  (only  in 
America???)  fortune  cookies,  sig¬ 
nifying,  “The  party’s  over.”  I 
opened  mine  and  found  “a  dream 
need  not  fade  in  the  light.”  The 
phrase  kept  reverberating  in  my 
heat-soaked  brain  all  through  the 
meeting. 

We,  as  gays,  have  many 
dreams.  Some  of  them  have  been 
hidden  in  the  dark  for  years  and 
years,  and  are  just  beginning  now 
to  emerge  into  the  light.  We  are 
demanding,  and,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  achieving  our  place  in  the 
sun.  But  we  still  have  deeply 
rooted  unfulfilled  desires,  fervent¬ 
ly  wished-for  alterations  in  the 
scheme  of  things. 

One  dream  I  believe  must  be 
shared  by  many  is  that  we  will  at 
last  be  at  peace  with  our  families, 
that  we  will  some  day  become  a 
non-issue  at  the  Christmas  dinner 
table  or  the  Seder. 

For  me,  part  of  that  dream 
began  to  take  shape  in  the  real 
world  when  Parents  of  Gays  was 
formed.  1  had  wanted  to  meet 
some  of  the  members  of  that 
organization  ever  since  I  first 
heard  Sarah  Montgomery  speak  at 
the  gay  pride  rally  in  New  York 
City  in  1974.  Sarah  was  inspira¬ 
tional.  She  had  come  to  love  us 
and  to  support  our  liberation 
efforts  out  of  her  own  pain  at  the 
double  suicide  of  her  son  and  his 
lover.  She  didn’t  want  other 
parents  to  have  to  suffer  the  same 
kind  of  wrenching  pain,  so  she 
founded  Parents  of  Gays  and  has 
worked  tirelessly  to  help  gays  and 
their  parents  toward  greater 
mutual  understanding  and  affec¬ 
tion. 

When  I  learned  that  an  open 
meeting  of  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  was  taking  place  as  part  of 
the  Gay  Pride  week  activities,  I 
was  all  eagerness  to  go,  despite  the 
horrendous  heat  and  some  intesti¬ 
nal  difficulties  that  made  social 
events  rather  tricky  for  me. 

We  met  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  in  Boston.  There  were 
only  about  15  of  us  all  told,  and 
the  parents  accounted  for  only 
three  of  our  number.  There  was 
also  one  man  who  said  that  he  was 
the  brother  of  a  lesbian.  He  ac¬ 
companied  his  mother  to  the 
meeting.  Aside  from  them,  there 
were  two  mothers  of  lesbians.  I 
don’t  know  why  it  had  not  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  before  that  the  whole 
situation  might  be  traumatic,  or, 
at  the  very  least,  painful  and  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  parents  to  discuss.  But 
I  didn’t  expect  the  mothers  to  be 
quite  so  strained  as  one  of  them 
seemed.  She  kept  repeating  how 
much  she  loved  her  daughter,  and 
how  hard  she  was  trying  to  prove 
that  love.  By  joining  the  group 
and  taking  an  active  part  in  it,  she 
was  showing  her  devotion. 


I  learned  that  most  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  parents’  group  are 
closed  to  gays.  They  feel  that  they 
can’t  talk  openly  enough  if  we  are 
around.  Parents  often  have  grave 
misgivings,  and  it  is  no  easy 
matter  for  them  to  adjust  to  the 
news  that  their  children  are,  in 
some  very  profound  ways,  not  as 
they  are. 

One  man  came  to  the  meeting 
with  his  wife.  She  spoke  with  great 
understanding  and  intensity  of 
their  relationship.  That  was 
another  eye  opener.  I  had  not  yet 
encountered,  in  my  own  personal 
experience,  married  gays  whose 
straight  partners  had  such  rich 
inner  resources  and  such  genero¬ 
sity  of  spirit.  This  man  and  his 
wife  have  a  rare  bond. 

A  number  of  the  people  present 
were  young  lesbians  in  the  throes 
of  telling  parents  or  trying  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  to  tell  parents.  That 
is  not  such  an  easy  matter  either. 
It  is  never  absolutely  safe.  No  one 
can  know  100%  how  someone  else 
is  going  to  react  to  the  news.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  deal  with  the  hurt 
and  anger  of  a  beloved  parent. 
Though  it  may  seem  easy  to  an¬ 
nounce  your  orientation  to 
parents  about  whom  you  think 
you  don’t  give  a  damn,  inside, 
something  does  affect  you. 

That  small  meeting  was  not 
without  its  humorous  moments. 
We  had  expected  the  meeting  to 
begin  at  7  pm,  the  time  listed  in  all 
the  schedules  of  gay  pride  events 
that  any  of  us  had  seen,  but  it 
took  a  long  time  to  get  into  the 
church,  which  was  locked  when 
we  arrived,  and  even  longer  before 
more  than  four  or  five  of  us 
showed  up.  We  were  sitting  in  one 
of  the  small  chapels,  sweltering 
and  hoping  that  we  hadn’t  given 
up  the  evening  in  vain,  when 
finally  a  group  did  gather  and  we 
were  about  to  start  the  formal 
proceedings. 

A  middle  age  plus  woman  and 
man  walked  in  together,  she  sport¬ 
ing  a  red  wig,  he  looking  rather 
sheepish,  following  in  her  wake 
obediently.  She  gestured  to  him  to 
sit  and  said,  “Here  are  some  nice 
looking  women  for  you.”  I 
thought  it  was  a  strange  kind  of 
joke.  We  had  formed  our  chairs 
into  a  circle.  He  sat  down,  but 
outside  the  circle.  He  said 
nothing. 

Meanwhile  the  woman  marched 
over  to  the  piano  on  the  far  side  of 
the  room,  sat  down  and  played 
with  utter  command,  but  little 
sensitivity,  a  complete  piece  by 
one  of  the  Romantic  composers. 
We  sat,  not  too  surprised,  having 
been  to  other  meetings  where 
stranger  things  had  happened. 

At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the 
mother  who  was  the  apparent  con¬ 
vener  of  the  group,  thanked  the 
pianist  and  suggested  that  we  all 
go  around  the  circle  and  tell  our 
names  and  why  we  were  there. 
When  we  got  to  the  red  wig,  she 
said,  “I’m  just  a  piano  teacher 
and  I  think  it’s  sad.”  It  being  our 
orientation.  A  discussion  ensued 


(without  anger,  by  the  way) 
wherein  she  looked  at  one  of  the 
men  present  and  said,  “But  you 
don’t  look  sad.  You  look  normal 
and  happy.  You  have  a  nice  hair¬ 
cut  ..  .  and  a  good  job  too,  I 
bet.” 

By  this  time  someone  thought 
to  ask  her  why  she  and  Silent  Sam 
had  come,  if  they  thought  there 
was  something  negative  about 
gayness.  She  replied,  “I  thought 
this  was  a  singles  meeting.”  She 
was  told  that  their  meeting  was 
next  door.  We  invited  them  to 
stay,  but  they  decided  to  pursue 
their  own  lifestyle  in  the  other 
room. 

We  went  back  to  identifying 
ourselves,  and  were  almost  fin¬ 
ished  with  the  introductions  when 
a  middle  aged,  obviously  agitated 
man  came  bustling  intolthe  room. 
He  said,  “I  just  found  out  what 
you  were  doing  in  here.  How 
would  you  like,  not  to  be  telling 
your  parents  that  you  are  gay,  but 
to  be  told  by  your  father  that  he  is 
gay?  I  always  thought  it  was  my 
fault  that  I  had  no  friends.  I 
thought  it  was  me  all  my  life.  My 
father  told  me,  when  I  was  50 
years  of  age,  that  he  was  gay.  You 
can’t  know  what  that’s  like.”  The 
man  was  very,  very  dis¬ 
traught.  His  father’s  gayness  was 
not  the  only  factor  in  his  distur¬ 
bance.  The  man  was  suffering. 
Everyone  at  our  meeting  felt  for 
him  and  we  invited  him  to  stay 
and  talk  with  us,  but  he  didn’t 
want  to  do  that.  He  made  his 
near-hysterical  announcement  and 
departed.  We  began  to  wonder 
wha  else  might  drop  by  to  chat, 
but  no  one  else  did. 

Many  important  issues  relevant 
to  gays  and  their  parents  were  dis¬ 
cussed,  but  the  one  issue  that  got 
the  hottest  response  was  how 
mothers  feel  guilty  about  their  gay 
children  because  they  think  they 
made  their  children  that  way.  It 
doesn’t  matter  to  me  which  side  of 
that  question  you  happen  to  be 
on.  How  a  child  becomes  homo¬ 
sexual  is  not  the  real  point. 

Continued  on  page  13 


WATERSHIP 
‘INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 
Innkeepers: 

Vince  Tutela 
and  Jim  Foss 


PO  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617-487-0094 


f  finally,  a  travel  service  that  cares  — 
sends  you  to  the  ultimate  disco  experience 


8/2  -  8/10  departing  weekly  from  9/12  8/30  -  9/7 

-►express  connections,  ltd.«— 

bfeecuzlijittCf  i*t  ytuf  tiavei 


305  broadway  -  suite  1112  -  n.y.c.  10007  I 

call  your  local  travel  agent  or  [212]  349-1211  COLLECT  J 


A  CUT  ABOVE 


An  incisive  fashion  choice,  these 
authentic  hospital  scrub  suits, 
complete  with  departmental 
insignia,  will  make  an  excellent 
appendix  to  your  wardrobe, 
for  workwear  or  for  just  scrubbing 
up  and  getting  down.  100%  cotton, 
both  the  shirt  and  trousers  are 
reversible.  Comes  in  a  choice  of 
bile  green  (light),  gangreen  (dark), 
venous  blue,  and  cadaverous  white. 
Sizes:  j,  M.  L,  XL.  Tops  $12.00, 
Trousers  $15.00  plus  $1.50  for 
gentle  handling  &  postage  to: 

any  other  name  enterprises 
TBox  291 

GCCN,  22  'Bromfield  At. 
Boston ,  MA  02108 


^259  Newbury  Sr.  \  Mexicon  Restaurant 


•  Nachos - 
Guacamole 

•  Combination  Plores 

•  Mexicon  Deer  - 
Pitchers  of  Sangria 

•  Patio  Dining 

•  Tropical  Juices 


July -August 

50<t 

towards  any  meal 
exdusive  of 
^ .  beverage 
with  mis 
coupon. 


ffcapuleo 
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Lesbians  Think  about  Willie  Sanders  Case 


By  Lee  Swislow 

On  May  18,  a  group  of  white  lesbians 
sponsored  a  forum  for  the  Boston  women’s 
community  on  the  Willie  Sanders  case. 
They  felt  this  case  raised  questions  about 
women’s  safety,  and  that  it  had  also  stirred 
up  many  feelings  for  lesbians  and  feminists 
about  issues  of  racism  and  sexism. 

The  women  were  from  the  Support 
Group  for  Women’s  Safety.  The  Support 
Group  started  during  the  winter  of  1979  as  a 
response  to  the  murders  of  black  women  in 
Boston  and  the  increasing  violence  against 
all  women.  It  sponsored  several  benefits  to 
raise  money  for  community  groups  working 
on  women’s  safety,  including  the  Freedom 
Stride,  a  race  held  last  August. 

The  Support  Group,  which  started  with 
meetings  of  50-100  women,  did  not  stay  to¬ 
gether  as  a  large  group.  Women  left  in  the 
group  put  together  two  meetings  in  January 
for  the  women’s  community  on  racism,  sex¬ 
ism,  and  violence.  From  these  open  meet¬ 
ings,  a  small  group  of  women  began  meet¬ 
ing  regularly  to  continue  talking  about 
these  issues,  and  especially  about  how  they 
interacted  in  the  Willie  Sanders  case.  This 
developed  into  the  group  that  organized  the 
May  forum. 

Willie  Sanders  is  a  black  man  who  was 
arrested  in  February,  1979  and  charged 
with  the  rapes  of  four  white  women  in 
Allston-Brighton.  During  the  winter  of 
1978-79  there  were  six  rapes  and  two 
attempted  rapes  of  white  women  by  black 
men  in  the  Allston-Brighton  area,  all  with 
similar  characteristics.  Women  in  the  area 
began  to  organize  around  these  rapes  and  to 
demand  action  by  the  police. 

On  February  1, 1979  there  was  a  commu¬ 
nity  meeting  of  about  800  women,  mostly 
white,  attended  by  several  top  law  enforce¬ 
ment  people,  including  the  police  commis¬ 
sioner  and  the  district  attorney.  While  the 
women  were  demanding  an  effective 
response,  the  police  were  arresting  Willie 
Sanders. 

The  police  claimed  Sanders  fit  the  des¬ 
cription  of  the  rapist  and  that  he  had  been 
positively  identified  by  the  victims.  They 
proclaimed  through  the  media  that  the 


Allston-Brighton  rapist  had  been  caught. 
But  soon  the  inconsistencies  began  to 
appear. 

The  police  had  obtained  a  warrant  for 
Sanders’  arrest  on  December  28,  1978,  but 
waited  over  a  month  to  arrest  him,  during 
which  time  three  more  rapes  were  commit¬ 
ted  —  and  there  was  a  lot  more  community 
pressure  for  action. 

Sanders  had  not  been  positively 
identified  by  any  of  the  victims  at  the  time 
of  his  arrest. 

The  original  description  of  the  rapist  was 
a  man  in  his  20’s  with  a  pock-marked  face, 
a  thin  build  and  a  beard.  Sanders  is  39  with 
a  smooth  complexion. 

Sanders  was  identified  in  a  line-up  only 
after  his  picture  had  been  widely  published 
as  the  Allston-Brighton  rapist. 

In  the  line-up,  Sanders  was  one  of  only 
two  men  with  a  thin  build  and  the  only  one 
with  a  beard. 

The  police  used  manipulative  techniques 
to  get  the  women  to  identify  Sanders  from 
photographs  and  in  the  line-up  —  for 
example,  Sanders’  picture  was  pointed  out 
as  being  the  “painter”  (Sanders  was  origi¬ 
nally  connected  to  the  rapes  because  he 
worked  as  a  painter  in  a  building  where  one 
of  the  rapes  had  occurred). 

Three  of  the  rape/attempted  rape  victims 
did  not  identify  Sanders  as  their  rapist, 
though  the  police  claimed  that  all  the  rapes 
had  been  committed  by  one  man. 

In  November,  1979,  Sanders  was  acquit¬ 
ted  of  one  of  the  rapes  he  had  been  charged 
with.  In  May,  1980,  charges  against  him  for 
a  second  rape  were  dropped  due  to  weak¬ 
nesses  in  the  prosecution’s  case.  He  remains 
under  indictment  for  two  more  rapes.  The 
district  attorney  plans  togo  ahead  with  pro¬ 
secution. 

At  this  point  —  July,  1980  —  I  find  it 
easy  to  believe  that  Willie  Sanders  has  been 
framed.  A  year  ago,  I  didn’t  know  what  to 
think. 

A  group  of  people  had  formed  a  Willie 
Sanders  Defense  Committee.  I  wondered 
about,  and  was  even  suspicious  of,  where 
the  defense  committee  was  coming  from. 
Had  they  considered  the  women  who  had 


been  raped  and  their  belief  that  Sanders  was 
the  rapist?  How  did  they  know  he  was  inno¬ 
cent? 

Women  from  the  defense  committee 
marched  in  the  August,  1979  Take  Back  the 
Night  demonstration  in  Boston  carrying  a 
banner  that  read  “Free  Willie 
Sanders.”  I  felt  a  little  angry  because  I 
thought  they  were  insulting  women  by  car¬ 
rying  that  banner  in  a  march  focused 
around  violence  against  women. 

I  got  angrier  when  the  Guardian  (a 
radical,  independent  Mardst-Leninist 
newspaper)  ran  a  short  piece  stating  that 
Sanders  was  a  victim  of  the  “hysteria”  that> 
had  gripped  Allston-Brighton  since  the 
rapes.  At  that  time  I  thought  Sanders  might 
be  a  victim  of  police  racism,  but  not  of 
hysteria,  which  is  a  word  traditionally  used 
to  deny  offenses  against  women  and  to  tri¬ 
vialize  women’s  legitimate  rage. 

I  felt  that  in  defending  Sanders,  some 
people  were  using  sexist  arguments  in  a  way 
that  totally  alienated  me.  I  was  glad  he  was 
acquitted  in  November,  but  I  didn’t  think 
much  more  about  the  case. 

Attending  the  May  forum  on  the  Willie 
Sanders  case  brought  back  many  of  my 
original  feelings.  There  we  re  new  feelings, 
too,  however,  that  came  from  taki  ng  seri¬ 
ously  the  truth  that  Sanders  was  framed  by 
the  police.  _ 

In  June,  I  talked  with  three  of  the  women 
from  the  Support  Group  that  had  spon¬ 
sored  the  forum,  Lauren  Herbert,  Lisa 
Pontoppidan,  and  Kate  Trowbridge.  They 
have  all  been  powerfully  affected  by  Willie 
Sanders’  arrest  and  trial.  Each  woman  had 
her  own  motivation  for  becoming  so 
involved  in  thinking  about  Willie  Sanders 
and  putting  on  the  forum. 

Lauren  After  seeing  a  lot  of  the  trial,  it 
was  obvious  that  the  police  had  framed 
Sanders.  This  is  an  important  piece  of 
information  for  the  women’s  community  to 
know  and  think  about.  I  thought  it  was  dif¬ 
ficult  for  women  to  think  about  the  trial  — 
they  wanted  to  believe  the  police  were  doing 
something  to  protect  them. 

Lisa  The  division  gets  me.  White  women 


in  Allston-Brighton  who  were  angry  about 
the  rapes  were  willing  to  not  question  the 
guilt  of  who  the  police  picked  up.  I  was 
angry  they  were  manipulated  into  doing 
something  racist. 

It’s  racist  to  frame  a  black  man,  and 
sexist  because  the  man  who  did  the  raping  is 
out  free.  We  have  a  situation  where  mostly 
white  women  working  on  violence  against 
women  choose  allegiance  with  the  victim 
and  mostly  black  people  working  against 
racism  choose  allegiance  with  Willie 
Sanders.  We  see  each  other  as  the  enemy, 
but  the  violence  is  against  both  of  us.  I 
wanted  to  share  that  connection  so  we 
could  begin  working  with  each  other  and 
not  against  each  other. 

Kate  I  first  got  inspired  last  fall  at  a  forum 
on  Willie  Sanders,  the  murders  of  black 
women,  and  racism,  sexism  and  violence  in 
Boston.  I  felt  like  I  was  in  U.S.A.,  South 
Africa. 

It  became  important  to  me  that  the 
women’s  movement  not  have  our  demands 
used  for  racist  purposes.  If  we  make  a 
demand,  we  must  watch  what  the  police  do 
with  it.  If  they  do  something  different,  to 
hurt  someone  else,  we  must  criticize  it  and 
not  close  our  eyes. 

Some  of  the  women  in  t  he  group 
observed  parts  of  Willie  Sanders’  trial.  At 
some  of  their  meetings  they  talked  about 
their  rage  about  what  was  happening.  The 
trial  also  provided  the  women  with  a  close 
hand  look  at  the  American  criminal  justice 
system. 

Kate  Most  white  people  don’t  have  a 
feeling  experience  of  the  racism  in  the  crim¬ 
inal  justice  system.  Our  group  encourages 
women  to  go  to  the  trial  and  watch  what 
happens  there. 

Lauren  I  saw  strong  manipulation  of  the 
victim  (at  the  trial)  —  especially  psycholo¬ 
gical.  She  was  very  close  to  the  district 
attorney  [Sandra  Hamlin,  a  white  woman], 
and  close  to  the  whole  prosecution.  When 
testifying,  she  would  look  to  them  for 
approval.  It  was  hard  to  see  her  testifying 
—  to  see  that  she  had  been  manipulated. 
But  if  people  are  victims  of  rape  or  other 
crimes,  you  have  to  be  careful  of  what  you 
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up. 


say  to  the  police  and  how  they’re  using  you. 

I’ve  been  a  radical  and  an  activist  for 
over  ten  years.  I  don’t  trust  the  police  and  1 
don’t  trust  the  mass  media.  Yet  I  get 
hooked,  too,  in  situations  where  I  feel  vul¬ 
nerable  and  without  good  alternatives, into 
wanting  to  believe  I  can  get  some  help  from 
the  institutions  that  exist,  into  wanting  to 
believe  there  are  somethingsthe  police  can 
do.  The  media  was  very  efficient  in  portray¬ 
ing  the  police  as  confident  that  Sanders  was 
the  man  they  wanted  —  that  he  was  the 
rapist.  I  just  didn’t  want  to  acknowledge 
that  this  was  yet  another  betrayal. 

Lauren  From  the  beginning,  I  had  a 
tendency  to  believe  the  defense  committee. 
As  I  saw  the  trial  and  heard  the  facts,  I 
believed  the  police  had  mishandled  the  case 
and  didn’t  care  about  women’s  safety.  They 
were  concerned  with  their  reputation  and 
credibility. 

Becasue  they  were  doing  such  a  lousy  job 
in  the  first  place,  when  women  put  on  pres¬ 
sure,  they  picked  Willie  Sanders  since  he 
was  a  black  man  and  had  some  connec¬ 
tions. 

White  people,  middle  and  upper  class  es¬ 
pecially,  are  brought  up  with  the  myth  that 
they  can  rely  on  the  police.  It’s  not  true.  In 
the  Willie  Sanders  case,  the  police  were  try¬ 
ing  to  protect  that  myth. 

People  feel  prisons  make  them  safer,  but 
less  than  1%  of  people  arrested  are  convic¬ 
ted,  and  less  are  incarcerated.  Even  aside 
from  the  fact  that  prisons  are  damaging,  it 
is  clear  that  the  majority  of  people  who 
commit  crimes  that  people  think  they  are 
protected  from  are  actually  in  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Lisa  The  police’s  interests  are  in  making 
themselves  look  good,  and  the  court’s  in 
sending  people  to  jail.  Police  react  differ¬ 
ently  to  middle  and  upper  class  white  peo¬ 
ple  than  to  black  people,  especially  women. 
Black  people  who  see  police  have  a  differ¬ 
ent  reaction  based  on  a  knowledge  of 
abuse. 

There  was  not  as  much  concern  shown 
for  the  black  women  murdered.  This  shows 
where  the  police  are  at.  And  there  have  been 
at  least  two  instances  of  the  police  beating 
up  black  women  and  then  charging  them 
with  assault.  So  not  only  do  the  police  not 
do  anything  about  the  murders  of  black 
women  —  they  beat  them  up. 

Kate  The  police  are  conservative  and  bas¬ 
ically  protect  things  the  way  they  are.  And 
the  way  they  are  hurts  gays  and  Third 
World  people.  There  may  be  individuals 


with  a  different  state  of  mind,  but  basically 
the  whole  system  works  that  way. 

In  talking  about  the  WiIHe  Sanders  case, 
the  Support  Group  also  talked  about  and 
studied  the  history  of  rape  and  rape  charges 
being  used  against  black  people.  The 
history  includes  both  the  rape  of  black 
women  by  white  men  with,  at  times,  abso¬ 
lute  and,  at  times,  relative  impunity,  and 
the  framing  and  lynching  of  black  men  on 
charges  of  raping  white  women. 

One  of  the  most  famous  cases  is  the 
Scottsboro  case.  In  1931,  nine  black  men 
were  convicted  and  condemned  to  die  for 
the  rape  of  two  white  women.  Though  one 
of  the  women  later  said  she  lied,  the  convic¬ 
tions  were  upheld.  After  a  long  struggle, 
vigorously  taken  up  by  the  Communist 
Party,  all  of  the  Scottsboro  defendants 
were  finally  acquitted  and  freed  —  by  1951, 
20  years  later. 

There  are  many  other  cases  that  have 
been  publicized  of  black  men  arrested,  con¬ 
victed  and  sometimes  executed  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  linking  evidence  and  in 
which  they  do  not  fit  the  original  descrip¬ 
tions  in  any  way  except  that  they  are  black. 
There  must  be  many  more  that  remain 
unpublicized. 

There  are  also  some  powerful  and  painful 
statistics  (from  the  article  “Rape,  Racism 
and  Reality”  by  Deb  Friedman). 

Between  the  signing  of  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  and  World  War  n,  about 
3000  black  men  were  lynched/one-fifth  were 
accused  of  rape. 

Since  1930,  455  men  have  been  executed 
for  rape.  405  were  black  men,  almost 
always  charged  with  raping  white  women. 
No  white  man  has  ever  been  executed  for 
raping  a  black  woman. 

It’s  not  that  I  want  white  men  executed 
for  raping  black  women  —  I  don’t  want 
anyone  executed  in  this  society  —  but  a 
figure  like  that  takes  racism  away  from  the 
abstract  and  begins  to  make  it  as  real  as  it 
really  is.  This  is  truly  a  country  that  kills 
black  men  and  encourages  the  brutalization 
of  black  women.  Yet  there  is  even  another 
aspect  to  the  use  of  the  rape  charge. 

Kate  Historically,  business,  police  and 
government  have  used  the  rape  charge  to 
break  up  coalitions  of  whites  and  blacks. 
Last  spring  (1979),  with  the  rapes  and  mur¬ 
ders,  there  was  a  growth  of  women  and  men 
being  angry  about  violence  against  women. 
The  way  the  government  responded 
differently  [to  the  murders  of  black  women 
and  the  rapes  of  white  women]  broke  that 


This  is  the  information  and  knowledge 
that  informs  the  people  in  the  Willie 
Sanders  Defense  Committee  and  others 
doing  anti-racist  work.  But  what  some¬ 
times  seems  to  get  lost  is  the  reality  of  rape. 
Lisa  There  needs  to  be  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  by  people  working  against  the  racist 
use  of  the  rape  charge  of  rape  as  a  painful 
experience  and  a  valid  thing  to  work 
against.  It’s  important  that  rape  victims  get 
support  from  the  women’s  community.  [In 
the  Willie  Sanders  trial]  the  victim’s  main 
support  was  from  the  D.A.  and  the  prose¬ 
cution.  That’s  not  a  good  kind  of  support. 
Lauren  Arresting  Willie  Sanders  is 
damaging  to  women’s  safety  —  it  gives  a 
false  sense  of  security. 

Kate  Women  and  blacks  are  both  in  a 
defensive  position  in  relation  to  the  system. 
Women  need  to  defend  our  right  to  say 
we’ve  been  hurt.  Blacks  need  to  defend 
their  right  not  to  be  hurt. 

All  the  women  were  very  aware  of  the 
divisions  between  the  anti-racist  movement 
and  the  anti-rape  movement. 

Kate  Emotionally  women  identify  with  a 
woman  who’s  been  hurt  and  want  to 
support  her.  The  situation  set  up  by  the 
government  is  that  the  way  to  support  her  is 
to  convict  that  man. 

There’s  a  whole  lot  of  separation  that 
does  no  one  any  good,  except  the  status 
quo.  There  needs  to  be  more  understanding 
between  people  working  against  violence 
against  women  and  people  working  against 
violence  against  blacks,  with  more  talking 
to  forge  an  understanding. 

The  main  thing  that’s  really  important  to 
me  is  that  an  effective  movement  for 
women’s  safety  has  to  be  anti-racist,  anti¬ 
sexist,  anti-homophobic.  Then  it  can’t  be 
easily  manipulated.  We  can  avoid  being 
manipulated  by  educating  ourselves. 

Lisa  As  a  lesbian,  I  would  like  to  see  more 
tolerance  for  gay  people  among  the  black 
community.  I  don’t  want  to  lose  sight  of 
challenging  homophobia  —  I  don’t  want  to 
lose  myself. 

Lauren,  Lisa  and  Kate  are  especially 
strong  in  their  desire  for  more  communica¬ 
tion  between  black  and  white  women  in  t  he 
women’s  and  lesbian  communities. 
Although  aimed  towards  white  women,  the 
purpose  of  the  forum  was  to  get  discussions 
started. 

Kate  What’s  lacking  in  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  is  a  place  to  talk  and  challenge  each 
other.  The  white  anti-racist  movement  is 


still  in  the  womb.  Hopefully  it  will  hatch  — 
it’s  becoming  more  fertile.  Definitely  some 
women  are  trying  to  deal  with  racism,  but  in 
terms  of  having  cohesive  responses  to 
racism  —  I  don’t  see  it. 

I’d  like  to  see  specific  black  organizations 
and  specific  feminist  organizations  talking 
with  each  other.  For  instance,  it  would  be 
good  for  feminist  and  third  world  law 
collectives  to  get  together,  so  they  can  see 
how  the  laws  affect  each  other. 

Lisa  In  the  women’s  community  we  need 
interracial  discussions  about  Willie  Sanders 
and  racism.  It’s  important  for  white  women 
to  have  anti-racist  groups,  but  that’s  just 
part  of  it. 

Lauren  I  would  like  to  work  with  third 
world  women  in  organizing  discussions. 
There’s  still  a  strong  element  of  fear  in  the 
white  women’s  community  about  having 
discussions  with  black  women  and  working 
with  them.  It’s  immobilizing  and  not  neces¬ 
sary.  All-white  events  may  re-inforce  the 
fear  to  be  around  people  who  are  different. 
Kate  I  was  in  a  Third  World  Study  Group 
with  black  and  white  poeple.  There  was  a 
lot  of  “white  blobism”  —  white  people 
would  sit  around  and  not  say  anything 
because  they  were  afraid  of  stepping  on 
black  people’s  toes.  It’s  a  defense  —  a 
block  against  change  —  it  keeps  you  from 
listening  to  them. 

The  May  forum  on  the  Willie  Sanders 
case  only  began  to  touch  the  issues  raised  by 
the  case.  The  Support  Group  would  like  to 
see  the  talking  continue. 

Kate  I’d  like  to  see  a  series  of  more  specif¬ 
ic  forums  that  focus  on  different  issues  that 
are  all  related  —  issues  like  the  police:  when 
do  you  call  them,  how  far  to  trust  them. 
And  rape  laws:  how  do  they  affect  black 
men  /  black  women  /  white  men  /  white 
women.  We’ve  got  to  get  people  talking 
with  each  other.” 

Lauren  I’d  like  to  talk  about  realistic 
questions  —  like  if  me  or  someone  close  to 
me  was  the  victim  of  rape,  what  would  I 
want  to  do.  What  type  of  options  are  there? 
What  are  ideas  and  programs  for  rapists? 
What  realistically,  can  we  do  about  rape? 
Lisa  We’ve  talked  about  writing  a  pam¬ 
phlet  about  the  ideas  we’ve  been  talking 
about.  We  would  like  more  people  to  work 
on  future  workshops. 

Women  interested  in  talking  more  about/ 
working  on  these  issues  can  write  to  the 
Support  Group  for  Women’s  Safety,  c/o 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 
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PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of 
the  germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases. 

Current  attitudes  (including  group  male-female 
and  same-sex  contacts)  require  that  each  participant 
wash  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  ac¬ 
tivities,  eliminating  germs  and  secretions  in  protec¬ 
tion  of  one’s  self  and  of  one’s  sex  partners).  The 
lower  digestive  tract  particularly  must  be 
remembered  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs.  Here 
are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  acclaimed 
booklet  (Available  in  Spanish;  soon  in  Japanese)  — 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  activities  is 
to  encourage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted 
diseases. 

PAGE  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the 
posslbllty  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexual¬ 
ly  transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and 
water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap 
into  urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive 
measure.  Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in 
the  absence  of  syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU 
(non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific 
urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use 
watersoluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do 
not  use  an  oil  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the 
germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the 

?enis  may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections. 

herefore,  special  attention  should  be  given  to 
washing  the  uncircumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis 
will  have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  re¬ 
main  necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases.  For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not 
prevent  approximately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of 
male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 
HYGIENE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the 
lower  digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rec¬ 
tum  during  certain  sex  activities.  Among  the 
dangerous  germs  present  may  be  the  virus  which 
causes  hepatitis;  and  parasites  which  cause  gastro¬ 
intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth  (anal-Qral 
route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary 
system  are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of 
these  germs  from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a 
result  of  careless  wiping  from  rectum  toward  vagina 
by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are  easily  spread  to 
the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infections,  and  from 
which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as  well 
as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 

wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture, 
designed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention 
and  proper  cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfor¬ 
tunately  has  been  adequately  Informed  as  to  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  bidet;  it  Is  not  found,  for  Instance,  in 
homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  It  is  widely  used  and  signifi¬ 
cant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires 
careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and 
after  sex. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  con¬ 
tact  which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly 
during  treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may 
irritate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  Importance 
of  a  follow  up  visit  to  the  physician  to  see  If  further 
treatment  is  required.  For  the  sexually  active 
male  —  the  commercially  available  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to 
prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  com¬ 
mercially  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams, 
creams,  suppositories  and  jellies,  which  also  have 
germicidal  properties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy 
(quantities  available.)  We  need  your  support.  Learn 
these  facts.  Help  us  distribute  these  booklets  and 
educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Part  of  Our  Survival 


Straight  Talk 
About  Lesbians 

A  Slide  Tape 

Produced  by  Liz  Diamond  for 

Women ’s  Educational  Media. 
65  Min.  350  Slides. 

A  vailable  in  slide-tape  or  film¬ 
strip  format. 

By  Lisa  Nussbaum 

Countless  times  I’ve  been  to 
presentations  of  women’s  music, 
film,  theater  or  poetry  where  some 
aspect  of  the  audience-performer 
interaction  went  awry.  These  per¬ 
formances  didn’t  “work”  because 
they  failed  to  ignite  an  essential 
reciprocity  between  those  in  the 
audience  and  those  on  stage.  The 
performances  become  little  more 
than  exercises  in  futility,  or,  exer¬ 
cises  in  passivity  and  activity. 

The  factors  that  go  into  making 
a  performance  work  or  not  work 
are  many  and  variable  —  some 
controllable,  some  not;  some  tech¬ 
nical  (some  in  acoustical  quality, 
lighting  or  seating  arrangements), 
some  not;  some  guessable,  some 
not  (as  in  the  turnout  for  an  event) 
—  not  to  mention  the  actual 
content  of  the  performance.  What 
proportion  of  each  of  these  fac¬ 
tors  combined  makes  the  right  mix 
is  not  an  easily  quantifiable  prop¬ 
osition,  but  much  more  one  of 
trial  and  error  involving  good 
luck,  timing,  technical  skill  and 
prior  planning. 

When  the  mix  of  factors  is 
right,  then  you  know  it.  You  can’t 
help  but  know  it.  Such  was  the 
case  when  I  went  to  see  the  slide- 
tape  Straight  Talk  About  Les¬ 
bians.  Straight  Talk  ©1980,  pro¬ 
duced  by  Liz  Diamond  for 
Women’s  Educational  Media 
(WEM),  is  a  substantially  revised 
version  of  an  earlier  tape  by  the 
same  name. 

Straight  Talk  played  second  on 
a  double  bill  in  an  auditorium  at 
MIT  filled  at  least  to  capacity,  if 
not  beyond.  It  would  not  be  un¬ 
fair  to  say  that  the  first  feature, 
Jan  Oxenberg’s  A  Comedy  in  Six 
Unnatural  Acts,  a  vibrant,  funny, 
moving  film  in  its  own  right, 
warmed  up  the  audience  and  set 
the  stage  for  the  presentation  of 
Straight  Talk.  (Both  Straight  Talk 
and  Unnatural  Acts  were  pre¬ 
sented  as  part  of  Boston’s  lesbian 
and  gay  pride  celebration,  and 
were  sponsored  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Women.) 

After  seeing  to  it  that  all  of  the 
equipment  was  ready  to  roll,  Liz 
strode  to  the  front  of  the  audito¬ 
rium  and,,  with  Fran  Demiany  inter* 
preting,  in  si)gp  language  a  few 
feet  away  made!  a  moving, [almost 
understated  set  of  opening  re¬ 
marks.  Referring  to  the  impetus 
behind  making  the  slide-tape,  she 


said:  “Out  of  a  need  to  portray 
lesbians  as  we  really  are  and  since 
the  media  grossly  misrepresent 
and  distort  us,  as  in  Cruising  and 
Windows,  it’s  vital  for  us  to  have 
input  into  creating  our  own 
images.” 

The  first  or  “down-home” 
version  (as  Liz  called  it)  of 
Straight  Talk  didn’t  stray  far  from 
the  Greater  Boston  North  Shore 
lesbian  community.  But  the 
second  version  deliberately  set  out 
to  encompass  a  more  diverse 
cross-section  of  ethnic  groups, 
classes,  races  and  ages,  reaching 
beyond  Massachusetts  to  New 
York  and  even  as  far  as  New 
Zealand.  These  less  rigid  geo¬ 
graphic  and  demographic  boun¬ 
daries  make  the  second  version 
much  less  vulnerable  than  the 
original  to  criticism  of  too  narrow 
a  focus  or  too  selective  a  group  of 
subjects. 

In  separate  vignettes  a  woman 
who  came  out  in  her  ’70s  speaks, 
as  does  a  woman  raised  in  the 
South  and  a  woman  with  children, 
among  many,  many  others.  Each 
speaks  for  herself  but  at  the  same 
time  makes  up  the  collective  fabric 
of  the  slide-tape. 

Straight  Talk  covers  a  lot  of  ter¬ 
ritory  in  its  65-minute  time  span, 
from  myths  about  lesbians,  to  les¬ 
bian  culture,  to  relationships,  to 
parent-child  support  (or  lack 
thereof),  to  coming  out,  to  oc¬ 
cupations  and  finally  to  a  section 
called  “Our  Lives  Continue,” 
stipulating  the  need  for  enactment 
of  civil  rights  protective  legisla¬ 
tion. 

Overlaid  on  the  narration  in  the 
slide-tape  (Linda  deQuello  and 
Jane  Weiss,  narrators)  and  the 
punctuation  of  women’s  music 
throughout  are  two  classes  of 
slides.  First  there  are  slides  of  les¬ 
bians  in  different  settings.  Much 
of  this  camera  work  —  the  out¬ 
door  shots  in  particular  —  spell¬ 
binds  by  its  beauty  and  vividness 
of  color.  There  are  shots  of  mea¬ 
dows  and  oceans  and  rolling  hills. 
Second,  there  are  more  “docu¬ 
mentary”  slides  of  news  clips,  car¬ 
toons,  books,  pamphlets  and 
periodicals.  Both  types  of  slides 
augment  the  narration,  producing 
a  net  complementary  effect  of 
visual  and  audio  elements  that 
neither  the  slides  nor  the  narration 
could  have  achieved  alone. 

Didactic,  heavyhanded  rhetoric 
didn’t  creep  into  Straight  Talk, 
for  which  I  pay  enormous  tribute 
to  the  writing.  The  lack  of  rhetoric 
also  greatly  enhances  the  educa¬ 
tional  impact  of  Straight  Talk, 
probably  the  most  critical  objec¬ 
tive  that  the  slide-tape  undertakes 
to  fulfill.  With  nearly  unerring 
good  grace  and  precision.  Straight 


Police  Response 


Continued  from  Page  3 
MDC  police.  I  predict  that  they 
will  not  solve  this  crime,  or  any 
other  crime  of  violence;  the  only 
‘crimes’  that  they  seem  to  be  able 
to  solve  with  a  good  deal  of  regu¬ 
larity  is  consenting  adults  having 
sex  in  a  secluded  area  frequented 
only  by  homosexuals  and  MDC 
police  officers.” 

The  MDC’s  Monahan  told 
GCN  that  muggings,  beatings, 
and  harassment  are  commonplace 
in  the  Bird  Sanctuary  area,  and 
that  police  are  called  there  “at 
least”  twice  a  month.  “The  as¬ 
saults  happen  mostly  to  gay 


people.  We  catch  some  of  the  of¬ 
fenders,  but  a  lot  of  the  men  as¬ 
saulted  don’t  testify  against  them, 
or  don’t  file  a  charge  against  them 
at  all,  which  means  they  [the  of¬ 
fenders]  are  back  on  the  streets.” 

Monahan  said  that  the  area  “is 
a  perfect  place  for  a  person  to  be 
beaten  and  robbed.  The  people 
down  there  get  robbed  because  no 
one  will  come  out  and  testify 
against  them  [the  offenders],  and 
all  they  [the  offenders]  think  is 
‘Let’s  go  beat  up  a  fag  or  queer; 
he  won’t  take  us  to  court.’  ” 

Monahan  asked  that  if  anyone 
has  information  about  the  stab- 


Talk  works  to  break  through  the 
omnipresent  conspiracy  of  silence 
about  lesbianism  and  the  plethora 
of  myths  and  distortions  about 
lesbians.  Those  for  whom 
lesbianism  is  tangible  and  real 
won’t  extract  much  new  informa¬ 
tion  from  Straight  Talk.  Instead, 
they  can  exult  in  the  validation 
and  affirmation  that  it  offers. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  Straight 
Talk  may  make  lesbianism  less  ab¬ 
stract  for  those  disconnected  from 
it.  And  in  that  respect  it  teaches 
new  material. 

One  proverbial  fly  in  the  oint¬ 
ment  of  Straight  Talk  is  that  in  the 
course  of  covering  a  wide  sweep  of 
territory,  it  oversimplifies  or 
underdevelops  material.  And 
while  transitions  from  one  subject 
to  the  next  are  not  jarring  or 
abrupt,  at  times  Straight  Talk 
pulled  up  a  little  too  short  on  a 
topic  I  wished  it  had  explored 
more  deeply.  On  the  subject  of  the 
causes  of  lesbianism,  for  example, 
I  wanted  more  probing  into  the 
nature  vs.  nurture  controversy 
and  other  theories,  as  well  as  a 
consideration  of  the  value  of 
looking  into  causes  in  the  first 
place.  Also,  I  would  like  to  have 
seen  the  section  presenting 
mothers  speaking  out  on  their  les¬ 
bian  daughters  expanded  twofold 
or  even  tenfold  (two  mothers 
spoke  out),  although  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  more  sub¬ 
jects  were,  for  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  unavailable. 

Admittedly,  however,  selecting 
what  material  to  include  and 
where  to  lay  the  emphasis  involves 
some  kind  of  sacrifice  whether  of 
greater  depth  for  greater  variety 
or  of  some  other  kind.  Besides, 
what  seems  belabored  to  me  might 
be  underdone  to  someone  else. 

Straight  Talk  left  me  with  one 
compelling  image,  expressed  best 
in  the  words  of  the  chorus  to 
“The  Rock  Will  Wear  Away”  by 
Meg  Christian  and  Holly  Near: 
Can  we  be  like  drops  of  water 
falling  on  the  stone 
Splashing,  breaking,  dispersing  in 
air 

Weaker  than  the  stone  by  far 
But  be  aware  that  as  time  goes  by 
The  rock  will  wear  away. 

©  1976  Meg  Christian 
(Thumbelina  Music  BMI)  and 
Holly  Near  (Hereford  Music 
ASCAP) 

We  as  lesbians,  only  apparently 
weaker  than  the  stone  of  ignor¬ 
ance,  hatred  and  oppression,  will 
prevail  upon  the  stone  so  that  it 
ultimately  wears  away  —  dis¬ 
appears  —  while  our  cyclical  sur¬ 
vival  never  lets  up.  Straight  Talk 
represents  a  concrete  part  of  the 
process  of  this  wearing  away  and 
of  our  survival. 


bing,  has  been  assaulted  himself 
or  herself,  or  has  witnessed 
someone  else  being  robbed,  har¬ 
assed,  or  beaten  in  the  Bird  Sanc¬ 
tuary  area,  that  they  call  him  at 
(617)  282-8760,  or  Muollo  at  (617) 
727-5215. 

GCN  has  received  reports  that 
MDC  police  are  also  making  ar¬ 
rests  in  other  cruising  areas  under 
their  jurisdiction,  including  the 
Esplanade  and  the  Fenway  in 
Boston,  Spot  Pond  in  Stoneham, 
and  other  areas.  None  of  these  re¬ 
ports  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
police  as  yet. 


Gay  Community  News,  July  26,  1980 


•  Page  17 


J  FELT  LIKE  A  PLASTIC  SURGEON 
TRYING  TO  PERFORM  A  FEMALE 
TO  MALE  SEX  CHANGE -I 
JUST  DIDN'T  UAVE  ALL  THE  PIECES 
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Unicorn 

Continued  from  Page  13 
Whether  your  mother  makes  you 
gay,  or  your  genes  make  you  gay, 
or  your  free  choice  makes  you 
gay,  your  mother  should  not  feel 
guilty  about  having  a  child  who  is 
in  the  top  ten  percent. 

It  burns  me  up  when  parents  (or 
anyone  else)  act  as  if  there  were 
something  second  rate  about  us. 
Our  goal,  and,  I  should  hope,  the 
ultimate  goal  of  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Gays  should  be  to  eli¬ 
minate  the  idea  that  there  is  any¬ 
thing  whatsoever  wrong  or  shame¬ 
ful  about  being  gay.  Until  parents 
realize  that  they  are  emphasizing 
the  wrong  aspects  of  our  lives  — 
what  made  us  this  way,  or  worse, 
how  to  change  us  —  they  will  not 
be  able  to  accept  us  or  know  us 
fully  enough  to  create  the  kind  of 
healthy,  loving  relationships  that 
ideally  can  exist  between  parents 
and  children. 

I  made  the  above  case  rather 
strongly  at  the  time,  and  I  think  it 
was  heard  and  perhaps  caused  a 
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wince  here  and  there.  My  intent  is 
not  to  make  parents  uncomfort¬ 
able,  but  it  is  necessary  to  break 
eggs  to  make  omelets,  and  they 
have  to  understand  that  their  in¬ 
dulging  inbuilt  is  very  insulting  to 
their  children. 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
needs  and  deserves  the  concern 
and  cooperation  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  When  they  do  have  open 
meetings,  I  think  it  would  help  tre¬ 
mendously  if  some  of  us  attended. 
Parents  might  be  able  to  discuss 
matters  of  concern  to  them  more 
easily  with  gays  who  are  not  their 
children  than  with  their  children. 
By  the  same  token,  we  can  gain  in¬ 
sight  into  our  own  parents  by  ex¬ 
changing  ideas  with  parents  of 
other  gays.  We  can  perhaps  learn 
of  the  impact  our  open  existence 
has  upon  our  families.  The  situa¬ 
tion  is  not  as  bad  as  some  believe. 
It  is  not  a*  good  as  it  might  be. 

There  is  wQrk  to  be  done  in  this 
area  of  liberation.  It  is  an  area 
that  often  receives  less  than  its  fair 


share  of  attention  and  energy.  We 
don’t  have  to  be  reminded  of  the 
political,  legal,  social  difficulties 
of  being  gay,  but  somehow,  the 
most  personal,  family  aspects  of 
our  lives,  get  shunted  aside.  Only 
in  still,  quiet  moments,  when  we 
can  commune  with  our  own  deep¬ 
est  inner  spirits  do  we  think  of  our 
parents  .  .  .  and  then,  many  of  us 
try  to  turn  the  thought  off  and 
think  of  something  else. 

If  we  are  to  be  fully  human,  we 
must  be  true  to  ourselves  and  fair 
to  our  families.  It  is  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  assignment,  but  a  necessary 
one.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
future  meetings  with  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Gays.  I  wish  to  thank 
them  here  and  now  for  forming 
their  organization  and  taking  the 
initiative  in  a  struggle  that  is  not 
easy  or  painless,  but  one  that,  in 
the  end,  should  prove  infinitely  re¬ 
warding,  and  carry  us  giant  steps 
closer  to  the  realization  of  some  of 
our  most  cherished  dreams. 


Dems’  Plank 

Continued  from  page  1 

Some  members  of  the  lesbian/gay 
caucus  saw  this" move  as  throwing 
away  a  clear  opportunity  to  raise 
the  consciousness  of  the  millions 
of  Americans  who  are  expected  to 
watch  the  convention  on  tele¬ 


vision.  Others  saw  the  need  to 
compromise  with  the  Carter 
forces  as  crucial. 

The  adopted  plank  says,  “We 
must  affirm  the  dignity  of  all 
people  and  the  right  of  each  in¬ 
dividual  to  have  equal  access  to 
and  participation  in  the  institu¬ 
tions  and  services  of  our  society, 
including  actions  to  protect  all' 
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THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York: 

'Brothers  &  Lovers  &  Others' 
"A  Married  Mon" 


"West  Hollywood  ot  Large' 
"Pygmalion" 


Boston's  Best  All  Mote  Show! 


groups  from  discrimination  based 
on  race,  color,  religion,  national 
origin,  sex  or  sexual  orientation. 
This  includes  specifically  the  right 
of  foreign  citizens  to  enter  into 
this  country.  Appropriate  legisla¬ 
tive  and  administrative  actions  to 
achieve  these  goals  should  be 
undertaken.” 
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PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
This  weekend  was  a  better  one 
I  liked  the  food  I  liked  the  fun 
The  car  now  glistens  in  the  sun 
Because  you  waxed  It. 

You  are  wonderful.  I  love  you. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  again  and  again.  We  miss  your 
milder  weather.  1  am  dripping  as  I  write 
this.  Wish  it  were  Autumn. _ 

BOSS 

Maybe  we  should  have  a  joint  coming 
out  party???  What  a  pleasant  coinci¬ 
dence,  but  I  believe  there  was  design  in 
our  getting  together.  Hope  you  read 
this. _ 

PBPBPBPBPB 

We  miss  you  and  think  of  you  often. 
Never  seem  to  make  phone  connec- 
tions. _ 

24  HUH?  Will  we  still  be  friends  when 
you're  84?  I  love  you.  RWS _ 

THE  UNIVERSAL  LIFE  CHURCH 
of  Springfield,  MA  is  desperately  in 
need  of  $32,000  to  rebuild  &  renovate  its 
church  bldgs.  We  urge  all  who  read  this 
message  to  mail  us  $1.00  as  soon  as 
possible.  $5.00  donations  receive  a 
copy  of  The  New  Compact  Bible 
Dictionary.  All  donations  will  receive  an 
individual  prayer.  Mail  to:  Universal  Life 
Church,  172  Chestnut  St.,  Springfield, 
MAP1 103. _ (2) 

N.  CAROLINA  OR  VIRGINIA 
This  intel,  eductd,  responsible  &  intrstg 
GWF  33  from  Mass,  plans  to  relocate 
there.  Will  visit  both  in  Aug.  Sk  info, 
guidance  &,  of  course,  friends.  Please 
write  PO  Box  L-92  New  Bedford,  MA 
02745. _ (2) 

GWF  tired  of  bars  would  like  to  meet 
other  GFs  for  good  times  &  possible  rel. 
Live  at  home  in  suburbs.  Write  GCN 
Box  292. _ (5) 

YOUTH  WANTED 

NE  Rhode  Island  GWM,  approaching 
mid-life,  accepting,  affirmative  &  avail¬ 
able  to  late  teens,  early  twenties  for 
compassion  &/or  passion.  GCN  Box 
286. _ (3) 

PROVIDENCE  Rl  HELP 
MWM  45  5 '10'  150  needs  help  from  G 
or  Bi  M  not  into  clubs  or  bars.  Lt.  toker. 
Discretion  a  must.  Days  or  nltes.  Seek 
long  term  friend.  Educated.  GCN  Box 

288. _ (3) 

BI  INTERRACIAL  COUPLE 
B/F  W/M  couple  35,  Bi  swingers  seek 
same  in  NYC  only.  No  drugs  or  far  outs. 
Photos  &/or  SASE  for  our  reply.  R.A. 
Frazier,  POB  854,  NY,  NY  10108.  (1) 

FIRST  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 
We  are  forming  a  new  club  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  there  are  many  Gay 
and  Bisexual  men  and  women  in  the 
Boston  community  who  are  sick  and 
tired  of  the  hassles  of  the  bar  and  disco 
scene  and  would  like  to  find  an  alterna¬ 
tive  means  of  meeting  other  adult  and 
intelligent  people  in  an  environment 
conducive  to  the  development  of  rela¬ 
tionships.  Our  experience  in  Europe  in 
the  realms  of  bringing  people  together 
through  personal  confidential  inter¬ 
views  has  provided  many  people  with  a 
happy  alternative  to  many  difficult 
situations  in  society.  Beginning  in  mid- 
Aug  we  will  be  having  private  parties 
strictly  by  invitation  only  for  our 
membership.  We  invite  all  interested 
persons  to  call  us  at  734-6151  and 
arrange  an  appointment  for  an  interview 
to  discuss  your  ideas  and  ours.  The 
direction  of  the  club  will  be  dependent 
on  the  desires  of  the  members. 
Whatever  the  membership  wishes  to  do 
for  activities,  within  reason,  will  be 
considered  and  acted  upon  for  the  good 
of  the  membership  as  a  whole.  Our 
Astrological  and  other  New  Age 
services  are  available  to  the  public, 
with  members  receiving  a  discount  on 
their  readings  or  classes. 

Sincerely,  Zodiac  International _ 

GWM  New  Yorker,  34,  professional.  Am 
looking  for  the  same  for  a  long-term  re¬ 
lationship.  Can’t  handle  booze  or  drug 
people:  I’m  not  into  bar/disco  scene. 
But  I  am  Into  being  intimate  with  one 
person  for  many  years.  Close  friends, 
warm  dinner  parties,  some  political 
hell-raising,  and  a  lover  to  share  it  all 
with.  GCN  Box  281. _ _ (8/2)) 

$35  REWARD 

Wanted:  Never-before-publish&d 

essays,  stories,  personal  histories 
(prose  only).  $35  prize  for  best  entry. 
Focus  has  first  publication  rights  on  all 
entries  submitted.  Regular  Focus  staff 
not  eligible.  Contest  closes  Aug.  1 
1980.  Send  Ms  &  SASE  to  Focus,  1151 
Mass.  Ave„  Camb.  MA  02138. 


NEW  MEXICO  PRISON  RIOT: 

GCN’s  News  Dept  would  like  to  hear 
from  prisoners  or  any  other  people  who 
were  present  at,  or  have  any  info  about, 
the  riot  and  gay  inmates.  Write  to 
Tilchen,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108. _ (c) 

Cuddle,  cuddle,  hug,  hug,  kiss,  kiss, 
snore,  snore.  Cheese  and  crackers, 
carckers  and  cheese.  I  still  loveyoul  (4) 
Wanted  —  young  GM  to  help  service 
household  In  So  NH  this  summer  and 
Fall  —  perhaps  longer  —  for  2  GWM 
gents.  No  s/m.  Description  to  GCN  Box 

289.  Rm,  board,  allowance  in  the  coun¬ 
ty _ <4) 

Att  GWF  56,  5  '3',  135  lb,  bind  hair  blue 
eys  sks  GWF  45-60  for  warm  &  honest 
relationship;  come  on  drop  me  a  line 
P.O.Bx  3222  Peabody,  MAPI 960.  (3) 

Paul  Rogers!  Please  write  to  Box  89 
Deerfield  NH  03037  regarding  your 
reply.  We  wrote  to  you  but  you  had 
moved.  No  forwarding  address. _ (2) 

GM  25  will  exchange  free  rent  in  my  city 
apt  for  your  house  in  country.  Flexible 
terms.  Call  Ken  (617)  492-5144  or  leave 
message  at  495-2034. _ (2) 

HAIRPIECE,  ANYONE? 

I’m  tired  of  being  ripped  off  by  both  the 
gay  and  straight  hair  salon  people. 
Does  anyone  know  of  a  decent  place  to 
buy  my  next  one?  Preferably  gay,  but  I’ll 
take  anything  that  gives  me  decent,  fast 
service  in  privacy,  and  at  non-ripoff 
prices.  Write  (anonymously  if  you  wish) 
to:  Frustrated,  Box  290,  118  Mass.  Ave. 
Boston  02115.  Many  thanks! _ (c-44; 

Foreskin?  Write  UMA  PO  Box  1011  Cor 
pus  Christ!,  TX  78403  for  information 
send  SASE  and  state  age. _ (3) 

Total  Relaxation  —  Body  message.  Call 
Paul  at  536-0727  between  6  pm  and  10 
pm  only.  Thanks _ (2) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 

SERVICES 

SLIDING  SCALE  HYPNOSIS 
Hypnosis  and  self  hypnosis  for  relaxa¬ 
tion  motivation  habit  control.  Call  Jim 
O’Brien  at  522-9214  for  appointment. 
Office  in  Harvard  Square. _ (3) 

THROWING  A  PARTY? 

Call  your  Sister 

Sister’s  Subs,  Cold  Cuts  &  Salads 
Flexible  Arrangements;  Free  Delivery 
_ 623-7050 _ (2) 

Housecleaning  Reliable  Experienced 
Cleaner.  Excellent  references.  Call  Bob 
427-3829. _ (2) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confiden¬ 
tiality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy  $3  ppd. 
Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (8  +  ?) 

Original  personalized  rhyming  poems 
for  any  occasion  by  author  of  “Random 
Lust.”  Surprise  your  lovers  mother 
friend.  661-0082. _ (c) 

COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _ (c) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Corner,  Mass,  (oft  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


LANDSCAPING— GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens — 267-6188.  (c) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTRERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 

451-0847 (8/3) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  women,  their  friends,  end  temlllee. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY-BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
gay-bi  married  men  forming,  to  focus  on 
related  issues.  Call  days  Francis  Giam- 
brone,  MA.  661-2032.  eves  661-7890. 
_ (40) 


TRANSITION  COUNSELING 
Services  for  the  gay  &  transsexual  com 
munity.  Counseling/psychotherapy 
Specialist  in  transsexual  problems. 
Privacy  assured.  Lowell,  MA  454-8295. 

- —J2) 


CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  for  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents  in  my  home.  Beacon  Hill  area. 
Available  days,  9-5,  and  some  evenings. 
Sliding  fee.  B.  Cischke,  367-8038.  Best 
tiem  to  call,  early  afternoon. _ (c) 

ROOMMATES 

GM  24  want  easy  going  responsible 
male  to  share  rent  in  my  quiet 
Somerville  apartment.  Good  transpo. 
Lee  628-6483$  125/mo. _ (2) 

GM  27  veg  seeks  1  or  2  M  to  find  apt  in 
Som/Cam/Als  for  Aug  1  or  Sept  1 
(Access  to  Hrvd  Sq)  Please  call 
625-2243,  7:30-8:30  am/or  after  6  pm.  (3) 


MOD  2  BDRM  APT  IN  MALDEN 
G  prof  F  sks  same  25-30  has  mod  2 
bdrm  apt  h,  hw,  a/c  ww,  own  pkg  spac, 
nr  MBTA.  Non  smkr,  no  pets,  respon  & 
neat.  In  Mldn,  Aug  1.  $162.50.  321-6462. 
— _ = _ _ _ (8/3) 

LF,  RESPONSIBLE,  PEACEFUL, 
seeks  place  to  live  Sept  1.  Must  have  nc 
pets  or  smokes,  within  30  min  of  Park 
St  sta.  Prof,  30+  dependable.  Maida 
426-4469  (day),  783-0933  (pm), _ (c) 

2  GM  seek  third  for  sunny  8-rm  apt  n 
Davis  Sq.  Somerville.  Avail  Sept.  1. 
$116  + util.  No  pets  or  cigs  pis. 
776-6377  eves.  Keep  trying. _ (v) 


JOBS  WAKTED 

TRADES-MINDED 

GM,  23,  w/basic  skills  seeks  job  as 
carpenter’s  helper  or  w/construction 
crew/co-op.  Rough/flnlsh  work, 
weatherlzation,  retrofits.  Own  van, 
hardworking,  willing  to  learn  and  relo- 
cate.  Gus  (61 7)  628-6568. _ (2) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

GM  fiction  writer  trying  to  combine  art 
&  politics  looking  for  other  GM  or  GF 
doing  same  to  form  (or  join  existing) 
writing  group.  Novelists  encouraged! I 
Call  Rob  at  5360572. _  (3) 


2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  home.  90 +.  Lesbians 
with  laughter  5248209. _ (7) 

SEPTEMBER  BY  THE  SEA 
Single  room  in  private  house.  Share  liv¬ 
ing  room,  kitchen  with  dishwasher, 
washer  dryer,  incredible  view,  sandy 
ocean  beach.  Sept  2  to  Oct  1  $325 
Perkins  Box  588,  Edgartown  MA  02539 
_ (3’ 

LF  (25)  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrnr 
Beacon  Hill  apt  avail  Aug  1  or  Sept  1. 
Rent  175/mo  723-7473. _ (3) 

M  roommate  wanted.  J  Plain-Ros  line 
with  F  &  M  approx  $110/mo.  Near  T 
Nice  area.  Cigs  ok  323-0276  eves.  Keep 
trying. _ 

SEEKS  SHARE  BEACON  HILL  APT 
Artist  historian  GWM  50  sks  Beacon 
Hill  apt  to  share  has  furniture  active 
personable  responsible  capable  likes 
arts  and  pleasant  living  enjoys  house- 
work  and  cooking.  GCN  Box  270, _ 

LF  26  seeks  quiet  clean  home  in  New¬ 
ton  Brighton  or  Watertown  area  with 
other  women.  Call  254-9148.  Keep 
trying! _ (2j 

WALTHAM  RT  128 

2  GM  professionals  need  third  for  own 
room  in  Ig  house.  Garage,  FP  W/D,  DW, 
patio,  2  blocks  from  RT  128, 1  block  bus 
to  Central/Hvd  Sq.  $180/mo.  incl  utili¬ 
ties,  phone  add’l.  Serious  inquires  only. 
893-1476  before  10pm. _ (2) 

FORCED  TO  RELOCATE  —  MOVE 
Seeking  M  to  go  apt  hunting  for  2-3  br 
apt  in  rehab  Southend  Twnhse.  Person 
must  be  neat  and  quiet.  Call  Richard 
7-8:30  am  dally  (61 7)  423-5662.  (2) 

Quiet  resp  20  yr  old  feminist  GM  seek 
very  inexpensive  (100-150/mo)  Liv  sit 
w/F  or  M(s)  on  T.  Veg.  Peter.  GCN  Box 

290. _ (2) 

GWM,  26,  resp,  professional,  desires  to 
move  to  Back  Bay,  share  apt  w/1  or  2  of 
same.  Serious  when  I  have  to  be,  fun 
loving  rest  of  the  time.  Write  if  you  have 
place  or  would  like  to  form  group.  Tom 
Hauenstein,  Page  Rd.  Lincoln,  MA 
01773. _ (3) 


FOR  SALE 


MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster, 
&  we’ll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor,  while 
you  wait.  A  more  finished  product  for 
your  wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston,  523-7181.  Cali  us! _ (8-3) 

JOB  OPPORTUHITES 

Legal  Secy,  small  feminist  firm  mdtown 
exclnt  typing,  dictating  machine,  no 
stno,  min  2  yrs  exp,  litigation  preferred, 
admin  exp  helpful.  Salary  competitive. 
(212)869-1940. _ (3) 

RESORTS _ 

THE  REAL  COUNTRY  INN 
Inwood  Manor  Barnet  VT  offers  you 
and  that  special  friend  unique  accom¬ 
modations,  home  cooked  meals,  con¬ 
genial  company  and  much  more  on  20 
private  acres  minutes  from  the  White 
Mts.  Res/info  call  (802)  633-4047,  (2) 

GABRIEL  APTS.  FOR  WOME& 
Rooms  and  efficiencies  by  the  night  or 
week.  Continental  breakfast.  Gathering 
room.  Hot  tub.  Sun  deck.  In  the  center 
of  town.  Reasonably  priced.  104 
Bradford  St.  Provlncetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)487-3232. _ (8,  8) 

P’TOWN’S  WATERSHIP  INN  ~ 
Centrally  located,  comfortable  and. 
uniquely  charming,  offering  free  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  7  Winthrop  St., 
Provlncetown,  MA  (617)  487-0094,  (8/7)) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 
Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  November. 

Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197. 


WANTED 

APARTMENT  WANTED 
Dorch-Quincy  area  apt  needed  for  2 
responsible  women  and  2  well-behaved 
dogs.  Fenced-in  yard  preferred.  Good 
references  available.  Call  825-4741.  (2) 

RESTORATION 

Take  a  look  in  your  backyard  and  see  if 
you  can  part  with  the  following:  Any¬ 
thing  one  can  use  to  restore  an  old 
house  in  Roxbury.  Kindly  appreciated. 
Call  Larry  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (c) 

RIDES _ 

GF  or/and  GM  (2)  to  ride  all  or  part  way 

to  California.  Stop  In  Chicago.  Leave 
after  8/5/80.  55  mph.  No  smokers.  Call 
(617)648-8576.  (2) 

Soap  opera  author  in  California  &  en¬ 
virons  Aug.  sks  coastal  or  other  places 
to  crash.  Contact  Andrea.  GCN  Box  274. 
_ (2) 

MOYERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast' 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (cj 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

, _ 661-2958. _ (c) 

APARTMENTS _ 

5  rm  apt  JP  in  3  fam  women’s  house 
prefer  3rd  world  lesbians  or  lesb  with 
race  &  class  consc.  Children  welc.  Avail 
9/1  $1 90/mo  522-1526  —  Kara.  (3) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  Is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 
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UNION  PARK  —  Cozy  studio,  good 
space  In  quiet  gay-owned/occupied 
building,  ground  floor.  $220/month, 
heat  and  hw  furn.  Share  bath.  Avail  Aug. 
1.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass.  Ave.,  Bos- 
ton,  02115. _ (2) 

APARTMENT  WANTED  —  SOUTHEND 
Prof  M  needs  1-2  br  apt  in  quiet  rehab 
SE  townhse.  Avail  9/1.  Call  Richard 
7-8:30  am  daily  at  (617)  423-5662.  Exp  in 
bldg  mgmt.  1st  move  in  8  years.  Am 
clean  &  quiet  tenant. _ _ (2) 


PRISONERS 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  people  I 
can  identify  with  and  give  my  mind 
some  exercise.  Please  write:  Kim 
PRICE  050511,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (4) 

I  put  an  ad  in  your  paper  some  time  ago 
and  didn’t  get  a  response  from  anyone ! 

I  believe  I  was  too  'square'  in  my  ad. 
Please  run  this  new  one.  I'm  Randy 
ORICK  142376.  Into  leather,  cycles, 
books  and  love.  Looking  for  a  mature 
gay  man  to  write  and  hopefully  start  a 
relationship.  Love  and  kisses.  P.O.  Box 
779,  Marquette,  Ml  49855. _ (4) 

Since  Georgia  don’t  pay  its  prisoners,  I 
can’t  pay  for  a  sub  but  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  one  anyhow  and  also  to  publish 
my  name  in  your  list  so  I  can  maybe  get 
some  letters  to  brighten  up  my  days. 
Thanks.  Ray  SHARP,  69977,  M-4,  Reids- 
ville.GA  30453. _ (4) 

Lonely  man  30  interested  in  corres¬ 
ponding  with  sincere  person.  Will 
answer  for  sure.  Write:  Bernard  SAN¬ 
DERS  2063,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. _ (4) 

I  would  like  to  find  someone  to  "keep 
me  company”  during  these  dark  and 
lonely  nights,  perhaps  someone  as 
lonely  as  I.  Please  write  Joel  BETTS 
141-318,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699. _  (4) 

Bernardo  Richardo  GRAVES  047760, 
French-lndian,  19,  warm  sea  green 
eyes,  wishing  to  correspond  with  com¬ 
passionate  gay  person.  Sincerely,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (4) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


HOT  OFF  THE  PRESS,  AND  ON 
When  the  weather  sizzles,  GCN  staffers 
melt.  We  have  no  air  conditioning,  and 
couldn’t  take  the  electricity  costs  if  we 
^•had.  We  can  use  fans.  If  anyone  out 
there  would  like  to  help  cool  us  off,  by 
donating  a  fan,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 


Prisoners 


FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

LIE  DOWN  ON  THE  JOB??? 
Sometimes  we’d  like  to,  or  at  least  we’d 
like  to  be  comfortably  seated.  If  anyone 
has  a  nice  couch  to  contribute  to  our 
well-being,  we  would  love  to  have  it. 
Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call  Larry  at 
GCN,  426-7042. 

PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 
OFFSET  MACHINES 
GCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  free  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

VOLUNTEER  INDEXER(S)  NEEDED! 
Work  on  the  GCN  index  which  is  be¬ 
coming  a  valuable  reference  tool.  Flexi¬ 
ble  hours.  If  you  enjoy  detail  work  and 
would  like  to  help,  we’d  be  happy  to  ex¬ 
plain  in  detail  just  what’s  involved  in 
this  project  and  how  you  can  help.  Ask 
for  Michael  or  Charles,  426-4469. 

HELP! 

GCN  is  growing.  We  need  your  old 
chairs,  bookshelves,  tables, ' 
“scrap”  (usable)  2x4s,  plywood,  paint 
brushes  &  rollers,  telephones,  plants, 
gay  books,  filing  cabinets  (legal  size), 
flowers,  etc.  Use  your  imagination! 
Give  Mike  or  Richard  a  call  at  426-4469. 
P.S.,  we’ll  need  help  w/painting  &  build¬ 
ing  too.  Let  us  know  if  you’re  available 
for  some  weekend  group  work  parties. 

WHAT’S  THE  WORD,  BIRD? 

GCN  needs  news  writers  to  let  our 
readers  know  what's  happening  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  communities  across  the 
country  and  around  the  world.  No  pre¬ 
vious  writing  experience  is  necessary 
—  just  a  burning  desire  to  get  the  word 
out!  If  you'd  like  to  volunteer  your' 
services,  write  or  call  Denise  Sudell  at 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108,  (617)  426-4469. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag 
azine  FOCUS  $8  00.  Monthly  social  8 
fund  raising  event.  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every  Sun.  Info  & 
office  hrs  661  3633.  All  women  invited 
to  participate. _ (c) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  C/O  Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA  02139  _ (c) 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com¬ 
munion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors 

a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side*  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation.  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02215. 

(50) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 

When  you’re  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20) 
Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a~ 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each' 
month.  Get  It  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ 

|  JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)  262-3057, _ (26) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ _ 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alll¬ 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. _ 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00.  


PUBLICATIONS 


Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Write  to  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa¬ 
tion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you’d  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408. 

(F) 


WOMEN  ORGANIZING 
A  Socialist-Feminist  Bulletin.  Articles 
on  Socialist-feminist  approaches  to  re¬ 
productive  rights,  lesbian/gay  libera¬ 
tion,  clerical  organizing.  Published  by 
NAM  Socialist-Feminist  Commission, 
Box  G,  3244  N.  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  IL 
60657,  $4  for  four  issues.  Also  available 
from  Boston-Area  NAM,  POB  443, 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  (617)  661-8372. 

(ex) 


Working  Papers  on  Gay/Lesbian  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Socialism  —  a  collection  of  es¬ 
says  by  members  of  the  New  American 
Movement,  a  national  socialist-feminist 
organization.  $1.00  from  Boston-Area 
NAM,  POB  443,  Somerville,  MA  02144, 
(617)661-8372. _ (21) 

$35  REWARD 

Wanted:  Never-before-published 

essays,  stories,  personal  histories 
(prose  only).  $35  prize  for  best  entry. 
Focus  has  first  publication  rights  on  all 
entries  submitted.  Regular  Focus  staff 
not  eligible.  Contest  closes  Aug.  1, 
1980.  Send  Ms  &  SASE  to  Focus,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  MA  02138. _ 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women's,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  six 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W.17St.,  NYC,  NY  10011.  (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. _ 

Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336  Vi  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 

(1/mo) 
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GCN  gets  lots  of  requests  for  penpal 
ads  from  prisoners.  Almost  none  of 
them  are  paid  for.  If  you  would  like  to 
support  the  paper  in  this,  and  perhaps 
even  Increase  the  possibility  of  a  more 
In  depth  dialogue  between  gay  men  and 
women  on  the  inside  and  those  of  us 
lucky  enough  to  be  on  the  ‘outside’, 
please  SEND  MONEY.  (We  also  send 
free  subs  to  prisoners  who  ask.)  In  any 
case  take  the  time  to  get  to  know 
someone  who’s  getting  more  or  less 
fucked  over  by  strait  law  (euphemisti¬ 
cally  called  ‘justice’)  and  who’s  obvl- 
ously  very  lonely. 

I  have  had  my  name  in  your  penpal  sec¬ 
tion  before  and  have  received  a  number 
of  replies  and  found  out  some  interest¬ 
ing  things.  For  instance,  some  folks 
write  once  and  then  no  more.  That 
makes  an  incarcerated  individual  feel 
rather  badly.  (But  who  can  I  complain 
to?)  Well,  hope  springs  eternal!  Robert 
L.  HOLLINS  156-218, 1901  D.  St.  SE,  So. 
East  Three,  No.  58,  Washington,  DC 
20003. _ <§) 

I'm  an  artist,  an  intelligent  and  philo¬ 
sophical  person  presently  Incarcerated, 
looking  for  someone  to  share  my  loneli¬ 
ness,  thoughts  and  human  love.  Daniel 
BRANDT,  153266,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (6) 

There  were  too  many  of  us  in  my  house 
an  done  day  I  had  to  sleep  with  my 
uncle  and  that's  when  my  life  really  be¬ 
gan!  I  would  like  to  find  someone  like 
myself  that  I  can  relate  to  and  maybe 
visit  when  I  get  out.  Maybe  you  can 
help.  Sincerely,  Leon  WILLIAMS, 
79957-Camp  H  B/s,  Angola.  LA  70712.  (4) 


I  wrote  NGTF  and  they  said  you  would 
put  an  ad  in  your  paper  for  me  (for  free) 
to  get  some  letters  and  some  encour¬ 
agement.  I’d  like  a  friend  mentally, 
physically  and  spiritually;  to  write,  for 
starts.  I’m  in  the  joint  now  but  am  work¬ 
ing  my  way  out.  I  think  we  all  need  help 
at  some  time  or  other.  Jerry  COCHRAN, 
Box  41,  10809,  Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 
_ (6) 

My  name  is  Aaron  STILLSON.  I’m  22 
lonely  and  full  of  love  looking  for  an 
older  gay  gentleman  interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  with  a  hot  sexy  young  gay. 
Soon  to  be  released.  146-636,  Box  779, 
Marquette,  Ml  49855. _ (6) 

Artist,  half  Spanish  and  half  Irish,  look¬ 
ing  for  some  contact  with  the  free 
world.  Glad  to  know  there’s  a  paper  like 
yours  in  circulation.  Manny  PAREJO, 
690773,  Box  520,  Walla  Walla,  WA 
99362. _ (6) 

Hoping  to  be  released  this  year  (after 
13Vi  years),  would  like  correspondence 
with  open-minded,  mature  gay  male  to 
help  pull  through  these  final  days. 
Donald  HUMBLE,  DOC  66869,  Camp  C, 
Angola,  LA  70712. _ (6) 

Lonely  prisoner  now  finishing  the  last 
of  8  years  in  this  dungeon.  Love  music 
and  sports  and  am  looking  for  friends  to 
help  pass  this  last  year.  I'm  beautiful. 
Check  me  out.  Rex  WARD,  140-431,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (6) 

I  just  read  the  June  14  issue  of  your 
magazine  and  enjoyed  every  article. 
Please  put  me  in  your  penpal  section. 
This  loneliness  is  killing  me.  Sincerely, 
Robert  L.  GARY,  5621,  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  IN  46360. _ (6) 


Looking  for  somewhere  to  go  when  i 
get  out  (soon),  I  am  a  good  person  and 
would  like  to  find  someone  like  myself. 
Please  write  Walter  McCLOUD,  065254, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (6) 

I  respectfully  ask  to  be  put  on  the  list  so 
that  I  can  start  hearing  from  other  gay 
brothers  and  sisters.  I’m  34  and  have 
been  gay  for  25  of  them.  I  have  3  Vi 
years  of  college  and  enjoy  bareback  rid¬ 
ing,  swimming  and  reading.  Let’s  write. 
Clifford  P.  GAINES,  139443,  Rt.  3  Box 
3333,  Hagerstown,  MD  21740. _ (6) 

I  happen  to  be  a  young  man  who  is 
temporarily  confined  and  who  has  a 
definite  and  sincere  desire  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  a  sexually  free,  adventure¬ 
some  and  willing  person  interested  in 
forming  a  meaningful  relationship.  I’m 
ding-aling  free  and  due  out  in  a  few 
months.  Gary  M.  JOHNSON  154-687, 
15802  St.  Rt  104  N,  Box  5500,  Chilli- 
cothe,  OH  45601. _ (6) 

I’d  like  it  very  much  if  someone  would 
be  a  penpal.  I’m  here  for  3  years  and  am 
from  Canada  and  have  no  family  (being 
gay)  to  write  to.  I  like  older  gays  and  ex- 
pecially  gays  that  like  animals.  John  M. 
MclNTOSH,  EY-1 2-33-1 7,  Holly  A1, 
MGC  IYO  Unit,  Box  417,  Hardwick,  GA 
31034. _ (6) 

I  am  without  a  friend  on  the  outside 
who  cares.  Life  seems  useless  without 
someone  to  talk  to.  I  have  many  in¬ 
terests  and  hobbys.  Richard  TURNER 
152897,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140. 
_ (6) 

I  would  appreciate  anything  you  could 
do  to  help  me  find  someone  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  My  hobby  is  getting  to  know 
other  people.  Jimmy  Lee  HARRIS, 
032450-21-2215,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. _ (6) 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  anyone 
who  shares  my  Interests  in  the  great 
outdoors,  rodeo,  flying  or  sky-diving. 
Daniel  C.  MORGAN,  02782-064,  FCI  Box 
1000,  Sandstone,  MN  55072. _ (6) 

I’m  a  gay  prisoner,  19,  getting  out  in  9 
months  but  need  someone  to  write 
meanwhile.  Rodney  ELKINS  Box  97, 
101604,  McAlester,  OK  74501. _ (6) 

I  attend  college,  enjoy  reading  and  writ¬ 
ing  and  dealing  with  (serious-minded) 
people  who  enjoy  sharing  positive  rela¬ 
tionships  which  I  feel  are  the  essence 
of  life.  Robert  BOOTH,  7928438,  Dlv-1, 
F-1,  2600  S.  California  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL 
60608. _ (5) 


I  am  23,  shy,  inexperienced,  wish  to 
meet  older  man  seeking  honest  com¬ 
panionship/friendship.  Kris  LIGGETT 
95566,  Box  97,  Me Al  ister,  OK  74501 .  (6) 
I  am  presently  attending  college  and 
will  receive  a  two  year  degree  in  general 
studies  by  this  coming  September.  I 
want  to  major  in  Retail  Marketing  Man¬ 
agement  Technology.  Will  answer  all 
letters.  William  VARGAS  137-722,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (6) 

At  the  present  time  I  am  in  prison  but 
have  9  more  months  before  I  am  re¬ 
leased  on  parole,  need  penmate  thanx 
much.  Billy  DEFREEST  833-213  Brooks- 
ville  Road  Prison  P.O.  Box  548,  Brooks- 
ville,  Florida  33512. _ (6) 

Young  man  in  prison  wishes  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  those  who  understand  the 
need  to  have  someone  in  your  corner 
who  can  help.  Frank  BIRCH  148-137, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699(6) 

I  am  a  very  lonely  prisoner  that  has  lost 
communication  with  the  outside  world. 
The  usual  turmoil  and  madness  re¬ 
mains  the  same  here.  Lester  GIBSON, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (6) 

The  brutality  against  homosexuals  here 
is  like  a  nightmare.  Threats  never  stop 
and  protests  often  lead  to  gang  rapes. 
Is  It  too  much  in  the  middle  of  all  this  to 
ask  for  someone  to  be  an  honest  and 
sincere  friend  to  relate  to  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  hearing  from?  Please  write. 
Morris  GYLES,  LSP  89329,  Camp  J, 
Cuda  9,  Left  6,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (5) 

I  wrote  to  NGTF  and  they  gave  me  your 
name.  I  need  gay  people  to  write  to.  It’s 
very  lonely  here.  Steve  WILLARD,  Box 
711,  A9154S,  Menard,  IL62259.  (5) 

Lonely  man  seeking  positive  person  for 
a  relationship.  Kenneth  GREEN, 
139-000,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699. _ (5) 


I’d  like  to  get  to  know  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  movement  politically  and  person¬ 
ally.  We  need  more  Star  Carters  (GCN 
article  on  organizing  gay  prisoners)  in 
the  struggle  on  the  outside  and  on  the 
inside  of  these  human  warehouses 
where  anything  goes  to  keep  the  gay 
population  divided  from  the  rest  and 
itself.  Does  anybody  out  there  want  to 
take  about  what’s  happening  from  a 
Marxist  perspective?  Write:  Albert 
CLARK  79909,  CCR  Dtier  cage  5, 
Angola,  LA  70712.  (4) 


Looking  for  old  and  new  friends.  En¬ 
joyed  living  in  Lynn,  MA  and  want  to 
keep  contact  til  I  get  out.  James  FIVE- 
COAT,  027021,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (6) 

I  like  photography  and  just  about  any 
kind  of  music  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  guy  of  any  age.  I’d  write  more 
but  I  suppose  you’re  busy  and  I  don’t 
want  to  make  a  nuisance  of  myself. 
Take  care  and  thanks.  Chuck  WILSON, 
155-891,  P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH 
43140. _ (6) 

Very  lonely  gay  prisoner  seeking  corre¬ 
spondence  from  other  real  sincere 
gays.  I  would  like  someone  to  share  joy, 
Ideas  and  myself  with.  Robert  Lee 
SCHIEB  137-262,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (5) 

Quiet,  affectionate  gay  prisoner  seek¬ 
ing  friendship  and  correspondence  with 
someone  who  has  a  free  moment  for 
sharing  himself  now  and  then.  Harry 
BROADUS  150-819,  P.O.  Box  45699, 
Lucasville,  OH  45699. _ (5) 

Please  help  me  meet  someone  gay  and 
understanding  through  correspond¬ 
ence  and  if  possible  send  me  some 
copies  of  the  Gay  Community  News. 
Theodore  HAMMER,  5293,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360. _ (5) 

I  would  like  for  you  to  put  my  name  in 
the  penpal  section  of  your  paper  so  I 
can  get  some  kind  of  steady  friend  out 
there.  Timothy  CRYER  89805,  Camp  C, 
Bear  1 ,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (5) 

I  am  Just  starting  to  "come  out”  and 
accept  myself  and  get  free  of  my  past 
inhibiting  fears.  Would  someone  out 
there  in  ‘minimum  security’  give  a 
lonely  guy  a  little  company  in  this 
plight  of  mine  here  in  prison.  David 
KELLY  9364,  Box  41,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. _  (5) 

A  very  dear  friend  of  mine  turned  me  on 
to  GCN  and  I  found  it  beautiful  and 
would  like  to  receive  It  if  possible  here. 
Also  I  have  no  family  practically  speak¬ 
ing  and  would  very  much  like  to  hear 
from  other  gays.  Harlan  EARL  361628, 
P.O.  Box  520,  Walla  Walla,  WA  99362.  (5) 

I  would  like  to  have  a  pen-friend  who  is 
effeminate  and  who  has  some  empathy 
to  develop  a  beautiful  and  loving  rela¬ 
tionship  with.  Please  help  me.  Write: 
James  GADDIS  030227,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (5) 


Wednesdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children,  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


weekly  events 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group 
tor  women  14-21.  Cambridge  Womens 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info:  354-8807. 


Sundays 


Brookline,  MA  —  Discussion  group  Including 
gay  and  bisexual  men  and  women.  New  mem¬ 
bers  welcome.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  731-6619. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  Is  growing. 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-midnight)  for 
info. 


Boston, M A  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Stanlford  SBbGov’t  Ctr.).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Roller  skating.  Hatch  Shell, 
Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call  282-9161  for 
info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball.  Lin¬ 
demann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr  ).  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club.  Jogging 
and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Suns,  at  1,  Mon. 
Wed.  &  Fri  at  6.  Info:  367-2776. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Softball  at  Magazine 
Beach.  3pm.  All  women  are  Invited.  Info: 
061-3633. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  seir-oerense  classes 
offered  by  Amandla/People's  Security  at 
Marlin  Luther  King  School.  7-9pm.  Write  foi 
info  to:  P.O.  Box  114,  Auburndale,  MA  02166. 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Rap  group  organ¬ 
ized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14  to  21 
Info:  266-6103. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcomel 
Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  tof 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over 'laundromat).  For  info  call 
.623-9340 


Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ. 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 
Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Mer 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  In  Morris 
County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discussions,  so¬ 
cials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Normandy  Heights 
Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switchboard:  (609)  921- 
2565.) 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Stanford  St&Gov't  Ctr.)  Men  and  women. 
8- 10pm. 


fridays 


, Cambridge ,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative: 
Rlqhard  Strange  and  Haakon  Chevalier  sing 
and  play  music  from  the  12th  to  the  20th  cen¬ 
turies  while  you  eat.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  12: 15- 12:45pm.  FREE. 
Donations  accepted.  Bring  lunch. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
tleld  (near  Park  St.  aubway  atop),  2nd  ftoqr, 
anytime  after  5  for  aa  Iona  or  aa  abort  aa  you 
like  (until  about  1 1  pm)  to  help  aend  the  papei 
out  to  aubscrlbera.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  helpt)  Refreahmenta  and 
good  tlmea.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426 
4469. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  1 31  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women's  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243  W. 
20th  St  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  756 
1426. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St..  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave.  and  12th  St.,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month,  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  2268049. 


Nashua,  NH  — -  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 

Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. _ 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation 
Meeting.  Women's  Center.  243  W.  20th  St.  691- 
5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community  Marching 
Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at  Medusa's  Revenge, 
10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  864-1700,  x709.  Musicians, 
twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 

New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen's  chorus  rehear¬ 
sal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple,  348 
W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men  welcome. 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  Gay  Rap.  276 

0707. 


New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Patrol  needs  volunteers  td 
help  stop  violence  against  gays  in  the  Fenway 
Victory  Garden.  Info:  266-3780  or  367-1394. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Last 
wed.  of  the  month.  348  W.  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  675-9227. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  with  Melanf 
Berzon.  Women's  radio  program:  Jazz,  R&B 
women  s  music,  ideas,  events  information 
1  -4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1FM)  Call  494-8810  fo 
input. 


thursdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Swimming  for  mei 
and  women  over  40, 6-7pm;  swimming  for  mei 
of  all  ages  7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov' 
Ctr.)  Info:  625-7924. 


tuesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  2760707. 


Philadelphia,  PA— Gay  Coffeehouse,  326  Kata 
St.  4-8pm.  For  info  on  other  activities  call  WA2- 
1623  or  9261919 


Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336,  or 
Joe  897-7813.  All  invited. 


New  York,  NY  —  Comlte  Homosexual  Latino- 
amerlcano.  7pm.  433  E.  6th  St.  Apt.  5R.  Info 
786-2893. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  ^Daughters  of  bintis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MY—  GayWay  (WBUR 90.9FM)  Week 
ly  radio  program  featuring  interviews,  news 
current  events  and  music.  8:30pm. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Into:  2467691. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  6lsh  and  layout 
6lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
4264469. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Over  3i 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 1 51 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesdaj 
of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  ga< 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center.  252  Count! 
St.  7pm.  996-3343. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 


soturdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Youtl 
Collective  Meetings  for  women  14-21. 12  nooi 
on.  Info:  861-0949. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative. 
Richard  Strange  and  Haakon  Chevalier  sing 
and  play  music  from  the  12th  and  20th  cen¬ 
turies  while  you  eat.  Church  of  the  Covenant, 
67  Newbury  St.  12:15-12:45pm.  Free.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  Bring  lunch. 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Outings  and  prt 
jects  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  Ever 
Saturday  afternoon.  Info:  266-6103. 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group.  Pee 
rap  about  youth  liberation.  80  Fifth  Ave 
(NGTF  office).  741-5800 


coming  events 


July  20  sun 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  meeting  of  the 
Boston  Coalition  for  Cuban  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Refugee  Resettlement.  56  Brattle  St.  2pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Dignity/Boston  Catholic  Mass 
for  Gay/Lesblan  and  concerned  Catholics. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  5:30pm.  Info:  536-6518 
(7-10pm  M-F;  2-5pm  Sun). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  needs 
volunteers  to  help  with  bulk  mailing.  Women 
Interested  In  Joining  the  collective  are  espec¬ 
ially  urged  to  attend.  11am.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Info: 
491-1071. 


22  tues 

Marblehead,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Midsummer  cocktail  party  at  Rosalies,  18 
Sewall  St.  8-11:30pm.  $2  donation. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  Group  at  the  Aid 
Center,  18  S.  Water  St.  Every  Tuesday  thru 
Aug.  26.  8-10pm.  Info:  (617)  999-3232. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm 
Info:  278-5475. 


Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  meeting.  Glad  Day 
Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.) 
8pm.  Info:  542-0144. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Intro,  meeting  for  students 
Interested  In  Feminist  Studies  at  M.A.  level 
thru  Goddard  Grad  Program.  8pm.  48  Boston 
St.  Info:  7762721. 


Boston,  MA  —  GayWay  (WBUR  90.9FM) 
8:30pm.  Gay  History  Night.  Call  In.  Guests 
from  the  International  Homophlle  Institute. 
Call  353-2790. 

Marblehead,  MA  —  North  Snore  Gay  Alliance 
cocktail  parly.  8pm.  At  Rosalie's.  $2  donation. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Pot- 
luck  cookout  without  the  pot.  Info:  John  (617) 
2761336. 


Beverly,  MA  —  Sandy's  Jazz  Revival,  starring  OA  WA(j 
Lori  Pettlne,  'live  and  hot  dyke’  from  North  ~ 

Shore  Gay  Alliance.  Info:  745-6966. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Somerville  Safehouse 
Training  (by  a  group  of  women  concerned  with 
the  rise  of  violence)  session  at  the  Somerville 
Women’s  Center.  1-5pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  People  In 
Health  Care.  Zuckerman  Studio,  231  W.  18th 
St.  3rd  FI.  7:30pm.  Info:  499-1453. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group 
organized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  or  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  for  gay  women  and 
men  14-22.  Call  Hotline  for  Into:  426-9371,  M-F 
612pm. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Jacqueline  Lapldus  reading 
her  recent  poems.  (The  Inside  story  on  the 
Paris  lesbian  scenel)  Women's  Center,  38 
Union  Square.  7:30pm.  Info:  776-2793. 


2i  mon 


24  thurs 


25  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT  FOR 
SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  CLub.  Bike 
to  P-Town/boat  to  Boston.  Info:  John  (617) 
2761336. 

Boston,  MA  —  Easy  Canoe/camplng  trip  with 
the  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Info:  Roy  (617) 
6267924(h),  or  864-5770  x2577(w). 

Hancock,  NH  —  Field  and  Forest,  Moon  and 
Stars:  a  weekend  community  camping  experi¬ 
ence  for  women  with  outdoor  concert  (Kay 
Gardner)  Sat.  eve.,  open  stage  all  weekend, 
workshops,  sports,  fishing,  etc.  Info:  write  L/F 
C,  Box  47,  Penacook,  NH  03303,  or  call  (803) 
225-5615  or  735-5230. 

Waltham,  MA  —  Lesbian  Academic  Union. 
Speake:  Lillian  Faderman  on  "Surpassing  the 
Love  of  Men:  Romantic  Friendships  Between 
Women  from  the  16th  Century  to  the 
Present."  Raab  Grad  Ctr.  Brandeis  U.  3rd  floor 
lounge.  7:30pm. 


reading  original  prose,  to  benefit  the  estab 

lishment  of  a  Woman's  Coffeehouse.  Somer 
villa  Multi-Service  Center,  1  Summer  St.  Unloi 
Square.  $2.50  donation.  Info:  522-0241  o 
734-2336  evenings. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Summe 
outing:  swimming,  volleyball,  etc.  nea 
Carlisle.  Transportation  provided.  Info:  Pur 
sell  (617)  369-2849.  Rain  Date:  27  sun. 

New  York,  NY  —  Dlgnity/Gay  and  Lesblai 
Catholics.  Discussion  Group.  6:30pm,  Mas 
7:30pm  followed  by  social.  Church,  30  W.  18tl 
St.  Info:  869-3050. 


27  sun 


Boston,  MA  —  Meeting  for  anyone  Interest* 
In  discussing  ways  In  which  Boston’s  Lesbla 
and  Gay  Pride  Committee  can  develop  a  yea 
round  organizing  strategy.  Glad  Day  Boo 
Shop,  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:30pr 
sharp. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  needs  volut 
tears.  See  20  sun  for  details. 


00  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  PROOF¬ 
READING  AND  PASTEUP.  SEE  THURSDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdanc- 
Ing.  Alternate  Thursdays  from  7-9pm.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  Newcomers  are 
very  welcome.  Info:  Judy  661-1436  or  Dee 
7223. 


26  sat 


New  York,  NY  —  "Gay  Image  In  the  Media"  I 
Gay  Opinion  Forum.  Meeting  Hall  348  W.  14t 
St.  8:30pm.  $2  donation. 

New  York,  NY  —  "Queer  Things":  a  lectur 
demonstration  with  music  and  slides.  Benef 
for  the  Chelsea  Gay  Association.  $2.  Churc 
of  the  Holy  Apostles,  28th  St.  and  9th  Avi 
Uftw. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Gaymen's  Workshop  In 
movement,  creativity,  energy,  and  experimen¬ 
tal  theater.  We  focus  on  vital  resources  within 
us  which  enable  expression  and  feeling:  body 
and  volcework,  improvisation,  Imagination, 
healing;  concentrating  on  the  individual,  pairs 
&  the  group.  551  Tremont  (between  Clarendon 
and  Berkeley),  Room  406.  7:30pm.  Donation 

for  space.  _  ^  _  _  _  _  _  _  . 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and 
activities  for  gay  women  and  men  14-22. 
Organized  by  BAGLY.  Call  Hotline  for  Info: 
426-9371. 


Somerville,  MA  —  An  evening  of  entertain¬ 
ment  by  and  for  women  with  musicians  Hillary 
Kay  and  Nancy  Aberle,  and  Beth  Hodges 


Denver,  CO  —  Spiritual  Gathering  for  Radlci 
Fairies,  in  the  Colorado  mountains.  $90  regli 
tratlon  Includes  vegetarian  meals  and  cami 
site  fees.  Pre-reglstratlon  necessary  (with  $4 
deposit  if  possible).  Write  Spiritual  Gatherin 
tor  Radical  Fairies,  Box  18583,  Denver,  C 
80218.  or  call  (303)  377-7280. 


